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Preoccupied as we have been with terrible
events in the world, we may be surprised to
find that the time of Lent is upon us.  Shrove
Tuesday and Ash Wednesday the start of the
forty‐day period of Lent and preparation for
Easter, were at times for many of us buried
under the news of the invasion of Ukraine.
However, it is still Lent and Lent shows the
Christian faith at its most varied.  Some
Christians observe Lent, some don’t.  Those
who observe Lent do so in different ways but
often choose to give up something they value,
such as chocolate, certain foods or drink, or
even social media.

Thinking about Lent I am struck by the fact
that, uniquely amongst Christian events, it
lasts for a long time – over six weeks.  In fact,
I would suggest that time is an important
element in Lent, and I think it raises some
aspects about the way we use this time.

Last year when we were one year into the
pandemic and lockdowns, to talk about Lent
being a penitential time, and a time for giving
things up, felt a big and inappropriate
demand.  We had given up more than we ever
wished for, and for longer than we could ever
have imagined.  We had lost some people and
given up many special or important occasions.
With loss and grief being experienced it felt
insensitive, or lacking grace, to suggest that
Lent was a time for giving up even more.
What, then, did we to make of Lent last year?
I recall that I suggested we use the time of
Lent to encounter God and his grace, and
know that we are hugely loved by him and
remember what God has given us in Christ.

What, then, are we to make of the time left
in Lent this year?  Lent is feeling different, and
it’s overshadowed again.  We are slowly
coming out the pandemic with restrictions all
but gone, but we’re not entirely sure.
However, as I write this, the world is in shock
again, this time by the invasion of Ukraine now
into its third week.  What do we do with this
Lent time?

Lent points to the time of Easter.  Lent is,
above all, the period of waiting before the
greatest event of the Christian year: the
remembrance of the death and resurrection of
Christ that gives to all who trust in him
forgiveness and eternal life.  The importance
of Easter must not be underrated.  The most
detailed account of anything in the Bible is that
of the three days of the first Easter, covered as
it is in the four parallel Gospel accounts.
Similarly, with its forty days of anticipation,
Lent focuses us on Easter.  We have got used
to the idea of Advent calendars with their daily
open‐door path to Christmas.  Lent is, if you
like, an invisible Easter calendar of forty days
leading to the cross and resurrection, but with
no chocolate pieces.

Easter, with its triumphant announcement
of Christ destroying sin and death, is the
grandest and the most dramatic moment of
the church’s year.  In order to do it justice, and
to appreciate the dazzling brilliance of Easter,
is to come to it through the darkness of Lent.
For the Ukrainian Christians Lent is very dark.
So, we, and our Ukrainian brothers and sisters,
may live in Lent for a while, but the joyful
dawn of Easter is coming and it cannot be
cancelled.

I close this letter with verses turned into a
prayer from the Christian church in Ukraine.
Stories have emerged from the hundreds of
churches all over Ukraine that the Holy Spirit
has laid Psalm 31 on their hearts and brought
it to life.  And this Psalm has been a means of
blessing, comfort and encouragement as they
pray for their country and work hard to rescue,
evacuate, protect and feed their communities
now living in basements and bomb shelters.
This is their Lent time – let us give of our time
be a part of theirs.

1 In you, Lord, we have taken refuge; let us
never be put to shame; deliver us in your
righteousness.  2 Turn your ear to us, come
quickly to our rescue; be our rock of refuge, a
strong fortress to save us.  3 Since you are our
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rock and our fortress, for the sake of
your name lead and guide us.  4 Keep
us free from the trap that is set for us,
for you are our refuge.  Amen.

Yours in the Resurrected Christ
John



(extracts from Prayer Diary)
3 April Yesterday was World Autism Awareness Day and we pray for our

partners' work with autistic children in Egypt. BLESS ‐part of the Coptic
Evangelical Church ‐engages each child's whole family in their therapy and
support, and trains community volunteers to promote inclusion and tackle
harmful myths. 

