
Welcome to Thatcham URC
We extend a warm welcome to all visitors and ask them to
make themselves known to an Elder or to one of the Welcomers
and to sign the visitors book in the vestibule, please.

For items of family news, please see the duty elder in the
vestibule.

The duty Elder will come forward a few minutes before
the service will start and light the peace candle to mark
the start of a time of quiet. 

You are all invited for refreshments in the hall across the
vestibule after the service, when there will be opportunity
for fellowship and conversation. Please observe covid
restrictions and respect each other’s space.

Sunday 13 March 2022
10.30 The service will be led by David, with music by
Karen, readings by Jackie W and coffee served by Esther.
Filming by Alan M. The AGM will follow in the church,
then we will be having a Church Lunch, kindly provided
by Jane . Must have been prebooked. A suggested
minimum donation of £5 per person.

Tuesday 15 
10.00–12.00 Coffee break
6.00–7.30 6th Thatcham Brownies

Thursday 17 
6.00–7.30 1st Thatcham Brownies
8.00–10.00 Badminton Club

Friday 18 
10.00–11.30 Baby & Toddler Group

Sunday 20 March 2022
10.30 The service will be led by John with music by
Rachel, Karen and church band, readings by Gill and
coffee served by Sam. Filming by David. There will be a
retiring collection for Commitment for Life.

Newsletter
Items for the April newsletter are due this weekend. 

Birthdays
Kevin & Linda’s grandson Cohen, on 16th.
Margaret Wilson’s grandson Will, on 18th  
If you know of anyone who would appreciate receiving
the church flowers, please let Gill know.
Please give any family news to the welcomer on Sunday
mornings so that it can be shared with the congregation
at the start of the service.
If you have any birthdays or news for next Sunday,
please ring Gill on 827103 or 07899 897741.

Wessex Prayer Calendar – 13 March
Oxford: Summertown; 
Bracknell; 
Christchurch: Walkford (Closing)

Every Day with Jesus  Mar/April
The booklets of these Bible notes for March/April are in
the church foyer  please help yourself.  They are free,
and everyone is welcome to take booklets for themself
and for any friends or others in your family.  The theme is
'Glory to Glory', about developing our spiritual formation
through a time of reflection during Lent to the time of
celebration at Easter. Rachel LeeJohnson

AGM 13th MARCH 2022 PROPOSAL
Due to the ongoing covid situation during 2021, no
Church AGM was held that year, hence no election for
elders was held. Nevertheless, the three elders who were
due to retire in 2021, namely Esther Lewis, Alan Mossman
and Alan Tarry, have continued to serve as elders.
I propose that the elderships of the said members for
202122 be hereby ratified and that they be reelected for
a further two years (202224) at this the 2022 AGM,
subject to their agreement and the usual 60% approval of
members present and voting. Roy Tubb

Prayer
Jesus, healer, teacher, pastor, remind us when we are
hungry, poor or weeping that you are there beside us,
holding, encouraging, feeding, enriching and wiping our
tears. Hold us in the depths of our darknesses and refill
us with your spirit of hope and blessings, enabling us to
once again leap for joy.  Amen.

Save the dates
Christian Aid event 
Sat 19 March for a Beetle Drive, tickets from Jackie W. 

Kennet Community Lunch
Wednesday 16 March, 12.30–1.45, £3

Vintage Adventure
Thursday 17 March 2022, 2.304.00pm
Thatcham Methodist Church 

URC Wessex Synod  Big Day Out
7th May 2022, 11am till 5pm, Hollycombe Steam Fair and
Museum near Liss. Would you like a lift? Can you offer
someone a lift?

Please remember that the Elders and I are here for you should you have a concern or need help,  or if you
become ill.  You have our contact numbers, so please do not hesitate to call one of us. John: 0118 957 3964 

Church Lane, Thatcham, Berkshire RG19 3JL
www.thatchamurc.org.uk

Sunday 13 March 2022



David Weller 864551
Alan Mossman 827103

Karen Fakes 868310
Esther Lewis 861332

Jackie Tarry 873642
Alan Tarry 873642

Gill Mossman 827103
Jackie Wood 874241

One day from URC daily devotions
St Luke 6: 37  42

‘Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and
you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give,
and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure
you give will be the measure you get back.’ He also told them a
parable: ‘Can a blind person guide a blind person? Will not both fall
into a pit?  A disciple is not above the teacher, but everyone who is
fully qualified will be like the teacher.  Why do you see the speck in
your neighbour’s eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye?
Or how can you say to your neighbour,  “Friend, let me take out the
speck in your eye”, when you yourself do not see the log in your
own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and
then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbour’s
eye.

