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Have you found us

Her Late Majesty Queen Elizabeth II - Grief and Gratitude

Dear Friends,

| am writing this letter on Thursday, 22"d
September. The Queen who was 96 died just 2
weeks ago at Balmoral Castleon sth September.
The news shocked her family, the UK and the
world. Prince Charles has been proclaimed King
Charles 11, with Camilla, the Queen Consort. The
Duke and Duchess of Cambridge became the
Prince and Princess of Wales. The Queen’s body
had been lying in state in Edinburgh and thenin
Westminster Hall in London until the funeral
took place on Monday 19th September at
Westminster Abbey.

The 12 days from the Queen’s death to her
funeral were intense, but yet very moving and
solemn, as the day of her funeral approached.
Through the extensive television coverage
many of us followed the separate travels of
the Royal Family, including the Queen’s coffin,
the lying in state, the vigils, and the crowds
assembling in Edinburgh and London. |
thought it was so fitting that the Queens body
was carried from Edinburgh to London by one
of biggest, and some ways the most majestic,
aircraft the RAF has - the C17 Globemaster.

On the day of the funeral itself we
witnessed a day of outpouring of grief and
gratitude, with the splendour of the dignified
pageantry of military and Royal procession
and music. When the mile-long procession
reached The Mall, we could all be forgiven for
thinking this was the greatest ever spectacle
we will have ever seen. This was witnessed by
millions; on the streets, on television, social
media, here and around the world. Most of us
have watched far more television than we
normally do. But we have wanted to look back
at the Queen’s life and remember. We will all
have our own experiences of the way that we
expressed our grief and our gratitude.

Rachel and I joined The Queue last Friday at
8am and after 14 hoursin the slow 5 mile queue,
we arrived at Westminster Hall and filed past
the coffin at 10.20pm. There was a lot of good
feeling in the queue motivated by a ‘we must do
this’ attitude. In contrast, as we entered
Westminster Hall the atmosphere was like a
cloak of solemnity and reverence. And after
paying our respects there was an exhilarated
feeling of ‘we’ve done it.” It was fortunate that

our families were watching the live-stream
viewing and captured the moment for us. We
were just 2 of the 750 thousand who queued.

and then the
committal at St George’s Chapelin Windsor, the

Following the funeral

Queen has now been laid to rest alongside her
husband, the Duke of Edinburgh, and with her
father, mother and sister. After the 12 days of
grief, with its emotions, reflection, tradition,
spectacle, pageantry and gratitude, it all quietly
came to an end on that Monday evening.

We may struggle now toimagine life without
the Queen. Her constancy and faithfulness
have been reassuring in a world that has
changed so much. We thank God, in gratitude
for the Queen’s example and devotion. She
found stability, perseverance and confidence in
her faith in Jesus Christ who was the source of
her hope and peace. May that also be true for
each of us and for our nation.

In what has been billed ‘the most watched
sermon in history’ with an audience of
millions, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin
Welby, spoke at the Queen’s funeral. He said
her allegiance to God was given before any
person gave allegiance to her. Her service to
so many people, had its foundation in
following Christ — God himself - who said that
he ‘came not to be served but to serve and to
give his life as a ransom for many.’

We can all share the Queen’s hope whichin
life and death inspired her servant leadership.
Service in life, hope in death. All who follow
the Queen’s example, and inspiration of trust
and faith in God, can say with her: ‘We will
meet again.” The grief of this day - felt not only
by the Queen’s family but all round the nation
and the world - arises from her abundant life
and loving joyful service, now gone from us.

As we move into uncertain times again, let
us ‘go out into the darkness, and put our hands
into the hand of God, and trust him. That shall
be to us a better and safer way’. God doesn’t
change although things around us might. His
truths and promises to us remain trustworthy
still.

With gratitude to God for Our Gracious
Queen

John

on Facebook?
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One of our former ministers, .
Arthur
Dementia unit in a Preston care
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home. Previous to that, he spent

Prayer for Emergencies

time in Preston Hospital. He is still
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controls
Have mercy on the lands where the

) . ) earth has given way.
Grace in a very loud voice, and is
. Have mercy on the lands where the

rather upset when other residents
weather has destroyed

take no notice! Most of them do o
K at all. Pl dad i livelihoods.
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Love and blessings, June B hope
Pauline & Tony Gresswell
celebrated their 5oth wedding

anniversary and David and Hilary

so that entire communities
may face the future without fear.

Amen.
celebrated their 52nd wedding

anniversary.

Margaret Gill is now in
Winchcombe Place Care Home,
Newbury - Room 9

Sadly, Alan Osborne passed

away after a short spell in the
Rainbow Room at West Berks Flowers from the church have been
Community Hospital. We pray for given with the love of us all to:

September: Margaret Gill, Hilary

Weller.

for God’s love to surround and
support his wife and family.

Loving, Creator God, Thank you for your wonderful creation. In these days of
concern about climate change and the damage caused by modern lifestyles
and choices, help us to be more aware. Help us to make good choices. Help
us to be good stewards of Your creation.

You are so generous Lord. You provide for us —more than enough to meet the
needs of all people. Help us to play our part in making sure there is fair
distribution of all Your provision. Help us to reflect Your generosity, Your
compassion, Your justice. Help us to care for Your world and Your precious

EMBRACE the Middle East

2 October Orphanages in Egypt house children from a variety of difficult

situations, including those whose parents struggle to look after them. We give
thanks for our partner, Life Vision, who's new project recognises the
importance of a nurturing family environment and works to place children with
foster carers and support some to return to their birth families.

9 October We pray for refugees across Lebanon, which has the highest
number of refugees per capita in the world. Many do not have any formal
refugee camps to go to and live in inadequate shelters. Our partner MERATH
will be responding to winter needs again this year distributing warm clothes,
blankets and mattresses to help them survive the winter ahead.

16 October A team of Embrace volunteers has travelled to the West Bank
to help Palestinian farmers with the olive harvest. Olive trees are important
economically and symbolically, yet thousands have been uprooted or burnt by
Israelisettlers. By assisting with the harvest, our volunteers show solidarity with
the farmers. We keep them in our prayers this week.

23 October We pray for the village of Alqosh in northern Iraq, where our
partner CAPNI is helping the community to become more economically
sustainable. Their work includes building greenhouses to protect crops and
extend the growing season, enabling the farmers to earn a more stable income.

30 October As we approach All Souls' Day, we honour the memory of
Embrace supporters who have died. We ask for God's blessings on their
bereaved loved ones and thank him for the generosity of those who have

donated to our partners in memory of someone special.