10 April The Four Homes of Mercy in Bethany provides a loving home
environment for people with profound and multiple learning disabilities. The 63
residents each have an individual care plan and programme of activities to
enrich their lives; please join us in praying for all of them and their dedicated
support staff.  I invite you to pray for the Church of Jerusalem, so that it may be
a Church that goes beyond closed walls and doors.  His Beatitude Patriarch
Pierbattista Pizzaballa

17 April  As we celebrate the risen Christ this Easter Sunday, we give thanks
for all the churches, individuals and volunteers who give their time and support
to Embrace, upholding the vital work of their brother and sister Christians in the
Middle East. Through solidarity across the miles, we can keep hope alive. 

24 April  Please pray for the Learning Centre for the Deaf in Baabda,
Lebanon, working to give deaf people the same educational opportunities as
hearing people. Alongside the services offered through their centre, they lobby
the government on issues including employment rights and the promotion of
sign language. 
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R E M E M B E R  I N
Y O U R  P R A Y E R S

Mike is still recovering from the
after‐effects of his operation.
Karen tested positive for covid
earlier in the week, then David’s
grandson William and now Keri at
the end of the week. We pray for
for God’s love to surround them. 

John and Rachel’s daughter
Philippa gave birth to a daughter,
Adeline Pearl Naraya, on
Wednesday 23rd.  She was
delievered at home by her father
Own!  All are doing well.

We continue to think of Adrian
and the family following the
sudden death of his mother last
weekend.

My dear Nephew Darren
Consider yourself fortunate that

your churchyard consists of no more
than a small, paved area, and that
keeping it tidy requires ten minutes of
picking up discarded takeaway boxes
on Sunday morning. Our four acres of
grass and randomly placed
gravestones absorbs a large portion of
the time and energy of half the parish.

By getting different people to

adopt sections of the churchyard, the
hope was that an element of
competition would be introduced;
Major Rutherford would never let
Admiral Crompton’s section look
tidier than his and the local farmers
would want to show the amateurs
that they knew far more about land
maintenance.

Sadly, human nature has got in the
way – as it invariably does. Miss
Timmins has declared her section a
nature reserve, so that the cuddly
field mice and darling hedgehogs
have somewhere to live in. This now
means that crossing from her patch to
the next feels like crossing from Kew
Gardens to the Amazon Rainforest.
Two feet high grass and a profusion of
dandelions give way to manicured
lawn with any weed daring to pop its
head above the parapet being
beheaded in seconds. Miss T is toying

with erecting a fence round her plot,
to keep her dear furry friends safe and
Sir Horace is threatening to have it
electrified, to make sure they do not
defile his grass billiard table.

Mr Tremble, a retired health and
safety officer, whose well‐meaning
advice on avoiding accidents is such a
burden, is applying to have all the
gravestones on his patch levelled, so
that no one could be killed by having
a fall on them. The fact that this has
never happened in 600 years, seems
an irrelevance to him. On the other
hand, his neighbour spends summer
evenings painting his stones with
sour milk, in order to encourage
lichen. Mr Tremble’s warning that
some lichens can be quite poisonous
have so far fallen on deaf ears. 

A local farmer, who maintains the
boundary walls, generously planted
cherry trees all around the perimeter;

not only for their looks in Spring, but
so that the birds would have
somewhere to roost. Sadly, Lady
Lipton, while resting from maintaining
her plot, tends to stupefy them when
she smokes her briar pipe.

The only area which no one dares
criticise surrounds the mausoleum of
the Luscombes, maintained by the
gardening staff of the present Lord. It
contains such a collection of rogues
and miscreants that parishioners fear
their anger at being disturbed may
even cross the divide of death.

I hesitate to admit it, but the
thought of an area of concrete with a
few pizza boxes scattered round
does at times hold a certain
attraction.