Reflection

Jesus certainly had a way with words, didn’t He?  A phrase which is
so simple to read, we all know, can be so difficult to live out: ‘Do
not judge, and you will not be judged’.

I am sure we all know people in life who, it feels, spend all their
time pointing out various peoples’ specks while remaining oblivious
to the great logs that they carry about with them.  Surely not in any
of our churches though(!)

While, on the one hand, to be accused of forgetting the log in your
own eye can be greatly offensive, I can’t help feeling sorry for the
poor folk about whom Jesus was thinking.  These poor people with
the hypothetical log in their hypothetical eye must find it very
difficult to hypothetically see: yet with the small amount of vision
they hypothetically have, they can only seem to see someone else’s
problems/failings. It must be a sad life to live.

I knew someone in church  now long dead  who was convinced
that everyone around him was dreadfully flawed, and would spend
his life informing them about their problems.  How sad it was to see
 particularly as he thought he was doing a good turn.  He spent his
life with no friends: all because the great log in his eye stopped him
seeing the beauty of those around him.

I pray that I may a) be more aware of peoples’ blessings than their
failings or imperfections, and b) may have the grace to let others
clean the logs or dust  from my eyes every now and then.

Prayer

Jesus, my Lord and Friend,
so often I am tempted to think I know best, or that someone else is
doing it all wrong.
Don’t let this log in my eye deceive me, but instead give me the
grace to allow others to remove it, that I may see clearly. Amen

Today's writer: Michael RJ Topple is an ordinand at the Scottish

College, Glasgow.



Thatcham United Reformed Church – Worshipping Together .  A Simple Reflective Service  
Sunday 13

th
 March 2022 at 10.30am – Second Sunday in Lent 

 
Welcome and Introduction 
 
Good morning.   I welcome you to our Sunday morning Reflective Service, watching online, reading at home or here in 
Church.  It is good to be together again, especially in our Church.  
 
Today’s service is entitled Today, Tomorrow and the Next Day.  In Luke’s Gospel, Chapter 13 Jesus recognises that the 
Pharisees are trying to distract him from his mission and ministry but, despite the apparent danger, he is not dissuaded.  
Jesus knows that his journey to Jerusalem will be a journey to his death, but he does not speak about it in terms of being 
courageous, nor as a scornfully fierce martyrdom to expose the corruption of Jerusalem.  He simply states his purpose.   
 
Our core values are those beliefs or convictions that trigger our responses or behaviour.  We may pretend to be what we 
are not, but over time or under pressure our core values are revealed.  Therefore on this second Sunday in Lent, we are 
exploring our core values and how they affect our behaviour. 
 
Call to Worship 
 
Loving God, as we gather to worship you in the peace of this Church, may we know again the love of God our Father and 
may the presence of Jesus be made known to all of us.  We pray that this habit of worship may never blur the significance 
of what we seek to do.  As we worship you, may we prepare our hearts and minds to hear you speaking to us through 
your word. 

We gather here in the harbour of your safety, and we thank you for fellowship and family.  We ask that you will strengthen 
us, restore us and inspire us with your love.  Loving Lord, fill us with your peace and enfold us in your loving arms, not 
only today but every day.  Amen 

 
Gathering Prayer, Prayer of Praise and Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, you are our light and our salvation, our hope in times of fear.  You protect us at times of danger, and you hear our 
prayers. So, Loving Lord, we seek your face, and we trust in your goodness.  Amen 
 
We praise you loving God, that you give each of us enough time to do all that we are called to do.  Take us from the worry 
of hurry, and enable us to delight in your presence with us, and to share our joy with all who are in need of hope, 
friendship and courage.  In Jesus’ name we pray, thankfully and hopefully. Amen 
 
We now join together and say the words that Jesus himself taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come, thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever.  
Amen 
 
 
First hymn – Oh God You Search Me and You Know Me 
 

O', God, you search me, and you know me 
All my thoughts lie open to your gaze. 

When I walk or lie down, you are before me 
'Ever the maker and keeper of my days 

You know my resting and my rising 
You discern my purpose from afar. 

And with love everlasting, you besiege me 
In every moment of life or death, you are. 

Before a word is on my tongue, Lord. 
You have known its meaning through and through. 

You are with me beyond my understanding. 
God of my present, my past and future, too. 



Although your Spirit is upon me. 
Still I search for shelter from your light. 

There is nowhere on earth I can escape you; 
Even the darkness is radiant in your sight. 