ST MUNGO’S EVEN LESSER . On the 20th day of September
A In the Year of Our Lord
2022

To Uncle Eustace kﬂ ﬂL
Rector [T g e,

i e,
4. My

Our dear Vicar is, indeed, beginning to regret the installation of solar

St James the Least of All

Dear Uncle Eustace, =

panels on such a vast scale. One third of the pews have had to be removed,
to enable enough battery space for the anticipated energy production.
However, he is much taken by your treadmill idea, and another third of
the pews have been moved into the graveyard, in readiness for taking
delivery Tuesday next. Itis expected that the benefit to the choir boys could

children.
In Jesus name, Amen

By Daphne Kitching

be substantial.

Your loving nephew,

Darren

ST. JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL

Xl

from The Rectory —

My dear Nephew Darren
After all these years, who would
have believed it: to have my own

book printed! | must admit, | had
imagined a leather-bound volume
with gold leaf lettering on the spine —
perhaps even titled ‘Volume One’,
implying future delights when further
work would appear. A paperback,

held together with glue was a slight
disappointment. The publisher’s
reason for a print run of 50, saying
that it meant fewer would have to be
dumped in cut-price bookshops, was
not what | had expected either.

He seemed to think that my
commentary on Eusebius’s tables for
cross-referencing the gospels, as
explained in his letter to Carpianus,
would not have mass interest. While |
concede it will be unlikely to dent the
sales of Harry Potter, and that | am
unlikely to be involved in negotiating
the filmrights, | had hoped for slightly
more enthusiasm for this stride
forward in global knowledge.

The excitement of the book
launch and signing was also
tempered when only the bishop
arrived, expecting a free copy, so he

could mark it for theological errors.
My suggestion that he take a copy to
colour it in did not go down well. |
suspect | will not now be asked to
deliver a paper onit at the next clergy
conference.

| was briefly excited when several
parishioners came into the shop. But
itturned out that one wanted to book
a baptism with me, and another
wanted to complain that at his recent
wedding, | had nearly married the
best man to the bride. | was tempted
to tell him that the time may come
when he wished that | had, but
decided that would be another sale
lost.

| could not even console myself
with a free drink. The publisher had
only brought two bottles of that
particular white wine, of unknown

origin, that seems specially reserved
for book launches and retirement
parties. | suspect it derives less from
a vineyard and more from a
laboratory. One bottle he kept for
himself and the other disappeared
after my Confirmation class came in
to ask whether the book would be
serialised on TV.

In the end, | bought all 50 copies
myself, placed a note inthe bookshop
saying that, due to
exceptional demand, the print run
had been entirely sold out. It has also
solved the annual problem of
Christmas presents; in your case, a
second copy will probably arrive for
your birthday too.

Your loving uncle,

Eustace

window
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Across

1 Tertullus, who presented the
high priest’s case against Paul in
his trial before Felix, was one
(Acts 24:1) (6)

4 As balm (anag.) (6)

8 Having explored Canaan, he and
Joshua urged the Israelites to
take possession of it (Numbers
13:30) (5)

9 On becoming king of Judah, he
had all six of his brothers killed (2
Chronicles 21:4) (7)

10 ‘Even the — has found a home,
and the swallow a nest for
herself’ (Psalm 84:3) (7)

11 Banishment(Jeremiah29:1)(5)

12 ‘And now | will show you the
most — way’(1Corinthians12:31)
(9

17 ‘Titus did not exploit you, did he?
Did we not —— the same spirit
and follow the same course?’ (2
Corinthians 12:18) (3,2)

19 Mice den(anag.)(7)

21 How Egypt is often described in
the Old Testament: ‘the land of —
” (Exodus 13:3) (7)

22 One of the first Levites to resettle
in Jerusalem after the exile in
Babylon (1 Chronicles 9:15) (5)

23 ‘As a sheep before her shearers is
—,s0 he did not open his mouth’
(Isaiah 53:7) (6)

24 Paul’s birthplace(Acts22:3)(6)

R|D

1 Ravenous insect inflicted on Egypt
in vast numbers as the eighth
plague (Exodus 10:14) (6)

2 Well-being (Philippians 2:20) (7)

3 Small piece of live coal or wood in
a dying fire (Psalm 102:3) (5)

5 Sportsman or woman (2 Timothy
2:5)(7)

6 The original name of Abraham’s
wife (Genesis 17:15) (5)

7 ‘Soin Christ we who are many
form one body, and each —
belongs to all the others’
(Romans 12:5) (6)

9 According to Peter, a wife’s
beauty should not come from
wearing this (1 Peter 3:3) (9)

13 ‘For God did not send his Son into
the world to — the world’ (John
3:17)(7)

14 ‘The Lord of heaven and
earth...does not live in — built by
hands’ (Acts 17:24) (7)

15 ‘If your hand — you to sin,cut it
off’(Mark9:43)(6)

16 Something like these fell from
Saul’s eyes as soon as Ananias
placed his hands on him (Acts
9:18) (6)

18 Track(Job41:30)(5)

20 Religious doctrine(s)

Answers next page

It is easy to do any amount of work - provided it isn't the work you
are supposed to be doing.

1926-2022

Thatcham URCjoins the nation in mourning the death of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II.

This is a terribly sad time for the nation and her family.

She was held in great affection, not only here but across the world and
Commonwealth nations. This was clear to see when we all joined in celebrating
her reign through the Platinum Jubilee and associated events we held here in
Thatcham, as too around the world.

I know we speak for so many when we express gratitude for all she did for
us and the Commonwealth through the extraordinary example she set of
competence, unselfishness and dedication to her job.

As the King prepares for his Coronation, we hope he and his family will be
sustained in their grief by the deep affection that will be shown for his mother
as she is laid to rest marking the passing of the second Elizabethan age. Now
we usher in a new era in the magnificent history of our great country.

Her memory will endure - God save the King!

Floral Tribute

Evening will come, however determined the late afternoon,

Limes and oaks in their last green flush, pearled in September mist.
I have conjured a lily to light these hours, a token of thanks,
Zones and auras of soft glare framing the brilliant globes.

A promise made and kept for life — that was your gift -
Because of which, here is a gift in return, glovewort to some,
Each shining bonnet guarded by stern lance-like leaves.

