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Have you found us

Dear Friends,

Easter is here and nothing can stop our
reflection and celebration now that we are not
restricted anymore after 3 years. Good
Friday’s Crucifixion and Easter Sunday’s
Resurrection go hand in hand. We cannot
have one without the other.

Onthe cross Jesus cried out, ‘It is finished’.
Through Jesus’ death, the way into God’s
presence was opened. God’s people will no
longer need the old rituals to approach him:
the one perfect sacrifice has been offered and
no more will be needed. The man on the cross
was the Son of God, carrying out his Father’s
will. And the cross became a triumph!

When | survey the wondrous cross, on
which the Prince of glory died, did ever such
love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so
rich a crown?

The resurrection on Easter Sunday
morning was a hugely significant event for the
whole world. The resurrection of Jesus
showed God’s sovereign power at work. This
It changed
everything because the ultimate certainty in

was no ordinary happening.

the universe - death itself — was struck down
by the power of resurrection life. The defeat
of death would change the world forever! Itis
the greatest day in human history. For us as
Christians the glory of the resurrection has
caused the cruel cross to become a
triumphant symbol of new life and hope.
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
endless is the victory thou over death has won.

Let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph
sing, for her Lord now liveth, death has lost its
sting.

While we remain on earth Jesus has now
given us the assurance that He is with us
always, no matter who we are, no matter what
we face. And after death, there is eternal life
to those who believe in the one who was
raised first. Wherever you celebrate Easter, |
hopeitwill be arich experience foryou. Please
look out for the details of our Palm Sunday,
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter
Sunday events and services to help you
reflect, worship, and celebrate this Easter
time.

Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrection and the
life. The one who believes in me will live, even
though they die, and whoever lives and believes
in me will never die. Do you believe this?’

Death for the Christian is the funeral for all
our sorrows, infirmities and anxieties and the
resurrection of all our joys and hope. The
Resurrection changed everything. It is the
basis of our Christian hope. It is the miracle of
miracles. Death is soon past and is a passage
into God’s presence. Death where is thy sting
now? The Easter story is the crowning proof
of Christianity. In whatever way we can
celebrate over Easter, let us catch the wonder
again of the pivotal story of our faith.

With love in Jesus Christ; because God so
loved the world

John

on Facebook?

Sunday Worship

APRIL 10.30am unless specified

2 Palm Sunday, start at St Mary’s at
10am, then to URC, Revd John
Lee, Communion

7 9.00 Good Friday reflection at the
cross, John and Rachel

9  Easter Sunday, Revd John Lee
16 Revd Keri Eynon
23 Revd John Lee

30 Cafe Worship in the hall,
Karen Fakes and church band

Knit and Natter

April dates tba

Weekday Worship

Tuesdays at 12.15am on these days:
April dates tba

Elders @ "

Samantha Coney  Gill Mossman

873873 827103
Karen Fakes Alan Tarry
868310 873642
Esther Lewis Jackie Tarry
861332 873642

Alan Mossman David Weller
(Church Secretary) 864551
Evening 827103 Jackie Wood
Daytime 523240 874241

Printed by The Alpha Xperience
148 Kings Road, Newbury, RG14 5RG
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Deadline for next issue:

Sunday 16 April




We continue to pray for all those
members and church friends who
we know are in need of your love
and healing. Please let them know
that you are present in their lives.

Flowers fromthe church have been

passed on with our love to:
March: Val, Viv, Jackie & Alan,

John & Rachel, Sam, Tess, Esther.

Only Jesus
(John 19:17, 1:4)

Carrying the cross by Himself

He went out.

Sent out,

Yet choosing to go.

Word of life,

Choosing death,

Knowing the end from the
beginning,

Carrying the cross by Himself
He went out.

The only one who could,

The only way He could,

He went out

To the Skull Place,

For me.

By Daphne Kitching

Give God what's right -
not what's left. - Anon

On Monday 6 February, an initial
magnitude 7.8 earthquake hit in
southern Turkey close to the border
with northern Syria. A second 7.5-
magnitude earthquake struck 9 hours
later, with aftershocks following.

Two weeks after, on Monday 20
February, two more earthquakes
struck in Turkey and were felt
strongly in areas of Northwest Syria.
People reported more buildings
collapsing and widespread panic.