For you created me and shaped me. 
Gave me life within my mother's womb. 

For the wonder of who I am, I praise you. 
Safe in your hands, all creation is made new. 

 
Bernadette Mary Farrell 

 
Dedication of Our Offering 
 
Loving Lord, we offer you these gifts of money, which we give in response to the needs of your Church.  May our giving 
be a sign of our love and gratitude to you.  May this money be used to serve your purposes within this Church, and by the 
way we live day to day.  We offer these gifts in the name of Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Redeemer - Amen 

 
Bible Reading:  Luke Chapter 13 – Verses 31 to 35 – Jesus’ Sorrow for Jerusalem 
 
31 

At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to 
kill you.” 

32 
He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will keep on driving out demons and healing people today and tomorrow, and on the third 

day I will reach my goal.’ 
33 

In any case, I must press on today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet can 
die outside Jerusalem! 

34 
“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your 

children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing. 
35 

Look, your house is left to you 
desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. THANKS 
BE TO GOD FOR HIS WORD 

 
Reflection – Today, Tomorrow and the Next Day 
 
Jerusalem at the time of Jesus was a place of contradictions: it had the Temple and was a centre for pilgrims, but it was 
also the seat of Roman power.  Religious power centred on the Sanhedrin, the Jewish Council, which could only hold on 
to its hard-won concessions from the Romans by not antagonising them politically.  Tensions easily became moments of 
cynical compromise and political expediency.  
 
What are some of the ways that we find ourselves in the cross currents of different ‘political’ forces?  Do we ‘stone those 
sent to us’? What would it take for us to be able to say ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord’? 
 
Have you ever felt afraid or threatened? If so, you will know the sensation of butterflies in your stomach, difficulties in 
breathing, heart pounding, and so on.  Fortunately, many of our fears are short-lived, unjustified or calmed by those 
around us.  But what if the threat is real – what then?  Our bodies are geared either to fight or to flee.  So, if in danger and 
if we think we have no chance of surviving, we run.  Have you ever been tempted to run away from something?  Most of 
us have.  Sometimes it is the wiser course than trying to face a danger you can’t beat.  

In Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, ‘The Nun’s Priest’ tells the story of a cockerel and a fox.  Chanticleer, the cockerel, has a 
dream that he is about to be in great danger, but his wife ‘pooh, poohs’ it as simply fear caused by indigestion.  She 
persuades him to ignore it.  But the wily fox comes upon the cockerel and flatters him by encouraging him to stretch out 
his neck and sing.  Thereupon, he seizes him by the throat and runs off – chased by the whole village.  But the cockerel is 
not so stupid as we might have thought.  He encourages the fox to shout insults at his pursuers. Carried away by the thrill 
of the chase he starts to taunt those chasing him.  Chanticleer seizes his chance and flutters onto a branch of a tree.  
Foxes are not as clever, nor chickens as stupid as some folk tales make them out to be!  

In this week’s Gospel reading, Jesus publicly calls Herod a fox.  Herod is known for his cunning and cruelty, but Jesus 
won’t react to his threats.  Advised to run, Jesus resolutely continues on his course.  He is aware of a bigger plan that 
Herod cannot thwart.  He will not be swayed by fear.  His priority, his core value, is to carry out his Father’s purpose.  He 
has an appointment with his destiny in Jerusalem, and he will go there, no matter what.  He longs to protect his people 
like a mother hen protects her chicks by gathering them under her wings.  



There are stories told of how, when threatened by fire, a mother hen gathers her brood under her.  The hen’s protecting 
wings cover her chicks, helping them to survive, while she herself dies.  A metaphor, perhaps, for us who, under the 
shelter of the outstretched arms of Jesus on the cross, are saved. 
 
Verse 33 speaks of Christ’s faithful service despite the risks, and the use of a specific phrase ‘on the third day’ 
immediately makes a link to his death and resurrection.  Jesus knows that his journey to Jerusalem will be a journey to his 
death, but he does not speak about it in terms of his own courage, nor as a scornfully fierce martyrdom to expose the 
corruption of Jerusalem.  He would far rather gather the people to him to protect them, but as the Scriptures tell us they 
are not willing to do this.  While Herod is a fox, wily and dangerous, Jesus describes himself as a hen. 
 

We cannot doubt that Jesus feared the coming crucifixion in Jerusalem, but would not run away – and it was for love of 
us, and his Father, that he kept going when the going got really tough.  Amen 

 Second hymn – The Lord’s My Shepherd 

 
The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want, 
He makes me lie in pastures green. 
He leads me by the still, still waters, 

His goodness restores my soul. 
And I will trust in You alone, 
And I will trust in You alone, 

For Your endless mercy follows me, 
Your goodness will lead me home. 