The country loaded its whole self into your slender hands,
Hands that can rest, now, relieved of a century’s weight.
Evening has come. Rain on the black lochs and dark Munros.
Lily of the Valley, a namesake almost, a favourite flower
Interlaced with your famous bouquets, the restrained

Zeal and forceful grace of its lanterns, each inflorescence
Assilent bell disguising a singular voice. A blurred new day
Breaks uncrowned on remote peaks and public parks, and
Everything turns on these luminous petals and deep roots.
This lily that thrives between spire and tree, whose brightness
Holds and glows beyond the life and border of its bloom.
SIMON ARMITAGE

Poet laureate



URC 50th Anniversary

Last week, the URC heard about the
revised dates for the national rail strikes 56 The
on October 1 and 5, news that was United
confirmed yesterday (20th). Many Reformed
Church
Faith - Hope - Love - Since 1972

heaviest of hearts, that the best option is to postpone our jubilee events.

meetings and conversations have taken
place, and we've decided, with the

After close to three years of planning, this postponement is deeply
disappointing, but we want the URC to celebrate its jubilee properly, with all
who want to take part.

We let you know about the new date as soon as possible, and please keep
all who are affected by this news in your thoughts and prayers.

All attending the events on October 1 were going to receive a special copy
of Reform, which is also celebrating its 50th anniversary. If you would like to
receive copies for you and for others in your church, please email
reform@urc.org.uk with your address details and the number of copies

required.
With warmest wishes and thanks,
Andy Jackson and Sam Richards

Convenors, 50th Anniversary Planning Group

Phillip came to me today,
and said it was time to go.

I looked at him and smiled,
as i whispered that "I know"

I then turned and looked behind me,
and seen | was asleep.

All my Family were around me,

and | could hear them weep.

1 gently touched each shoulder,
with Phillip by my side.

Then | turned away and walked,
with My Angel guide.

Phillip held my hand,

as he lead the way,

to aworld where King's and Queens,
are Monarch's every day.

I was given a crown to wear
or a Halo known by some.
The difference is up here,
they are worn by everyone.

| felt a sense of peace,

my reign had seen its end.

70 years | had served my Country,
as the peoples friend.

Thank you for the years,
for all your time and love.

Now I am one of two again,

in our Palace up above.

Prayer for Black Lives Matter

Commitment

for|Life
God of alllife, Lord of all nations, God

of all peoples. We thank you for our lord Jesus Christ, who did not allow any

Naison M Hove

colour, or shade of the skin, to divide and break your community using the
mantra of race, religion and ethnicity. Lord, O Lord, we are dying because of
blackness. Lord, we rejoice at the

resurrection of our risen Lord, who conquered the evil of racial divide for all
peoples on the Cross of Calvary. Lord Jesus Christ, you died on the Cross and
rose tolife. You liberated all, including people of colour and the caucasian. Lord,
do “Black Lives Matter” in your world? Can black women and men sing a song
of praise to God? Lord take pity upon the sheep of your flock. Grant us life, grant
us hope, grant us a cure to the virus of racism.

In the name of the risen Lord, we beseech you. Amen.

9 8

INTERMEDIATE

€ 2008 KrazyDad. tom

Crossword Answers
ACROSS: : 1, Lawyer. 4, Balsam. 8, Caleb. 9, Jehoram. 10, Sparrow. 11, Exile. 12,
Excellent. 17, Act in. 19, Endemic. 21, Slavery. 22, Galal. 23, Silent. 24, Tarsus.

DOWN: 1, Locust. 2, Welfare. 3, Ember. 5, Athlete. 6, Sarai. 7, Member. 9,
Jewellery. 13, Condemn. 14, Temples. 15, Causes. 16, Scales. 18, Trail. 20,
Dogma.

Anyone who thinks talk is cheap
never argued with a traffic warden.

Easy sodoku

With October, autumn is underway

@
o

- the leaves are turning gold, the chilly
nights are closing in and the shops are
full of Halloween things. Our ancestors
were frightened of the dark and cold of
winter, and feared that evil things
might attack them. So they lit fires and
wore frightening masks, to ward off
evil spirits. But Christianity taught a
much better way: it taught that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God, and that when
He died for us on the cross, He
overcame all the powers of evil that
there are. So we don’t need charms to

ZErrnNn=nHdHomwuHunn
—Z—OI4d4TuncCcuvm—
OroOoO>Fo0o3>E=<m>n——
roOo—uvirnm—oetmnCc
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ward off evil, we just need to turn to
Jesus in prayer.

I

Autumn  Jesus
[SJ g E Gold Son 3 .4 3 9
Night fearless 9 51 2
5 2 ID' Dark School 7 8 a1|s
A Pumpkin  Exams 3 2 4 5
3 ¥ I'I'_I Sweets  Half term 7 | g | 9 1
5 U G Saints Coal a1 8 3
216 3
G M P Goodness Leaves
A N U Saving Bonfires 8 1409
Prayer Sneeze 5 4 7 ﬁ L
H I O Protection Scarves S
ELS Light soup A lot of people want to serve
CSG 6od, but only in an advisory
TUN capacity.



It was a very special day on Friday, 16th September,

when we joined THE QUEUE to pay tribute at the lying in

state of Queen Elizabeth. After14 hoursand 11 miles (lots
of walking and zigzag ‘snaking’ before the start) of slow
walking and waiting, good camaraderie in the crowd,
landmark sights by the Thames, we arrived at the vast
Westminster Hall, scene of so many other historic
events, at 10.20pm. The pageantry was impressive, the
atmosphere hushed and reverent, people deeply moved
and grateful. Memorable indeed. Thank you to our
daughters who captured the moments on livestream TV.

Rachel and John

I T T W
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Allin October

Did God create evil?

200 years ago, on 20th October
1822 that the Sunday Times news-
paper was first published in the UK.

175 years ago, on 6th October
1847 that Charlotte Bronte’s novel
Jane Eyre was first published, under
the penname of Currer Bell.

150 years ago, on 11th October
British
suffragette, was born. A militant

1872 that Emily Davison,

fighter for her cause, she died after
being hit by the King’s horse at the
1913 Derby.

Also
October 1872 that Ralph Vaughan
Williams, British composer, was born.

150 years ago, on 12th

125 years ago, on 18th October
1897 that Isabel Briggs Myers, an
American personality analyst and
writer was born. She created the
Myers-Briggs Type Indicator with her
mother, Katherine Cook Briggs.

100 years ago, on 18th October
1922 that the BBC was officially
founded as the British Broadcasting
Company  (now  the  British
Broadcasting Corporation.)

Also 100 years ago, on 24th
October 1922 that George Cadbury
died. He had transformed his father’s
chocolate and cocoa business into
one of the world’s most successful
companies. He also provided low-
cost housing and improved working
conditions for his employees.

90 years ago, on 1st October 1932,
that the British Union of Fascists was
founded by Oswald Mosley. It was
banned by the British Government in
1940 and dissolved.

80 years ago, from 23rd October
to 5th November 1942 that the
Second Battle of El-Alamein in Egypt
took place. This important Allied
victory marked the beginning of the
end for the Axis in North Africa.