Your loving uncle,
Eustace

ST. JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL
from The Rectory

ST MUNGO’S EVEN LESSER On the 20th day of March
In the Year of Our Lord

2022To Uncle Eustace
Rector
St James the Least of All

Dear Uncle,

It is with great sadness that I learn the Music Festival will no longer take
place locally.  It would have been wonderful to have a weekend gig.

Plus, there is a “No returns” policy at the second hand shop in Upland‐by‐
Downsferry, where I purchased enough retro clothing for the whole
weekend.  The cost is nothing to be sneezed at!  Are you able to re finance
my coffers, please? 

Your loving nephew,
Darren

A conference is a gathering of important people who singly can do
nothing, but together can decide that nothing can be done.  

You brought light and hope out of darkness and despair. You brought life out
of death when you raised Jesus that first Easter Day. Thank you that the tomb
is forever empty and that Jesus is forever alive!
No matter what is going on, no matter how little we understand, help us to hold
on to the Easter truth – Jesus is risen! He is alive today and in Him we can put
our trust, completely and confidently.
Because of Jesus, death is defeated. Because of Jesus, the best is yet to be. Love
wins! Hallelujah! We praise you, Lord, in Jesus name, Amen.

By Daphne Kitching

Disappointingly, the Beetle Drive
had to be cancelled due to lack of
interest.

Please would you consider a
donation to Christian Aid to show
your support?

Donations in an envelope can be
placed in the offertory bowl in the
vestibule any Sunday morning.

Thank you.

O God, our refuge and strength,
our help in times of trouble.
Have mercy on the lands where the
earth has given way. Have mercy on
the lands where the weather has
destroyed livelihoods. Prosper those
who rebuild houses, and strengthen
those who rebuild hope, so that
entire communities may face the
future without fear.

Amen.

Flowers from the church have been
given with the love of us all to:
FEB: Beryl Sugden, Cath, Amanda,
Jackie & Alan Tarry
MAR: Nikki, Sam, Ernie; Mike, Karen,
Tess.

EMBRACE the Middle East
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Across
1 ‘The baby in my — leaped for joy’

(Luke 1:44) (4) 3 A ‘don’t know’ in
matters of faith (8)

9 In the distant past (Jeremiah
2:20) (4,3)

10 Armada (1 Kings 10:22) (5)
11 Where Moses was confronted

with the burning bush (Exodus
3:1) (5)

12 Hair colour indicative of skin
infection (Leviticus 13:30) (6)

14 ‘The worries of this life and the —
of wealth choke it, making it
unfruitful’ (Matthew 13:22) (13)

17 Expel (2 Kings 13:23) (6)
19 What Jesus wrapped round his

waist when he washed his
disciples’ feet (John 13:4) (5)

22 The sixth plague to afflict the
Egyptians (Exodus 9:9) (5)

23 For nine (anag.) (7)
24Where there is no time (Psalm

93:2) (8)
25 Goliath’s challenge to the Israelite

army in the Valley of Elah: ‘This
day I — the ranks of Israel!’ (1
Samuel 17:10) (4)

Down
1 ‘I will become angry with them

and forsake them; I — — my face

from them’ (Deuteronomy 31:17)
(4,4)

2 Usual description of prophets
such as Amos, Hosea, Micah, and
so on (5)

4 ‘They cannot see the light of the
gospel of the — — — , who is the
image of God’ (2 Corinthians 4:4)
(5,2,6)

5 An animal’s internal edible parts
(Leviticus 4:11) (5)

6 Popular 20th‐century religious
novel by Lloyd C. Douglas, which
became a 1953 film starring
Richard Burton (3,4)

7 ‘A — on a hill cannot be hidden’
(Matthew 5:14) (4)

8 One of the exiles, a descendant of
Bebai, who married a foreign
woman (Ezra 10:28) (6)

13 Old Testament hymn‐singing (8)
15 ‘And O what transport of delight

from thy pure — floweth’ (7)
16 Of felt (anag.) (3,3)
18 ‘So — the — sets you free, you

will be free indeed’ (John 8:36)
(2,3)

20Comes between ‘bad’ and ‘worst’
(John 5:14) (5)

21 ‘Neither height nor depth... will
be — to separate us from the
love of God’ (Romans 8:39) (4)

Some people manage to remain
naturally effervescent.