 
He guides my ways in righteousness, 

And He anoints my head with oil, 
And my cup, it overflows with joy, 

I feast on His pure delights 
And I will trust  

 
And though I walk the darkest path, 

I will not fear the evil one, 
For You are with me, and Your rod and staff 

Are the comfort I need to know. 
And I will trust  

 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
As we worship together this morning let the peace of this Church surround you, let the hurry and worry of your life fall 
away from you – we are God’s children – he loves us and cares for us all. 
 
Never forget that he is here with us now and always – Lord thank you for your presence here, for the opportunity to pray, 
for the promise of peace, for the beauty of the country in which we live and the kindness of people, for all those we love 
and those who love us. 
 
We pray for your love towards us, for the cross of Christ and the power of the Spirit not only today but always.  Help us to 
show our gratitude in deeds as well as words.  Lord we are sorry for times when we have been hasty or unkind, when we 
have thought or acted selfishly, failed to forgive or forgotten your presence and taken your love for granted.   
 
Help us to trust your Love, for you carry our sorrows and burdens, teach us to act and speak in the way that you want and 
give us the wisdom to know when not to interfere, calm our fears, for all things are in your hands  
 
Living Lord we pray for our family and friends, our neighbours at home and colleagues at work.  We ask you to watch over 
those who are ill, those who are troubled, anxious, distressed or those who mourn. We remember those who are sadly no 
longer with us or those who we prefer to remember in the silence or our hearts 
 
We ask you to remember the oppressed, for those involved in natural disasters or war, bless them in their various troubles 
and show us how we can help.  Oh Heavenly Father, your will for us and for all people is our eternal happiness not only 
for today, but for ever. 
 
We thank you for all the blessings you have given us and ask for strength to walk in the way where you lead us.  Help us 
to remember the love of Jesus shown on the cross and to accept the new life, love and freedom that he offers to us all.  



Loving Lord, remind us that nothing is going to happen to us today that we cannot handle together. Forgive what we have 
been, amend what we are and make us all what we should be. 
 
Loving God, thank you for all that you have done and for all that you will do.  Let us always remember that whatever we 
ask for in a prayer, believe that we have received it and it will be ours. 
 
We offer these prayers in the name of Jesus Christ your son and our redeemer - Amen 
 
Now a special prayer for Ukraine and its people: 
 
Loving God, we pray for the people of Ukraine, for all those suffering or afraid, that you will be close to them and protect 
them.  We pray for world leaders, for compassion, strength and wisdom to guide their choices.  We pray for the world that 
in this moment of crisis, we may reach out in solidarity to our brothers and sisters in need.  May we walk in your ways so 
that peace and justice become a reality for the people of Ukraine and for the world.  Amen 
 
Final Hymn – R & S Number 635 – Put peace into each other’s hands 
 

Put peace into each other’s hands 
And like a treasure hold it, 

Protect it like a candle flame, 
With tenderness enfold it. 

 
Put peace into each other’s hands 

With loving expectation; 
Be gentle in your words and ways, 

In touch with God’s creation. 
 

Put peace into each other’s hands 
Like bread we break for sharing; 
Look people warmly in the eye; 

Our life is meant for caring. 
 

As at communion, shape your hands 
Into a waiting cradle; 

The gift of Christ receive, revere, 
United round the table. 

 
Put Christ into each other’s hands, 

He is love’s deepest measure; 
In love make peace, give peace a chance, 

And share it like a treasure. 
Fred Kaan 1929 -  

 
Thank you for joining us today.  Being able to worship and pray together, here at Church, online or at home, is still a great 
tonic but also in the knowledge that God is with us, enfolding us in his loving arms and guiding us each and every day.  

A Final Prayer and Blessing 
 
Teach us, Lord God, to live out our faith, to show courage when things are tough, to show love to those in need, and to be 
forgiving even when we are hurt.  Loving Lord, help us to follow Jesus not only today but every day. AMEN 
 
And so, to you, our Dear Church Family and Friends: 
 
Loving God, thank you that you have revealed your love to us today. 
We ask you to send us out from this act of worship in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Fan into the flame the gifts that you 
have given us, and come and reveal your grace, truth and love to us each and every day.  And may the blessing of God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit rest upon and remain with us this day and for evermore.  Amen 

If you are staying for the AGM this will start in approximately ten minutes – Thank you 
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