Thousands of people have died,
in the
aftermath of the earthquakes. But it

with many more injured

is not too late to save lives. Christian
Aid is already working with partners
in Syria to provide shelter, winter kits,
food and clean water to people
seeking shelter. Every prayer, every
gift, every action brings hope to
people hit by disaster.

To save lives and give people
hope, please donate what you can
today.

Christian Aid Week:
14-20 May 2023

EMBRACE the Middle East

2 April Today we celebrate World Autism Awareness Day, which aims to

acknowledge and advocate for the rights of autistic people around the world.

Our partners at the SKILD Centre in Mansourieh, Lebanon, support children

with autism to gain the most from their education in inclusive mainstream

schools.

9 April As we rejoice in the risen Christ this Easter Sunday, we give thanks

for the message of hope at the heart of the resurrection. We ask God that this

hope will overflow from our brothers and sisters in the Middle East, and

embrace all those in their communities who are marginalised and in need.

16 April BLESS, part of the Coptic Orthodox Church, works in some of Egypt’s

most disadvantaged villages and communities to improve people’s quality of

life. Their community development programme includes literacy classes,

healthcare, economic support and much more to help the whole community

thrive.

23 April Caritas Jerusalem runs a small clinic in the last remaining Christian

village in the West Bank where government healthcare is under-resourced. The

team focuses on patients with Type 2 diabetes and high blood pressure, offering

medication and health education on how to keep these chronic conditions

under control.

30 April The Al-Kafaat Foundation’s Notre Dame School in Beirut is uniquely

inclusive. Many of its students face barriers to accessing other mainstream

schools — whether because of difficult family backgrounds or disability. The

school focuses on each child’s individual needs to ensure everyone receives a

good education in a caring environment.

ST MUNGO’S EVEN LESSER

To Uncle Eustace
Rector
St James the Least of All

Dear Uncle Eustace,

Your parish does appear to have become more interesting since the
Upperton’s transferred their allegiance! | wish you all well.

For the Rector here, something has happened to make him take to his
room, and stay there. How muchit has to do with the huge disappointment
felt by many concerning the vision of riches to be used for the engrandisment
of St Mungo’s Even Lesser, and it’s rapid vanishing, one really cannot say.

Darren

On the 20th day of February
In the Year of Our Lord
2023

ST. JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL
from The Rectory

My dear Nephew Darren

You agonised recently over your
ecumenical service: who should be
invited> Who should preach? What
about the order of service? If you had
attended our recent combined
churches’ choir festival, your own
dilemmas would have seemed a little
less acute.

At the pre-meeting, there was
heated discussion about whether
those choirs who normally wore
robes would be comfortable standing
among those who didn’t. The more
aesthetically
whether St Agatha’s pea green
cassocks may clash with our red ones.
Intending to be helpful, but phrasing
it rather badly, someone suggested
that the normally robed choirs should
wear nothing. Colonel Wainwright
was a little too quick to chuckle.

I began to wonder if a prize was to
be awarded to the person who raised
the greatest number of concerns:
Should the choirs stay separate? Would
the tenors be next to the altos or the
basses? Where would extra seating be
placed? Would the heating be on for
the rehearsal? Then came what you

sensitive worried

would call the ‘elephant in the room’:
of all the choirmasters, who would
conduct and who play the organ?
Tension mounted, and expressions
grew grim. But before the committee
started to dig trenches in my carpet
and position howitzers under the desk,
I briefly left the room, turned off all the
electricity and claimed we’d had a
power cut. This is a useful device for
truculent committees; sadly, it can be
used only rarely.

Come the day, an uneasy truce
lasted while everyone adopted the
traditional solution to disagreement
within congregations, and simply did
exactly what they wanted. Some
were robed, some were not, some
choirs congealed in their
huddles, while othersjoyfully sat next
to people from other churches -

own

mainly so they could point out their
neighbour’s wrong notes. Some sang
in the right key, some sang in the
wrong key, some sang what sounded
like quite different songs altogether.

The service ended with one choir
thinking that the organist had played
too loudly, while another choir
thought that the conductor wasn’t
up to much. Everyone agreed
afterwards that we must do it again,
while firmly stating that if their own
choirmaster didn’t conduct next
year, they wouldn’t be there.