Ken Dodd's song 'Happiness,
happiness, more than my share of
happiness'

It is an inner thing in the head as
well as outer!

Aim for a 6 to 1 positives a day.

With difficulty in finding good in
the news reports, it is recommended
to limit our news intake to 2o minutes
per day.

At last some Good News Gabriella
(7) and father Richard on mother
Zaghari welcome home after six
years imprisonment in Iran, with fell
Anoosheh, remembering those still
held.

Bible reading 13/3 All of us live in
search of happiness, or good fortune
and a prosperous life, but scripture
identifies happiness as the fruit  to
God's word and way by the spirit. 

Graeme

Remembering Sheila Kent of
Bucklebury Congregational
Church.

Sheila Age ‐ 88 years
Father's name ‐ Ron
Sister ‐ younger ‐ Molly
Molly lives in Colchester
Still living
Tribute was a collaboration

between myself, Brother Trevor and
Sister Phillipa. Bucklebury was part of
the Thatcham Group, with combined
newsletter, remembered in the Rev.
Fred Spriggs time, but did not join the
United Reformed Church with
Woolhampton ‐ who closed shortly
after.

Speaking to John he remembers
well taking the Morton family
wedding (John Morton being their
pioneer) and the coach with their
name, on Turner's Green where
Sheila lived in the row of dwellings by
the chapel.

It was expressed that we invite
the family to one of our special
occasions, e.g . Anniversary. 

In recent years we pay tribute to
Martin Eggleton playing the piano
with musical friends from Kats in
holding Sunday afternoon, Songs of
Praise ‐ well attended from
surrounding churches

Happy memories of visits made
over many years to a very traditional
rural chapel. 

Graeme

News from our

‘Roving Reporter’

Answers next page

Observations on the spiritual
side of life:

Can't sleep? Try counting your
blessings. - Anon

Christians are like tea; their
strength is drawn out by hot

water. - Anon

Don't wait for the hearse to
take you to church! - AnonPayment for Newsletter. Minimum donation for 2022 is £6 if collected. Can

be posted at current postage rates if required.

Newsletter
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A fine is a tax for doing wrong. A
tax is a fine for doing well. 

The government not only has
the bad habit of living beyond

its income, but also beyond
ours.

Passover

ate

last

disciples

transformed

Lord

Supper

bread

wine

body

blood

Lamb

God

Wordsearch for April

URC pandemic prayer

Easy sodoku
die

sins

world

John

gospel

killed

feet

washing

love

command 

service

maundy

On the night before He died, Jesus
ate His last Passover meal with His
disciples. He then transformed the
Passover into the Lord’s Supper,
saying of the bread and wine that,
‘this is my body’ and ‘this is my blood’.
Jesus, the Lamb of God, was
preparing to die for the sins of the
whole world. 

Jesus then astonished the
disciples by washing their feet. He
said: “A new command I give you:
love one another. As I have loved you,
so you must love one another.” 

Crossword Answers
ACROSS: 1, Womb. 3, Agnostic. 9, Long ago. 10, Fleet. 11, Horeb. 12, Yellow. 
14, Deceitfulness. 17, Banish. 19, Towel. 22, Boils. 23, Inferno. 24, Eternity. 
25, Defy.
DOWN: 1, Will hide. 2, Minor. 4, Glory of Christ. 5, Offal. 6, The Robe. 7, City. 
8, Zabbai. 13, Psalmody. 15, Chalice. 16, Let off. 18, If son. 20, Worse. 21, Able.