Also 80 years ago, on 30th
October 1942 that crew members
from the British destroyer HMS
Petard retrieved codebooks from the
German submarine U-559, enabling
cryptographers at Bletchley Park to
decipher the version of the Enigma
code used by U-boats.

70 years ago, on 6th October 1952
that the world premiere of Agatha
Christie’s
opened

play, The Mousetrap
It then
25th

running,

in Nottingham.
opened in London on
November, and is still
making it the world’s longest-running

play. It has been performed more

than 28,000 times.

65 years ago, on 9th October 1957
that the Lovell Telescope began
Bank
Observatory in Cheshire. At the time

operating at the Jodrell

it was the world’s largest steerable
dish radio telescope. Now it is the
third largest. It played an important
role in the early days of space
launches, as it was the only radio
telescope that could detect the weak
signals from rockets, satellites and
space probes.

60 years ago, on 15th October
1962 that British weather forecasts
switched from the Fahrenheit scale
to Celsius.

Also 60 years ago, from 16th to
28th October 1962 that the Cuban
missile crisis began when the USA
discovered that the Soviet Union had
deployed ballistic missiles in Cuba.
After days of tense negotiations the
Soviet Union agreed to dismantle and
remove the weapons. In exchange,
the USA agreed not to invade Cuba,
and to remove its own ballistic
missiles from Turkey and lItaly that
were targeting the Soviet Union.
Historians believe that the crisis was
the closest the two countries has
come to full-scale nuclear war.

40yearsago, on 11th October 1982
that Henry VIIlI’s flagship the Mary
Rose was raised from the bottom of
the Solent, off the coast of southern
England, 437 years after it sank.

30 years ago, on 13th October
1992 that the British Government
announced that 31 of the country’s 50
remaining deep coal mines would
close by March 1993, putting 31,000
miners out of work. Six mines were
closed immediately.

20 years ago - on 4th October
2002 that American terrorist, Richard
Reid, ‘the shoe bomber’, pleaded
guilty to trying to blow up a
transatlantic flight using explosives
hidden in his shoes. In January 2003
he was sentenced to life
imprisonment.

10 years ago, on 22nd October
2012 that the American cyclist Lance
Armstrong was banned from
competitive cycling for life and
stripped of all his titles including his
seven Tour de France titles, for using
illicit performance-enhancing drugs.
After first denying the charges, he
admitted he had
throughout most of his career.

used drugs

The University professor challenged his students with this question.

“Did God create everything that exists?”

A student bravely replied, “Yes he did!”

“God created everything?” The professor asked.

“Yes sir”, the student replied.

The professor answered, “If God created everything, then God created evil,
since evil exists, and according to the principal that our works define who we
are, then God is evil.”

The student became quiet before such an answer. The professor, quite
pleased with himself, boasted to the students that he had proven once more
that the Christian faith was a myth.

Another student raised his hand and said, “Can | ask you a question
professor?”

“Of course”, replied the professor.

The student stood up and asked, “Professor, does cold exist?”

“What kind of question is this? Of course it exists. Have you never been
cold?” The students snickered at the young man’s question.

The young man replied, “In fact sir, cold does not exist. According to the
laws of physics, what we consider cold is in reality the absence of heat.

Every body or object is susceptible to study when it has or transmits energy,
and heat is what makes abody or matter have or transmit energy. Absolute zero
is the total absence of heat; all matter becomes inert and incapable of reaction
at that temperature. Cold does not exist.

We have created this word to describe how we feel if we have no heat.”

The student continued, “Professor, does darkness exist?”

The professor responded, “Of course it does.”

The student replied, “Once again you are wrong sir, darkness does not exist
either. Darkness is in reality the absence of light. Light we can study, but not
darkness. In fact we can use Newton’s prism to break white light into many
colors and study the various wavelengths of each color. You cannot measure
darkness. A simple ray of light can break into a world of darkness and illuminate
it. How can you know how dark a certain space is? You measure the amount of
light present. Isn’t this correct? Darkness is a term used by man to describe what
happens when there is no light present.”

Finally the young man asked the professor, “Sir, does evil exist?”

Now uncertain, the professor responded, “Of course as | have already said.
We see it everyday. It is in the daily example of man’s inhumanity to man. It is
in the multitude of crime and violence everywhere in the world. These
manifestations are nothing else but evil.

To this the student replied, “Evil does not exist sir, or at least it does not exist
unto itself. Evil is simply the absence of God. It is just like darkness and cold, a
word that man has created to describe the absence of God. God! did not create
evil. Evil is the result of what happens when man does not have God’s love
present in his heart. It’s like the cold that comes when there is no heat or the
darkness that comes when there is no light.”

The professor sat down.

The young man’s name — Albert Einstein.

Postage stamps

All new stamps are to be barcoded. Ordinary
postage stamps may be used through the mail only until
31st January 2023.

The exceptions to this are all special issued stamps
(eg Christmas Stamps, birds, royalty, world cup . .)

Any other stamps retained after that date, for

example, 20p, 1st class or 2nd class that are not

barcoded may NOT be used after 31st January BUT they can be SWAPPED OUT

up to the value of £200 by using a special form available at
https://www.royalmail.com/sites/royalmail.com/files/2022-05/Stamp-Swap-

Out-Form-under-200-pounds-v1_3.pdf



Barfield plaque and then bring-and-share lunch

Donations for the FoodBank from the shopping

Thatcham URC

Harvest
Festival

Sunday 9 October 10.30am
followed by the unveiling of the

in the British School.

list alongside will be welcome, or monetary

donations for Commitment for Life

Please help feed local people in crisis
by buying one or two items
from our list and donating them to
West Berks Foodbank

Thank you!

* Tinned Meat

» Pasta Sauce
i=Baled-Bears”

* Tinned Soup

* Tinned Fruit

* Tinned Vegetables

* Instant Mash

* Custard/Rice Pudding
* Sugar

* Coffee

» Long Life UHT Milk

» Long Life Fruit Juice
~ Toilet Rolls

* Shampoo

» Showergel
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Mousefest

17 & 18 September

Photos: Jon Wilding

Thatcham Mousefest started out
in early March, after Kate & Esther
visited a friend’s church near Bristol
to see their Mousefest. All we knew
was that it was a collection of knitted
mice! We instantly knew that, with
support, it could be replicated it in
Thatcham, seeing it as not only as a
fundraising opportunity, but the
chance to involve the wider
community and to be a wonderful
outreach activity.

It was put to both churches and a
date agreed. All funds raised would
be split equally between St Mary’s &
Thatcham URC, due to availability and
space we would use St Marys as the
venue.

Themes were decided and the
knitting patterns purchased, next we
had to bring our knitters on board.
Word soon got around and mice were
being knitted at a rate of knots. We
had all sorts of folk knitting, sewing,
creating and encouraging.