Thankfully, one fundamental
thing on the day united them: they all
said that our church was too cold, and
they all went down to the pub
afterwards to warm up.

Your loving uncle,

Eustace



Across

1 Relating to the whole universe (6)

4 The disciple who made the
remark in 8 Across (John 20:24)
(6)

8 ‘Unless I see the nail marks ——
hands, | will not believe it’
(John 20:25) (2,3)

9 He urged King Jehoiakim not to
burn the scroll containing
Jeremiah’s message
(Jeremiah 36:25) (7)

10 Baptist minister and controversial
founder of America’s Moral
Majority, Jerry — (7)

11 ‘Look, here is — . Why shouldn’t |
be baptized?’ (Acts 8:36) (5)

12 Repossessed (Genesis 14:16) (9)

17 Port from which Paul sailed on his
last journey to Rome (Acts 27:3—
26

19 ‘Moses was not aware that his
face was — because he had
spoken with the Lord’

(Exodus 34:29) (7)

21 Roonwit, C.S. Lewis’s half-man,
half-horse (7)

22 Grill (Luke 24:42) (5)

23 ‘The lot fell to Matthias; so he
was added to the — apostles’
(Acts 1:26) (6)

Answers next page

24‘l was sick and you looked after
me, | was in — and you came to
visit me’ (Matthew
25:36) (6)

Down

1 Coastal rockfaces (Psalm 141:6)
(6)
Academic (1 Corinthians 1:20) (7)
Publish (Daniel 6:26) (5)
For example, the Crusades (4,3)

He reps (anag.) (6)
Liberator (Psalm 18:2) (9)
13 Man who asked the question in 11

2
3
5
6 11Across is certainly this (5)
7
9

Across was in charge of all her
treasury (Acts 8:27)
@

14 They must be ‘worthy of respect,
sincere, not indulging in much
wine’ (1 Timothy 3:8) (7)

15 The human mind or soul (6)

16 ‘O Lord, while precious children
starve, the tools of war increase;
their bread is — ’ (Graham
Kendrick) (6)

18 ‘We played the flute for you, and
you did not —’ (Matthew 11:17)
(5)

20Bared (anag.) (5)

News from our

‘Roving Reporter’



All in the month of April

100 years ago, on 15th April 1923 that insulin became generally available for
the treatment of diabetes.

Also 100 years ago, on 26th April 1923 that Prince Albert, Duke of York (later
King George VI) married Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon (later Queen Elizabeth the
Queen Mother) at Westminster Abbey in London.

90 years ago, on 3rd April 1933 that the first flight over Mount Everest took
place. British pilots the Marquis of Clydesdale and Donald McIntyre flew two
biplanes over the summit.

80 years ago, from 20th April to 13th May 1943 that the final phase of World
War 2’s Tunisia campaign took place. An Allied victory, and the Axis forces were
ejected from North Africa.

Also 80 years ago, on 30th April 1943 that the Bergen-Belsen concentration
camp was established in Germany. The former prisoner-of-war camp was
converted into a holding camp, mainly for Jews. Tens of thousands of people
died of starvation and disease in the overcrowded, unsanitary conditions.

75 years ago, on 7th April 1948 that the World Health Organization (WHO)
was founded in Geneva, Switzerland as a specialist agency of the United
Nations. Also 75 years ago, on 30th April 1948 that the Land Rover, a British all-
terrain vehicle, was officially launched at the Amsterdam Motor Show.

70 years ago, on 16th April 1953 that Queen Elizabeth Il launched the Royal
Yacht Britannia. It was decommissioned in 1997. The Royal Family no longer
owns a royal yacht.

60 years ago, on 16th April 1963 that American civil rights leader Martin
Luther King Jnr. wrote his famous ‘Letter from Birmingham Jail’ while
imprisoned in Alabama. He stated that the Black community was forced to
protest when the white power structure left them no choice.

50 years ago, on 4th April 1973 that the World Trade Centre in New York City
was officially opened. It was destroyed in the 9/11 terrorist attacks in 2001.

40 years ago, on 1st April 1983 that tens of thousands of anti-nuclear
weapons protestors formed a 14-mile human chain in Berkshire. They linked the
US airbase at Greenham Common, the nuclear research centre in Aldermaston,
and an ordnance factory in Burghfield.