Prayer for Divestment from
Fossil Fuels

Diana Paulding

The fuels that we dug from your
earth drove revolution and let us build industries

and create new things. Let us give thanks for the benefits they brought, but
accept that it is time to let them go. And having given thanks, let us build a future
where you guide us through wind, tide and sun to energy

that does not exhaust your earth. We pray for a renewed and renewable
world, where politicians are willing to embrace new ways and we are prepared

to let go of practices that do not serve your Kingdom.
Amen.

So it’s been two years, Lord,
two years since the UK took Covid seriously,
two years since the first lockdown,
two years since the panic buying,
two years since we found new ways of being Church,
and two years since we noticed people were dying.

We’ve learned much, Lord, in these two years,
the strength of solidarity,
the chaos of governments who muddle through trying to do their best,
the hypocrisy of leaders who tell us one thing and do another,
the heroic dedication of NHS and social care staff,
the importance of those who work in supermarkets and supply chains,
the power of the state that can be harnessed in research and logistics to
produce vaccines,
the resilience You instil in us.

We’ve got to move on now, Lord,
they tell us we can go back to normal,
that medicine has the answers we need,
that the economy, not you, is king,
and that we need to focus on other things now,
hoping we won’t ask too many questions about bumbling hypocrisy.

So be with us as we travel on, Lord,
help us still to show care to the vulnerable,
to value the NHS and others who work hard to support us,
to hold our political leaders accountable offering praise for what they got right
and critique for their deadly mistakes.

Above all, Lord,
help us to celebrate and to mourn;

to celebrate
all that has been achieved in these two years,
the technological and medical advances,
the social solidarity,
the rediscovery of the bonds that hold us together,

and to mourn
those we’ve loved and lost,
the pain of life
and the lost potential.

as we wait for your new heaven and new earth
when all will be made new.  Amen.

A few more deductions, and
your take-home pay isn’t going
to be enough to get you there.

Message from past members
John and Patsy Stone

We will always remember you all
with kind thoughts of our time spent
in Thatcham area and the Church
members. 

Would you also say hello to all of
the Church members for us in your
magazine. 

We will pop back to Church one
Sunday once it feels a bit safer to do
so.

John and Patsy xx

Made by Val, with love
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Coffee Break returns

Jo White – determined to beat cancer
July 2020

My friend Jo White is trying to raise £365k in 365 days for three charities close
to his heart by covering 8000km in distance, 50,000m in elevation including the
UK’s Best 100 Scrambles, Mount Blanc, Mount Elbrus and Mount Kilimanjaro in
a year.  He’s on about day 61. What makes Jo’s crazy feat even more impressive
is that he has beaten bowel cancer once and now has cancer in the liver which
is under control at the moment through chemotherapy tablets.

Jan 2022
He received bad news before Christmas in the form of a new tumour so has

to have big op in the next few weeks.
In typical fashion he’s not letting it get to him and cracking on at the moment

getting fitter than he normally is ready for the operation.  After the op he wants
to get cracking with his new challenge in March.  To attempt to raise £100k for
Sarcoma UK (the type of cancer he has) by climbing 1000 Mountains in the UK
over 600m over however long it takes him and his dog Bear and most likely me
too as will be accompanying him where possible!

It would be great if had some cards particularly when in hospital as he can
hand out to many people…

Read description here: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/1000mountains

March 2022
Just an update on Jo. They decided it was too dangerous to operate as the

new GIST tumour he has is attached to his Aorta.  So instead they have put him
onto state of the art Radiotherapy in Oxford which is basically where he will be
in an MRI scanner holding his breath when they zap him with radiation.  The
location of the tumour is so close to his diaphragm that they literally have to
scan him live whilst he’s not breathing, then zap him, as the risk of hitting the
artery and all other organs is really high!  Its crazy! It has good success rate
though so things are looking great!

Then he can start hitting the mountains hopefully in next few weeks as long
as side effects not too bad!

Jo is amazing. Every time I think Im stressed about something I just think
about his situation and how he deals with it!