By the beginning of September
we had over 120 mice! We had
decided on 13 tableaux type scenes
that depicted both the Church
community and the wider community
of Thatcham. During the weeks
leading up to the event we finished
creating backdrops and accessories
to enhance the displays, we asked for
volunteers to bake cakes, serve
refreshments and help meet and
greet visitors and scattered many
posters throughout the town.

We opened the doors at 10am on
Saturday 18th October and the church
was soon overrun by mouse
enthusiasts! The response was
phenomenal. The mice were for sale,
for collection after the event, and
there were times when we couldn’t
keep up with visitors wanting to pay
us. All 120 mice were sold by mid
afternoon on Sunday, how did that
happen!!?? After touring the mice, it
was lovely to see people chatting and
enjoying a cuppa and cake afterwards.

There were so many wonderful
comments, people really didn’t know
what to expect but were pleasantly
surprised by what they saw and were
very generous in their donations.

By the end of the weekend, we
had taken an incredible £1540, which
completely surpassed any
expectations that we may have had.
We could not have run such a
successful event without the
support, encouragement and hard
work of so many people, so a huge
thank you to you all.

Esther
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Here we go

9 Barco de Avila

2 Exercise time 10 Barco de Avila

3 Spinnaker Tower 11 Barco de Avila

4 Boat top deck 12 Grimaldo
exercise yard 13 Grimaldo

5 Arroyo dela
Encomedia

6 First beer!
Ledesma

8 Ledesma

Spain and Portugal

We embarked on

Spanish/Portuguese trip on Sunday

our

4th September. With a whole two
weeks ahead we rode to Portsmouth
where (after initially being put in the
wrong queue!) we boarded Brittany
Ferries ship Salamanca for the
journey to Bilbao - we would be on
board for two nights. After climbing
many sets of stairs from Deck 3 to
Deck 9 we located our cabin before
going out on deck to see Portsmouth
and the Spinnaker Tower all lit up.
After a walk around the deck and
trying the gym
equipment (why not!) we retired to

out outdoor

our cabin hoping that the crossing of

the Bay of Biscay would be calm.

Our ticket included breakfast and
dinner on each of the sailings so next
morning we located the restaurent
for our buffet continental breakfast.
At this point we were still in sight of
land - we think the west coast of
Brittany. Our plan to spend lots of
time out on deck relaxing was
somewhat scuppered as it was very
windy and later started to rain!

We arrived in Balbao at 8am local
time on Tuesday and were soon on the
road to our first hotel. All our
accommodation had been booked via
Booking.com which we always find
very good. We choose aroughlocation
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then look for somewhere to stay, the
two main criteria being safe parking for
the bike and either in-house restaurant
or one within a few minutes walking
distance. We have stayed in some
amazing places over the years from
chateaux to quirky b&bs.

Alan had spent many hours
plotting our route on the computer,
transferring it to the Satnav and
marking up maps for me to use.
Several years ago on our first
organised trip we noticed that one of
the guys wore a map on his back so
that his wife could follow their route.
This seemed like a brilliant idea to us

so we adopted it and it has proved

invaluable on several occasions when
technology has failed! It also means
that | can see roughly where we are
and when our scheduled stops will be.

Our first day of riding took us
down through northern Spain to a
small town near to Valladolid and our
first hotel which was a converted
monastery. It was very hot when we
arrived and we thought there was a
pool so we could have a swim to cool
down - but we were wrong!

With about a week to go to our
trip | decided that it might be a good
idea to learn a few words of Spanish!
| referred to the language app we
have on our phones and was able to



learn a few useful words and phrases,

such as ‘tu hablas Ingles’ (do you
speak English) and ‘dos cervesas por
favor’ (two beers please)!

Our second day in Spain had us
riding through some lovely scenery
with a lunch stop overlooking the
river and bridges shown in photos
above, later passing an old castle at El
Barco de Avila. Our accommodation
for the night was a lovely little b&b
with three rooms and a shared
kitchen area which we were able to
use as well as where we had
breakfast. Our friendly host asked
where we were going next and
sugested we visit Caceres, a city with
a lot of history. It wasn’t on our
itinerary, but we decided that local

knowledge was worth using and it

was on our route. Unfortunately,
although we found Caceres we never
found the old, historic part so we
carried on to our planned stop at
Badajoz. On arrival we rode up to the
car park which proved tobejustavery
rough piece of ground interspersed
with a few trees - not an inviting place
to try to park a motorbike! After lots
of deliberation Alan decided to give it
a go and it proved that parking was
the easy part! The gound was so
uneven that when we tried to leave
we ended up having to unload our
bags so the bike was light enough to
manoeuvre. Not great when you’re
already hot in all your bike gear!
However, it was worth it as the ruined
castle and the plaza where we had a
delicious lunch were amazing.
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14 Badajoz
15 Badajoz
16 Badajoz

castle

parked

Later in the day we crossed the
borderinto Portugal where we gained
an hour as they are on UK time. Our
next hotel did have a pool and the first
thing we did after checking in was to
go for a cooling swim before relaxing
in the sun with our books. It was then
that we heard the news of the
concern for the Queen and her
subsequent passing. It seemed quite
strange to be on holiday, out of the
country, at this sad time.

We spent the evening exploring
the town, finding an old castle and
church on the hill before enjoying a
beer and tapas outside a local
hostelry.

On Friday morning we left for our
journey to Faro where we had
booked an apartment for 4 nights

17 Mourao - first pool!
18 Mourao —

19 Mourao castle
20 Mourao -

21 Luz - enroute from
Morao

22 Lagoon, Praia de
Faro

view from 23 Breakfast table, Praia
de Faro

24 Lagoon, Praia de

bike Faro

and a few relaxing days off the
motorbike. It was another hot day
and at one point we stopped to pour
bottles of water over ourselves to
help us cool down!

On arriving at our apartment we
were met by the owner, Marcos, a
really lovely man who spoke very
good English. After checking usin he
explained a little about the local area
and things we might like to do during
our stay. The small apartment block
was situated between the beach and
the lagoon looking across to Faro
town and we were able to be in the
water within minutes!

Next day we did a seven mile walk
which included visiting a local nature
reserve to see the visiting flamingoes
which Marcos had told us about. In



the same area we noticed lots of

shallow pools which turned out to be
salt pans. The return journey from
the reserve took us alongside a golf
course to a restaurant/bar for a
cooling beer then back along the
beachtotheapartment. We had seen
lots of activitiy on the lagoon, with
people on paddle boards and kayaks
so the next day we hired a double
kayak at the amazingly cheap rate of
two euros each for two hours!