30 years ago, on 29th April 1993 that Queen Elizabeth Il announced that
Buckingham Palace would open to the public for the first time, to raise funds
to repair fire damage at Windsor Castle.

25 years ago, on 10th April 1998 that the Good Friday Agreement was signed
in Northern Ireland.

20 years ago, on 9th April 2003 that US troops took control of Iraq’s capital
city, Baghdad. Jubilant Iragis celebrated the end of Saddam Hussein’s regime.

Dear God, we thank you for our homes, which are made of

solid brick. We remember those who live in countries such as
Bangladesh, whose homes and liveliboods, due to the climate
crisis, are easily destroyed through floods and strong winds. Amen

Crossword Answers

ACROSS: 1, 1, Cosmic. 4, Thomas. 8, In his. 9, Delaiah. 10, Falwell.
11, Water. 12, Recovered. 17, Sidon. 19, Radiant. 21, Centaur.

22, Broil. 23, Eleven. 24, Prison.

DOWN: 1, Cliffs. 2, Scholar. 3, Issue. 5, Holy war. 6, Moist.

7, Sphere. 9, Deliverer. 13, Candace. 14, Deacons. 15, Psyche.

16, Stolen. 18, Dance. 20, Debar.

You can learn many things from
children. How much patience
you have, for instance.

Keep the faith - but not from
others! - Anon

The good thing about becoming
forgetful is that you can hide
your own Easter eggs.

In order to keep a true
perspective of one's
importance, everyone should
have a dog to worship him and a
cat to ighore him.

Police? This is the Knit & Natter
group. We've detained two gents
trying to nick the church silver.

Wordsearch

Even as Jesus ate that last Passover
meal with His disciples, He warned them
He was about to be betrayed. He took
the bread, blessed it, broke it and gave
it to them; He took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it to them to drink. The Old
Covenant, based on Law, was ticking
away its final hours; the New Covenant,
based on Christ’s body and His blood,
was about to be ushered in. Jesus
prayed in Gethsemane that this fearful
cup of suffering might be removed from
Him, but even more, that God’s will
might be done. And it was. Because of
Easter we can approach God through
his Son, Jesus Christ. He has opened the
gates to heaven for us!

Easy sodoku

Jesus Covenant
Ate Law
Last
Passover old
Meal New

Body
Disciples Blood
Warned Gethsemane
Betrayed
Bread Cup
Blessed Removed

Will

) The best news the world has
Wine Easter
ever had came from a

Thanks Approach

graveyard. - Anon
Drink God



Vintage Adventure continues to thrive and grow with 20-28 guests
attending each month, most of them very regular, alongside 6 amazing Young
Volunteers from Thatcham Park Primary School and 6-8 equally amazing slightly
older volunteers from the churches in Thatcham!

New people attend each month and say they feel overwhelmed by the
fabulous welcome they receive and how they find it easy to fit in. As always, we
try to be as inclusive as possible. Some guests attend a church, for others
Vintage Adventure is their church and some don’t profess a faith. We pray that
we can show glimpses of God’s glory as we worship, have fun and share
hospitality together.

Please continue to pray for the Thursday afternoon congregation in
Thatcham, led by our town’s churches.

2
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Fairtrade Fortnight - great result!

Thank you Thatcham United Reformed Church!

With your donation of £310.00, you’ve just made our
voice louder in the fight against exploitation.

Cocoa farmers are fighting for a living income, and
with your support we'll win that fight sooner.

Your generosity means we can grow Fairtrade. That
means we can convince more people here in the UK
to buy Fairtrade, and ultimately deepen the impact
Fairtrade makes to the lives of farmers and workers
around the world.

Your donation also helps fund life-changing training programmes, such as the
Women'’s School of Leadership in Cote d’'lvoire. Giving farmers the tools they
need to sustainably develop both their business and local community.

Thank you again for your generosity and commitment to achieving living incomes

for farmers.
With very best wishes,
Stefan

Supporters Team, Fairtrade Foundation

\Advance notice — save the date

Sunday 7 May
3pm
Coronation Tea
in the
British School

2
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Five exercises you'd be better
off avoiding this Spring....