Coffee Break made a welcome return on Tuesday 1st March.  Since then we
have seen around 13‐15 people each week – not necessarily the same each time –
so word is getting around.  No matter how many attend it is a much appreciated
time to socialise after so long apart.  

The church fund‐rasing stall has also been reintroduced selling hand made
cards, note pads, books etc.  If anyone has any craft items, or similar that they
would like to donate to sell for church funds, please speak to me.

I also plan to start a jigsaw puzzle library soon so again, if anyone would like
to donate a puzzle or two that can be borrowed in exchange for a small fee,
please let me know.

Gill Mossman

This is a series of emails from one of my customers, regarding one of
his friends. This man is so inspiring that I asked if I could share his
story with you. Perhaps you will be moved to donate. Alan M.
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Baby and Toddler Group

New Church
Members

We are back up and running!
After a Covid break of two years

we finally opened our doors on Friday
4th March. Due to previous parents
and helpers commitments changing,
the organising team is currently made
up of Esther, John, Kevin & Linda. It is
hoped that over time we will have
some new faces representing the
parents and carers to help lead the
group, until then, the church team are
happy to keep the group going as it
was felt the need to re‐open was so
great. It has been wonderful to
welcome many new faces over the
last few weeks, and some returning
ones with new children!

So far the toddlers have enjoyed
rediscovering all the toys and
activities, had sensory & water play
and some themed messy crafts, with
more planned for the coming weeks.

With numbers currently a bit
down on pre‐covid levels, it has given
us all the opportunity to chat and get
to know the parents and carers. It has
also given the toddlers space to begin
to socialise and interact with each
other, many of whom have missed
out on this due to Covid restriction.

We look forward to a gentle
increase in numbers and to
welcoming each and everyone who
comes through our door!

On Sunday 6th March, we
welcomed new Church
Members Samantha Coney,
Nikki Pizzey and Ernest Smith
at our Communion service –
and celebrated with coffee
afterwards!



Special Presentation to Iris Matthews Intercession for
Ukraine
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Special Presentation to Iris
Matthews on retiring from her role as
Church Organist/Pianist.

Iris first attended Thatcham
Congregational Church, as it was
then, at the age of 7 years.  Iris started
playing the piano for Sunday School
at the age of 15 and continued that for
many years.  She also played for the
Youth Guild and for some services,
right up to the 1980s.

Iris has been a church member
since March 1955 (67years), and an
Elder since 1974, till she retired in
2016.

She was on the Organists List in
1975 with Henry Robbins, Barbara
Ford, and June Baker, and officially
the Organist from 1980 to 1989.

Apart from the music Iris has been
involved in many different activities
over the years; such as the Boys
Brigade for 26 years, and Sunday
School Junior and Senior
Departments for many years.  I’ve
also heard talk of Band Concerts and
the former Church Choirs.

Iris has also been involved with
the Friendship Club, Coffee Break,

Blind Club, Worship Group, playing
for the Midweek Services, and
hosting Discussion Groups.

As organist and pianist Iris has
played for many Weddings, Funerals
and Baptisms and for many, many,
and varied Sunday Services.

Iris, do you remember that
wedding in July 2012, where the bride
was 45 minutes late, because she
wanted to arrive after her 11
bridesmaids and 2 pageboys (the
brides grandchildren).  They only had
the one car.  You had already played
for those arriving early and then you
valiantly played on and on…

In recent years Iris you have been
happy to share the playing for the
Sunday Services with Rachel and
Karen, and the Band.  And then more
recently last year, you decided to step
back from playing, and leave it to
Rachel and Karen.

This gift and card is presented to
you for your faithful service and
commitment to Thatcham URC,
especially to the music, over many
years, and is given with our love.
Thank you, Iris.

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
We pray for the leaders of the

nations,
that you will guide them in the ways

of freedom, justice and truth.
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

We pray for those who bear arms on
behalf of the nation,

that they may have discipline and
discernment,

courage and compassion.
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

We pray for our enemies, and those
who wish us harm,

that you will turn the hearts of all to
kindness and friendship.

Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

We pray for the wounded and the
captive,

the grieving and the homeless,
that in all their trials they may know

your love and support.
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

Most holy God and Father,
hear our prayers for all who strive

for peace
and all who fight for justice.

Help us, who today remember the
cost of war,

to work for a better tomorrow;
and, as we commend to you lives

lost in terror and conflict,
bring us all, in the end, to the peace

of your presence;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Karth Barth was the prominent Protestant theologian of his day. Much of his life was devoted to resisting the Nazis.
O Lord God, our Father, You are the light that can never be put out; and now You give us a light that shall drive away all darkness. You are love without

coldness, and you have given us such warmth in our hearts that we can love all when we meet. You are the love that defies death, and you have opened for
us the way that leads to eternal life. 

None of us is a great Christian; we are all humble and ordinary. But your grace is enough for us. Arouse in us that small degree of joy and thankfulness of
which we are capable, to the timid faith which we can muster...to the wholeness of life which you have prepared for all of us through the death and resurrection
of your Son. Do not allow any of us to remain apathetic or indifferent to the wondrous glory of Easter, but let the light of our risen Lord reach every corner
of our dull hearts.

 The Englefield Lecture 2022   

The Duke of Wellington
a life of service

by Brigadier Michael Aris CBE DL and Richard Bennett DL

in the Long Gallery, Englefield House, Reading RG7 5EN
(by kind permission of Lord Benyon)

at 7pm for 7:30pm on Monday 25 April, 2022

Tickets £15 including a glass of wine

Book online at  www.TicketSource.co.uk/Berkshire-Churches-Trust
or phone Marion Elly (01628 482637) 

Join us to hear the extraordinary life of His Grace the 1st Duke of Wellington, 
from his birth in 1769 to his state funeral in 1852. Inevitably the story includes 
conflict in India, the Peninsula War and of course at Waterloo. After what the 
Duke hoped “would be my last battle” we will follow his political life, his varied 
appointments and his role as an elder statesman, not forgetting his fondness 
for the company of beautiful women. Finally, we will hear Queen Victoria’s 
reflections on the Great Duke in her diary.

Berkshire Historic Churches Trust

An Easter Prayer
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AGM: service and lunch

Christmas lunch postponed! 

We finally felt safe enough to re-arrange the Christmas lunch and
decided that the AGM was a good date to choose. Jane cooked a
delicious casserole with jacket potatoes and vegetables, followed by 3
wonderful desserts. Even enough for 2nds and 3rds! Many thanks
to Jane for the meal, Esther and Gill for organising, and our new
friends Johana and Anna for helping in the kitchen. We were also
joined by 2 other new friends
from El Salvador, Anna and
Naphtali. A photographer from
NWN came to record the
occasion, but photo yet to be seen.
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ADMISSIONS PROTEST AT
KENNETSCHOOL
From the Newbury Weekly News,
September 1975

A second girl was allowed into
Kennet School, Thatcham, yesterday
– scene of an angry parents’ protest.

Coleen French, daughter of  Mrs
Dorothy French, of Green Lane,
joined Mark Elliott , who had earlier
that morning been allocated a last‐
minute place at the school. 

For the other 25 or so parents,
who marched on the school, events
were less happy when they were told
that there were no places for their
children. The parents were expected
to continue their protest outside the
school today.

Mrs Nora Elliott of Bath Road,
Thatcham, received a letter yesterday
telling her that her son had been given
a place at Kennet School. The letter
arrived only a few hours before the
first day of the new school year.

Mrs French and her daughter
Colleen left home to join the protest
outside Kennet School before the
post arrived. At the school
headmaster Mr George Hurford told
them that Colleen also had been
found a place at the school.

The irate parents were protesting
because their children have been
allocated places at Newbury’s
Turnpike School even though some
of them live  nly a few hu8ndred yards
from Kennet School.