On Monday the weather turned
drizzly so we took the ferry over to
Faro town (three euros 50 each
return) where we booked ourselves
on to the land train which took us
around the town before stopping for
lunch and the return trip back to the
apartment.

Time to move on, so on Tuesday
we packed up and started on theride
to our next destination, still in
Portugal.

with great, empty roads. This next

More amazing scenery,

hotel was another fabulous find.
There were six rooms located around
a courtyard with a large garden and
welcome swimming pool.

Well rested, we set out next day in
slightly but
nothing to worry about. However, as

less good weather
the day wore on the drizzle turned to
rain which got steadily heavier and,
although we were wearing our wet
weatherjackets, we hadn’t thought it
bad the
corresponding trousers! Possibly a

enough to  don

mistake, as we arrived at our final
hotel in the Portuguese mountains

12

move

wet and cold! You should have seen
us trying to dry out gloves etc using
the hairdryer in our room! I’'m sure
there would have been an amazing
view from the hotel if it hadn’t been
obscured by mist and cloud!

Next morning, suitably dried out
we set off again thinking that as we
were now so high up we would surely
start to descend back down through
the clouds. Wrong - we continued
upwards reaching a height of 1900
metres but ending up above the mist
and murk! A longish day on the bike
ahead so spent much of it on the
motorway - something we usually try
to avoid. However, Spanish and
Portuguese motorways are not like
ours, mostly only 2 lanes wide and
going  through

more fabulous

26 Cooling down
properly

27 Flamingoes at nature 35 Sao Romao
reserve, Faro

28 Salt pans at Faro

29 Faro town

30 Faro town

25 Cooling down on the 32 Cassa Zanzibar,

Landiera
33 Cassa Zanzibar
34 Cassa Zanzibar

36 Mangualde de Serra

37 Valdigem

38 Carucedo, Las
Medulas

31 Faro townn

scenery. We marvelled at the civil
engineering required to build all the
really high viaducts along the route.
Unlike France and Spain, Portuguese
motorways do not have toll booths.
We noticed large signs at intervals
along the way giving the charges for
using theroad but had noidea how to
pay. On doing some research we
discovered that it is possible to pay
on-linein advance (if you know where
you are going) or you can log in with
your vehicle registration to find out
how much you owe!

| forgot to mention that during
the week we had received an email
from our next hotel (back in Spain)
asking if we could change our dates
as they’d double booked! Obviously
the answer was no, but to be fair they



did make alternative arrangements

for us in an apartment about 5km
from the hotel. We were there for
two nights which enabled us to
explore the area on another seven
mile walk! We were in Las Medulas
which was a very picturesque area
overlooked by sandstone rocks,
some of which contained ancient
roman gold mines. Afteran energetic
walk up a steep, rough track we
emerged to fantastic views and were
able to visit the cave which was open.
Apart from being issued with hard
hats it was refreshing that there were
health

requirements. It was quite dark and

no formal and safety
the roof was very low in places so the
phone torch proved very useful!

Now back on Spanish time we left

the apartment on Saturday morning
heading towards Oviedo for our last
night before arriving in Santander for
the return ferry crossing on Sunday.
The hotel in Oviedo was a bit of a
disappointment: the girl on the
reception desk would win no awards
for her welcome and our room smelt
as though someone had been
smoking in it! We probably
should/could have asked for a
different room but it seemed like to
much hassle so we just opened the
window wide! On the flip side, Alan
went in search of a hot drink and
came back with two coffees having
foundavery friendly, chatty man who
couldn’t have been more helpful. He
was also on duty in the morning when
we turned up for breakfast at 7.30
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before any of the lights were
switched on in the breakfast room!

Duly fed and watered, we loaded
up the bike for the final time and
began thejourney to Santander. Once
again the weather was not great to
begin with, very misty but at least not
raining. We were travelling through
part of the Picos de Europa area and |
was relieved to find that we were not
going up into the mountains again.

Although we didn’t visit Santiago
de Compostela, as originally planned,
our route often coincided with the
Camino de Santiago, passing many
groups of pilgrims.

Wearrived at the portin good time
and joined the queues of vehicles
waiting to go through passport
control before boarding. A different

San Judas Tadeo

San Judas Tadeo
41 Lake Carucedo

mine, Las Medulas

39 Inglesia San Simony 44 Follow the map or

the signpost?

40 Inglesia San Simony 45-48 Former Roman

gold mine, Las
Medulas

42 Former Roman gold 49-51 Random coffee

and lunch stops

43 Just a lizard, joined
us as lunch
companion

ship this time - the Galicia - although
exactly the same layout as the
Salamanca but this time our cabin was
on deck 7, so not quite as many stairs.

At dinner that evening we gotinto
conversation with another couple
and it transpired that they were very
active former members of a URC in
the midlands although now at an
Anglican church in Nantwich.

Our
predominately in our cabin watching

final day was spent
the funeral of the late Queen on
television. A sad end to our holiday
but a fitting ceremony to mark the
passing of an incredible lady.

We travelled just under2000 miles
on the journey and had a great time
doing a mix of riding and relaxing.
Gill and Alan



What the papers say...

SWEETENERS MAY RAISE THE RISK
OF DIABETES, STUDY FINDS

By Sarah Knapton Science Editor,
Daily Telegraph, 20th August 2022

Artificial sweeteners can change
blood sugar levels and may raise the
risk of diabetes, research suggests.
Sweeteners, which contain fewer
calories than sugar, were long-
believed to have no impact on the
body and have soared in popularity in
recent decades.

However, a study of 120 regular
users of the additive, published in the
journal Cell Press, found alterations in
gut microbes that may affect glucose
tolerance. Saccharin and sucralose, in
particular, were found to significantly
change blood sugar tolerance in
healthy adults.

Around 2.2 million people in
Britain use artificial sweeteners four
times a day or more and they are also
found in drinks, desserts, ready
meals, cakes, chewing gum and
toothpaste. Research has previously
suggested they may stimulate
appetite and therefore, may play a
role in weight gain, but the evidence
has been conflicting.

Dr Sarah Berry, senior lecturer in
the Nutritional
Sciences in the School of Medicine at

Department  of

King’s College London, said: “Many
people aren’t even aware that they
are consuming sweeteners, as they
are in such a wide range of foods.
Sweeteners are not inert and whilst
they are a better option than sugar,
my recommendation would be to
avoid consuming them in excess”.

TRUSS: EU ENVIRONMENTAL
CONCERNS THAT DELAY HOUSE
BUILDING MUST BE DITCHED
By Ben Riley-Smith, Political Editor,
Daily Telegraph 20th August 2022

Liz Truss (now the PM) wants to
ditch an environmental rule blamed
for slowing down the construction of
more than 100,000 homes if she
She is
planning to get rid of the so-called

becomes prime minister.