Jumping on the bandwagon
Wading through paperwork
Running around in circles
Pushing your luck
Adding fuel to the fire

Weekly service sheet distribution

Due to time and ‘man power’ needed to produce and distribute the Weekly
Services Sheet, the Elders have decided that we should revert to pre-covid times
and so the delivery of the weekly service will stop soon - the last one will be
Easter Sunday. But this is to be replaced with an offer to provide a lift to church,
whenever youwant to come, using a rota of volunteers. This will be coordinated
by Esther, so please ring her any day up till Friday evening on 861332/ 07880
558067 or email estherlewis1i7o@gmail.com - please keep a note of her details.

The weekly notices and order of service will still be produced and if you are
at the church at any time during the week, copies will be available to collect. We
can email you a copy, or may be able to arrange for a copy to be dropped off
after the service. Please let us know if you would like this simplified version
delivered or emailed.

If you received the monthly newsletter by post or hand-delivered, that will
still happen — we want to keep you involved and up-to-date with what is going
on at your church.

Thank you for your support and thank you to all who have been involved in
this activity since the start of covid. The amount of pages printed and miles
walked must be staggering!

Transport list

The Elders would like to establish a Church Transport List. This would be co-
ordinated by Esther and run on a simple WhatsApp Group.

Those needing a lift to worship on Sundays can call or email Esther who will
then send out a request to the group, those available can respond and details
forwarded.

If you would be willing to be on the list or would like more details please
email or WhatsApp Esther. estherlewisi7o@gmail.com









To revitalise our participation in Commitment for Life, we have
ordered some resources for everyone:

¢ An introductory leaflet

¢ A money box to keep at home

¢ Envelopes to bring your gifts to church

¢ A packet of seeds

Please participate as much as you are able to, in order to support this valuable

work and our church commitment to Commitment for Life - see next page...




Royal Yacht Britannia

Seventy years ago, on 16th April 1953, Queen Elizabeth Il launched the Royal
Yacht Britannia. It was decommissioned in 1997. The Royal Family no longer
owns a royal yacht.

Britannia was the 83rd such vessel since King Charles Il acceded to the
throne in 1660, but the first Royal Yacht to be built with complete ocean-going
capacity and designed as a Royal residence to entertain guests around the
world.

She was decommissioned in 1997, when the Government decided she was
too expensive to repair, although she had raised £3 billion in commercial days
between 1991 and 1995. Moves have been made to replace her, but they have
so far come to nothing. She s currently moored in Leith, Edinburgh, and attracts
300,000 visitors a year.

Built by John Brown & Co, one of the world’s most famous shipyards, she
was commissioned into the Royal Navy on 11th January 1954, and on 22nd April
sailed into her first overseas port, Malta. In 44 years, the Britannia sailed the
equivalent of once round the world each year, calling at over 600 ports in 135
countries.

Britannia’s final mission was to bring the last Governor of Hong Kong, Chris
Patten, back from Hong Kong after its handover to the People's Republic of
China in July 1997. The Queen was reported to have shed a tear at the
decommissioning ceremony, which was attended by most of the senior
members of the Royal Family.

All'the clocks onboard are stopped at 3:01pm, the time the Queen was piped
ashore for the last time.
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If possible, please bring your Commitment for Life envelope
or donation on the 3rd Sunday of the month

Remembering Corrie ten Boom

It was 40 years ago, on 15th April 1983, that Corrie ten Boom, a Dutch writer,
watchmaker, and Holocaust survivor, died. She wrote about her experiences in
Christian books that became best-sellers.

Corrie’s family were Calvinist Christians in the Dutch Reformed Church, and
served their neighbourhood by offering shelter, food and money to the needy.
They believed the Jews were precious to God and that all people were created
equal. During the Second World War, she — and the rest of her family — helped
many Jews and others to escape from the Nazis at great risk to themselves. She
later received the rare accolade from Israel of being named Righteous Among
the Nations.The Dutch Resistance helped them to build a secret room in their
house behind Corrie’s bedroom, which became known as The Hiding Place -
later the title of her most famous book. The room held six people, had its own
ventilation and an alert buzzer, and was astonishingly successful. It is estimated
that about 800 Jews in all were saved through Corrie’s efforts, which included
obtaining at least 100 false ration cards.