The parents are refusing to send
their children to Turnpike and have
warned that they will continue their
protest outside Kennet School until
their children are allowed into the
school.

Berkshire county councillor for
Thatcham, Mrs Nancy MacLean, said
yesterday: “the demonstration will
go on indefinitely”. Greengrocer’s
wife, Mrs Barbara Green, of High
Street, Thatcham, who is leading the

parents’ campaign, said: “things look
a little brighter” now that two extra
children have been allowed into
Kennet.

However, Mr Hurford explained to
parents had been given two of the 216
places at the school because of moves
from the area by other families who
had children allocated to Kennet.

AND FROM CHURCH RECORDS 1955
CONGREGATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL
ANNIVERSARY, 1955 May 5th  

Youth played a big part in
weekend worship at Thatcham
Congregational Church. when
services were held to mark the
Sunday School anniversary. Both the
minister, the Revd Roy Booth. and
the Revd F J Kay, guest preacher,
emphasized the family aspect of the
church’s fellowship.

Junior scholars took part in the
Sunday morning service. contributing
songs, choral speaking and recitations.
The afternoon service was devoted to
the cradle roll and Primary Department.
The church was filled with mothers and

babies who responded to the roll‐call of
Mrs G Fisher. They were presented with
a book by Mrs R Booth. A song
demonstration was given by the
Primary Department under the
leadership of Mrs I Benham.

At the evening service, devoted to
the Youth Guild, the Revd F J Kay
spoke of the “Teddy Boys” of his own
area in London, attributing the
negative, destructive purpose of
their lives to lack of knowledge and
faith in the Bible. Hymn books were
presented by the. Sunday School.

At a meeting on Monday evening,
reports were given on the years’
Sunday School work by Mrs Flitter:
Mr Reed asked for parents’
cooperation. Mr S Brown, who
recently had to resign his offices and
teaching, was presented with a copy
of ‘Congregational Praise’. In making
the presentation, the minister spoke
of the honour and esteem in which
Mr Brown was held. The meeting was
followed by a concert in which the
Sunday School and Bays’ Club
members took part.

What the papers say…

URC Wessex Synod: Sharing the Vision
Good news to those of you who

are custodians of our Listed Chapels
and Churches.

It has been announced that the
Government's Listed Places of
Worship Grant Scheme has been
extended for another three years
until 31 March 2025. This is the
scheme that gives a grant to cover
the cost of VAT on repairs, alterations
etc. to listed places of worship.
Eligible criteria and the Application
Form for the scheme continue to be
found here:

http://www.lpwscheme.org.uk/. 
The continuation of this scheme

will come as welcome news to those
of you planning to undertake works
after March 2021 when the scheme
was due to end.

Discipleship: a resource for
churches – new   

In 2020, just as we all went into
Lockdown, a small group of people at
United Church Winchester began to
put together a booklet entitled
‘Discipleship: Know it. Nourish it. Live

it.’ In the following year the church
engaged with this in 3 parts, with
preaching and in small groups.‐

The feedback from the
congregation and study groups was
very positive ‐ the topics were
interesting, the subjects engaging,
and together the reflection on our
discipleship journey was very
challenging! People especially
enjoyed the audio introductions, the
'real life' video clips, and the
opportunity based on additional
material for further reflection

privately between sessions. There
was also a very popular online session
called 'Going Deeper' (run by Revd
Tim Searle) which provided a less
structured open discussion .  

You would not need to follow the
same pattern in your churches, but
the booklet may be a very good
resource. If you would like to
purchase a booklet to look at it to see
if this would be good for your
church/es, please contact Tim Clifford
at timclifforduk@gmail.com 

Mary Thomas, DSO‐S
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Please submit your Facebook favourites to thatcham.urc@ntlworld.com 
Be sure to download them and then send as attachments – copying and pasting
into an email will not work!

Facebook favourites