“nutrient neutrality” requirement,
brought in after a European Court of
Justice ruling in 2018 that requires
developers to detail the impact of
their proposals in terms of pollution
on rivers and wetlands and to
promise mitigation measures, in
order to secure planning permission.
have the

Critics argued

requirement has slowed

construction, exaggerated
environmental impacts and created
the

housing shortage. The Home Builders

uncertainty,  exacerbating
Federation conducted an analysis in
March that found 120,000 homes
were being delayed the issue. Some
74 local planning authorities are
bound by the rule, which is mandated
by Natural England, part of the
Department for Environment and
Rural Affairs (Defray.

Parts of the country impacted
include the Cumbria, Teesside &
Cleveland, Norfolk, Kent and much of
the South-West.

JAPAN URGES YOUNG TO BUY
MORE ALCOHOL

By Nick Allen, Daily telegraph, 18th
August 2022

Japan has launched a drive to get
young people to drink more alcohol
after many stopped doing so during
the pandemic. The social change has
led to less revenue for the National
Tax Agency (NTA).

Now it has invited anyone aged 20
to 39 to submit ideas for strategies to
increase  alcohol  consumption,
including promoting drinking at
home. Entrants to the “Sake Viva!”
contest had until Sept 9th to come up
with ideas, with the winning plan
being announced in November and
adopted by the NTA.

Consumption of alcohol in Japan
has fallen by 25% in the past quarter-
century, for reasons including an
ageing population. The trend was
exact bated by the pandemic as,
young people stopped going out to
restaurants and socializing as much.
Taxes from alcohol sales saw their
biggest fall in three decades in 2020.
In that year consumption of beer,
which was the worst affected drink,
was down by over 20%.

FIRST EVER BEANO COMIC TIPPED
TO SELL FOR £4,000
From Daily Telegraph, 20th August 2022
Arare copy of the first ever Beano
comic is tipped to sell for £4,000. The
legendary comic was first published
on3oth July 1938 with a cover price of
two pence. It is thought that 10,000
copies were printed but only 30 are
known to exist today.
The first edition featured famous
characters like “Big Eggo” and “Lord
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Snooty” and came with a free
whoopee mask from the character
“Whoopee Hank the Slap-Dash
Sheriff”.

Dennis the Menace and Roger the
Dodger were introduced in later
editions. This example has belonged
to a private collector for the past 40
years, who is now selling it with
London-based Comic Book Auctions.
NOTE: It actually sold for £17,000.

E-SCOOTER RIDERS “OFTEN
DRUNK” IN NIGHT CRASHES
By Sarah Knapton. Science Editor,
Daily Telegraph 16th August 2022

Electric scooter riders are nearly
always drunk when they are injuredin
crashes at night, research has found,
as experts called for riders to wear
helmets and abstain from alcohol.

E-scooters have soared in
popularity in recent years, with many
towns and cities trialling on-street
loan schemes, similar to public bicycle
hire programmes.

Norwegian  researchers have
found marked differences in injuries
sustained by e-scooter users
compared with cyclists, with e-scooter
patients suffering more head and neck
injuries which were often linked to
intoxication and lack of helmets.

A study of 3,191 patients involved
in either bike or e-scooter accidentsin
Oslo found that fourin 10 of all injuries
on e-scooters involved intoxicated
riders compared with just onein 1o for
cyclists. At night, more than nine in 10
of injured e-scooter users were drunk
compared with 69% of the cyclists.

The upcoming Transport Bill will
include proposals to permit all private
scooters to use roads and cycle lanes
in the UK but figures released in May
show that injuries caused by e-
scooters in Britain have soared in
recent years, with 1,359 injured in
accidents in 2021, a three-fold rise
since 2020. Nine people were killed
while 390 were seriously injured
including three who suffered a
broken neck or back. Men were far
morelikely to beinvolvedin e-scooter
accidents than women, with injuries
5pm
remaining high until around 8pm.

peaking at around and

BILLIONS WOULD STARVE TO
DEATH WITHIN FIRST YEARS OF
NUCLEAR WAR
By Sarah Knapton, Science Editor,
Daily Telegraph 16th August 2022

Two thirds of people onthe planet
would die from starvation within two
years of a nuclear war between the

US and Russia, researchers have
concluded. Modelling by Rutgers
University in New Jersey suggests
nuclear weapon detonation would
cause massive fires and inject soot
the blocking
sunlight from reaching the surface

into atmosphere,
and devastating crops.

The biggest war would cause
starvation for three quarters of
people and kill up to five billion within
two years. Even a smaller nuclear
skirmish - such as between India and
Pakistan - would likely lead to 2.5
billion deaths within 24 months, the
team estimates.

To judge the global devastation,
researchers calculated how much
sun-blocking soot would enter the
atmosphere from firestorms ignited
by the
weapons. Under even the smallest

detonation of nuclear
nuclear scenario, food production
based on total calorie content would
reduce by 7% but a full-scale conflict
between the US and Russia would
see a fall of 90%

within three to four years of
fighting. “The data tell us one thing: we
must prevent a nuclear war from ever
Robock,
professor of climate science at Rutgers.

happening”, said Alan

The demise of crops in big
exporting countries such as Russia
and the US would cause major food
shortages elsewhere, the study in the
journal Nature Food found. The team
said the outcome could be even
worse as they have yet tofactorinthe
damage caused by ultraviolet
radiation to planet’s surface, once
the ozone layer had been destroyed

by the heating of the stratosphere.

LOCAL LIB DEM MP OPPOSED NEW
RESERVOIR (NEAR ABINGDON)
By Ben Gartside, The Independent,

15th August 2022
Last week, the residents of
Northend, near Stokenchurch,

Buckinghamshire, were forced to use
bottled water to brush their teeth, as
sections of the village ran dry amid
issues at the local Stokenchurch
reservoir. Experts fear the scenes could
be replicated elsewhere across the UK
in the coming weeks but in the months
before the drought, the Liberal
Democrat MP Layla Moran, who
represents Oxford West and Abingdon,
30 miles away from Northend, was
what  she

campaigning  against

described as a “monstrous” new
reservoir next to her constituency.
Ms Moran opposed the planned

Abingdon reservoir, which could help



provide more than 100 million litres of
water each day, arguing that the need
for the reservoir had not fully been
established.

No reservoirs have been built in
due to the
gaining  planning

the UK since 1991
difficulties in
approval. Ms Moran, supported by
the Group Against Reservoir
Development, sought to block the
construction of the reservoir on the
grounds that it was unnecessary,
would be environmentally damaging
and would increase flood risk. This is
in spite of Thames Water having
pledged to include compensation in
the design, which means flood risks
will be at a lower level than if the
project had not taken place.