Eventually an informer gave them away, and the family were arrested in
February 1944 — though not the six people in the Hiding Place at the time. After
months in prison, Corrie and her sister Betsie were sent to Ravensbriick
concentration camp in September 1944, where they continued to worship and
share the message of forgiveness, hope, love, and salvation. Betsie died in the
December, but Corrie was released later that same month, apparently because
of a ‘clerical error’. A week later all the women in her age group were sent to
the gas chambers.

After she was set free, Corrie travelled the world for 33 years, from 1944 to
1977, speaking in 64 countries. She suffered three severe strokes from August
1978 and died on her 91st birthday.



EDMUND & THOMAS PINNOCK

For this article | wish to draw your
attention to the windows in the east
wall of the chancel (organ bay) of our
church, particularly to the two
windows on either side of the organ.
Originally these were of plain glass
and dated from 1874, when the organ
bay was added to the chapel.

A historical look around our church

Edmund & Thomas Pinnock

The four stained glass windows
in the north and south walls of the
sanctuary were installed in 1921.
Until then, the chapel had windows
only in the eastern and western
walls., all being of plain glass except
the
above and beyond the organ. This

‘curved triangular’ window

shape is rather special, known
technically as a Reuleaux triangle
after Franz Reuleaux, a 19th century
German engineer who used it in his
study of machines. However, the
shape was known and centuries
earlier by the designers of gothic
church windows.

In 1922 the church meeting
decided that the windows at the
eastern end should “agree in tone
and colour with the new ones” in the
sanctuary. Two years later the two
side windows in the organ bay were
that

currently exist. They were dedicated

replaced by the windows

in memory of Thomas and Edmund
Pinnock on 5th October 1924, when
the existing brass memorial plates
were unveiled.

Edmund and Thomas Pinnock
were brothers. Both were versatile
and active members of our Church for
many years. By 1844 Edmund (then
eighteen years of age) was playing a
violin in church to accompany the
hymn singing. He was church
treasurer from January 1883 (then
“being the oldest member of the
church”) until the day he died on 30th
November 1898, aged seventy-two.
For four of those years (1891-95) he
was also church secretary. Edmund

had been a member of our church
since 1845 and served asadeaconand
a Sunday School teacher.

Thomas also served as a deacon
and as church treasurer 1875-80. He
the School
superintendent from before 1874
until his death on 30th June 1880,

was Sunday

aged forty-nine.

The Pinnock family’s connection
with our church goes back a very long
way. Edmund’s mother Mrs Sarah
Pinnock (born 1795) and his brother
Stephen (junior) were listed as
members in January 1851. Thomas
and Samuel (another brother of
Edmund) were members by 1861.
Another brother, Alfred, appears to
1867.

Stephen Ray Pinnock (son of Stephen

have been a member by

junior) was church secretary for
seven years from 1881.

Mrs Sarah Pinnock, who was born
in Little Hinton, near Wanborough,
Wiltshire, lived in Chapel Street with
her husband Stephen and family.
They had nine children. Stephen died
in 1851, Sarah in 1879 aged 84.

Other members of the family,
who were also members of our
churchincluded Harriet Pinnock (wife
of Stephen Ray), Edmund (grandson
of Edmund above) a deacon 1934-53
and his son Thomas. Mrs Eileen
Pinnock (wife of Basil Pinnock,
brother of the
Thomas) was another long serving
church member from 1963 until her
deathin2016. Eileen and Basil lived on
The Ridge, Cold Ash. They sometimes
held garden parties there, one being

last-mentioned

held in May 2004 to celebrate our
200th church anniversary.

It should also be mentioned here
that Mary Lay (great-granddaughter
of Edmund (1826-98) was a member
from 1943 until 1987. Some members
will remember Mary - she was leader
of our Junior Church 1977-82.

RBT

A devout cowboy lost his Bible while he was mending fences out on the range. Three weeks later a cow walked up to him, carrying the Bible in
its mouth. The cowboy couldn't believe his eyes. He took the book out of the cow's mouth and exclaimed, "It's a miracle!"

11

"Well, hardly that," said the cow. "Your name was written inside the cover.”



Facebook favourites

Please submit your Facebook favourites to thatcham.urc@ntlworld.com
Be sure to download them and then send as attachments - copying and pasting
into an email will not work!
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