The  Angling  Trust
meanwhile said that the reservoir

have

would help reverse the decline in
many freshwater species, increasing
the area’s biodiversity. It is estimated
the reservoir’s that construction
would help meet a potential supply
shortfall in the region in 2040 of 1.1
billion litres a day.

Nearly 30 new reservoirs are
needed to safeguard the water supply
in the coming years, experts say.

The Environment Minister George
Eustice has said that the Government
intends to streamline the process of
gaining planning permission for
water

“nationally significant

infrastructure projects”.

TEACHER “I’'D RATHER SERVE 100
YEARS THAN USE TRANS
PRONOUNS”
By Aodhan O'Faolain in Dublin, James
Crisp, Europe Editor, Daily Telegraph,
8th Sep 2022

An Irish teacher suspended for
refusing to wuse gender-neutral
pronouns has said he would rather
stay in prison for a century than
compromise  his  beliefs  on
transgenderism. Enoch Burke, an
evangelical Christian, was jailed for
contempt of court on Monday after
breaching the injunction not to attend
or attempt to teach at Wilson’s
Hospital School in Co Westmeath.

Burke was arrested after turning
up to the school “to work” following
a disciplinary process prompted by
his refusal to refer to a transgender
“they”.
hearingin Dublin was a chance for the

student as Yesterday’s
secondary school history and German
teacherto “purge” his con-temptand
be freed by consenting to the order at
a hearing to review its terms. Instead,
he told the court that even if he had

to remain in prison he would not
comply. Transgenderism, he said,
was contrary to scripture and that in
this instance he would “only obey
God” and would “not obey man”.

Burke, who represented himself,
was returned to Mountjoy Prison to
spend a third night in jail and was
ordered to pay the legal costs of the
school, which has suspended him on
full pay. He has been told he can be
freed simply by signalling his
intention to abide by the injunction,
which the Church of Ireland school
took out to prevent disruption at the
start of the school term.

In June, Burke had confronted the
principal over the policy at a church
service and dinner to mark the
school’s 260th anniversary. Despite
his paid suspension, he would turn up
at the school for “meetings” or sit in
an empty classroom declaring he was
ready to teach before his arrest
earlier this week. The school’s lawyer
said it had no wish to see Mr Burke in
prison but given his refusal to comply
with the orders, her client was left
with “no option” other than to bring
proceedings before the High Court.

Mr Justice Max Barrett ruled that
the injunction should remain in place
until a High Court decision. The
court’s decision was about the terms
of the
suspension and not his religious

injunction and Burke’s
beliefs, he said. Those issues were
matters for the full hearing of the
dispute or the school disciplinary
process against Burke, he said.

Burke had earlier claimed he was
before the courts over his refusal to
comply with what he said was his
unlawful suspension. The school’s
direction to address one of its
students by a different pronoun was
to deny him his constitutional rights
to religious freedom, he claimed.

He said that by agreeing to
comply with his suspension would be
with
transgenderism. He claimed the

akin to agreeing
disciplinary procedures against him
were flawed and described any
allegation of gross misconduct as
being “ludicrous”.

Burke said the student at the
centre of the request was not in any
of his classes, nor had he had any
direct dealings with the pupil. The
school said it was focusing on the
needs and welfare of its students and
is affirming its policy in accordance
with the 2000 Equal Status Act of not
discriminating against any student.

A CAFOD prayer for Ukraine

Loving God,

We pray for the people of Ukraine,
for all those suffering or afraid,
that you will be close to them and
protect them.

We pray for world leaders,
for compassion, strength and
wisdom to guide their choices.

We pray for the world

that in this moment of crisis,

we may reach out in solidarity

to our brothers and sisters in need.

May we walk in your ways

so that peace and justice

become areality for the people of
Ukraine and for all the world.

Amen.

URC Wessex Synod: Sharing the Vision

Makaton training Once again
URC Children’s and Youth Work have
teamed up with Education and
Learning to provide online training
forallinthe United Reformed Church.
To further the URCs aim to
encourage churches to become
increasingly accessible and inclusive,
the URC hopes to apply for Makaton-
Friendly status from the Makaton
charity. Makaton is an easy-to-learn
system of symbols and signs used
alongside spoken language to aid
communication. It’s valuable not only
for those with additional needs, but
also very small children, children and
adults with English as a second or
foreign language, and many more. In
a two hour session you will learn the
signs for some common words,
including faith words, and hopefully
be inspired to learn more. Places are
limited—15 people per session—and
the sessions are being offered on five
different dates and times. Contact
children.youth@urc.org.uk

These are the dates:

Wednesday 12 October 2022, 19:00 —
21:00

Saturday 5 November 2022, 09:00 -
11:00

Monday 7 November 2022, 09:30 -
11:30

Thursday 17 November 2022, 19:00 -
21:00

Monday 16 January 2023, 19:00 —
21:00

Stars in the Bible - Talk and
Stargazing - 25th November with
amateur astro-photographer, Ken
Pitts
¢ What would the people in biblical

times have seen in the sky?
¢ How has our understanding of the

firmament changed?

Just how big is God’s creation?

Biblical signs and astronomy

Optional stargazing afterwards
(weather permitting)
Friday 25th November 2022, at
7.30 pm at Fleet URC
Refreshments — Retiring
collection in aid of church funds

Safeguarding Sunday - 20
November 2022

This year’s Safeguarding Sunday
falls on the 20th November.
ThirtyOne:Eight
fantastic

have  produced

resources to support
Churches with raising awareness of
the importance of safeguarding with
all members of congregations. |
would really encourage you to use
this date and resources to start
conversations in your Church about
Safeguarding. Sharon Barr, Synod
Safeguarding Officer.

Safeguarding Sunday Downloads

| Thirtyone:eight (thirtyoneeight.org)

Anything that is good and
useful is usually made of
chocolate



Facebook favourites

Please submit your Facebook favourites to thatcham.urc@ntlworld.com
Be sure to download them and then send as attachments — copying and pasting
into an email will not work!

Sometimes I just
look up, smile and say:

"I know that was you,
thank you!"

IN SILENCE GOD CEASES TO BE
AN OBJECT AND BECOMES AN
EXPERIENCE.

s HOMAS MERTOM

There's no need to
rush. If something is meant
to be, it will happen. In the

right time, with the right
person, for the best
reason.

| "IUS o uge going back te yesterday,
becauge 1 wag a different persen then.”

|

— Alice in Wender]and

In the twilight of life, God
will not judge us on our
earthly possessions and

human success, but rather

on how much we have loved.




