
Thatcham URC – Worshipping Together (Gathered and Separate) 
A Short Reflective Service with Communion 
and Reception of New Members 
Sunday – 6th March 2022, 10.30am 
 
 
Welcome and Introduction 
Welcome to our Reflective Service today, here at church, online or read at home.  It’s good to be together 
again.  We also celebrate Communion together.  We are now in the season of Lent, and today is the First 
Sunday of Lent.  During our service this morning we will be formally welcoming into membership of our 
church: Ernest Smith, Samantha Coney and Nicola Pizzey. 
We are blessed to be a church family and blessed that God is with us.  ‘Know that the Lord is God.  It is 
he who made us, and we are his people’.  So let us enjoy that blessing as we worship today, and then 
bring our intercessions for the Ukraine crisis. 
 
Today, in our Call to Worship, David sees God as a safe place to dwell because of his promises and 
encourages others, all of us, to trust God also. 
In our Reflection, Paul teaches the Ephesian Christians that in Christ they are not strangers anymore 
but members of God’s household, God’s people, built on a solid foundation.  And that each of them is 
being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives.  Amen. 
 
Call to Worship: From Psalm 91: A Safe Place 
1 Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say of the 
Lord, ‘He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.’ 
9 If you say, ‘The Lord is my refuge,’ and you make the Most High your dwelling, 10 no harm will overtake 
you.  14 ‘Because he loves me,’ says the Lord, ‘I will rescue him; I will protect him, for he acknowledges 
my name.  15 He will call on me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble. 
 
As the psalmist reflects on the character of God, the ‘Most High’, ‘the Almighty’, ‘the Lord’ and ‘my God’, 
no wonder he feels safe in his shelter and shadow.  Dwelling in God as a refuge and fortress is a safe 
place.  He urges others to trust God for themselves.  Three aspects of God’s relationship with faithful 
believers are highlighted.  They love him, acknowledge his name and call on him in prayer.  For his part in 
time of trouble, God promises to rescue, to answer our prayer and he assures us of his presence.  For us, 
there is no safer place or way to live, when in the face of trouble, than to be ‘in Christ,’ God with us.  
Amen 
 
Prayer of Thanks and Praise, and The Lord’s Prayer 
Loving God, thank you that you made us, and we are your people, having called us to an amazing faith 
though Jesus Christ.  We thank you that we belong to you, and praise you for the sense of belonging we 
feel between us, even when scattered.  Furthermore, we thank you we are being built together into your 
church in which you dwell to be among us.  Help us to prepare our hearts to discover more of you this 
Lent and to meet with you again this Easter.  Amen 
Lord Jesus, thank you that we each are made alive in you and together are one in you, the body of 
Christ, the Church.  We are held so significantly in your love and purposes.  Forgive us, we pray, when 
our faith falters and we lose that sense of belonging and hope, because the demands of uncertain life and 
work overwhelm us.  Forgive us when we struggle to share these things with you or your people.  Thank 
you that you are always close to us, always willing to forgive and walk with us.  Amen 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy Kingdom come, thy will be done; on earth as 
it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen 

 
 

Hymn R&S 345: Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah 
 

1. Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty, 
Hold me with Thy powerful hand. 

Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven, 
Feed me now and evermore; 
Feed me now and evermore. 

 

2. Open now the crystal fountain, 
Whence the healing stream doth flow; 

Let the fire and cloudy pillar 
Lead me all my journey through. 

Strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer, 
Be Thou still my Strength and Shield; 
Be Thou still my Strength and Shield. 

 



3. When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
Bid my anxious fears subside; 

Death of death and hell’s Destruction, 
Land me safe on Canaan’s side. 

Songs of praises, songs of praises, 
I will ever give to Thee; 
I will ever give to Thee. 

John Williams (1754-1828) 
 
 
 

Dedication of our Offerings 
Almighty God, as part of our worship today, we give thanks to you for all your gifts to us and your 
provision for us.  And in our thanksgiving, we have offered our gifts to you.  Please accept our offering of 
money, given by various means and at different times.  We pray they may be used wisely and well for the 
sake of your kingdom here, through the work of your church, to be a blessing to others.  Amen 

 
 

Bible Reading: Ephesians 2: 19-22.  Being built together 
19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and 
also members of God’s household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ 
Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 
21 In him the whole building is joined together and grows to become a holy temple in the Lord. 
22 And in him you too are being built together spiritually to become a dwelling-place in which God lives by 
his Spirit.  Thanks be to God for his word. 
 
 
Reflection:  Members of God’s household 
We live at a time when people are quick to write off the Church.  It’s not so much the question, does the 
Church have a future?  But, does the future have a Church?!  It is therefore amazingly reassuring to see 
how significant the Church is in the plans and purposes of God.  We know that the Church is the body of 
Christ.  Paul now reminds us that through the work of Christ, the Gentiles have now been reconciled to 
God and to each other. 
 
Paul uses three pictures to describe the Church.  The Church is like a kingdom of which we have become 
citizens (v19).  Our citizenship is in heaven and this affects every part of our lives, because we have a 
much wider dimension to the life we live now, waiting for us in the future. 
 
The church is also like a family or household.  Those who were once outside the intimate circle of the 
home have now been brought into the family (v19).  We have God as our father, Christ as our older 
brother and all other believers as our siblings.  This has implications for how we live now.  We are a huge 
family – loving God, loving one another and loving our neighbour.  We are united in Christ. 
 
Finally, the church is a spiritual temple (v20–22).  We often identify the word church with a physical 
building.  In the Old Testament God commanded his people to build a tabernacle and then a temple and 
he chose to dwell among them there.  Since Pentecost, though, God no longer manifests his glory in a 
physical building.  He now dwells in the lives of individual Christians and in the corporate Church.  The 
most exciting thing about being among God’s people is that God is there. 
 
The Greek word for ‘church’ (ecclesia) referred to a people (not a structure or location), that would gather 
together or congregate for the sole purpose of encountering God, in worship.  The church is to be both 
Bible based and Spirit filled.  It is built on the solid foundation of the testimony of the apostles and 
prophets contained in scripture (v20).  The Bible creates the church and keeps it healthy.  God dwells 
among his people in the church, filling the church with his Spirit, his presence (v22). 
 
The church is an inclusive, welcoming community, where we are called together to be a people of love and 
mutual support.  Whenever you feel unloved, unimportant, a bit out of it, anxious or insecure, remember 
to whom you belong, and to what you belong.  As we gather, our greatest desire should be to meet with 
the God who chose to dwell among his people.  He will be here and it will be great.  Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Hymn R&S 509: O Jesus, I have promised 

 
1. O Jesus, I have promised 

to serve thee to the end; 
be thou for ever near me, 
my Master and my friend; 
I shall not fear the battle 
if thou art by my side, 

nor wander from the pathway 
if Thou wilt be my guide. 

 
2. O let me feel thee near me; 

the world is ever near, 
I see the sights that dazzle, 
the tempting sounds I hear; 
my foes are ever near me, 

around me and within; 
but, Jesus, draw thou nearer, 
and shield my soul from sin. 

 

3. O let me hear Thee speaking 
in accents clear and still, 

above the storms of passion, 
the murmurs of self will. 
O speak to reassure me, 

to hasten or control; 
O speak, and make me listen, 

thou guardian of my soul. 
 

4. O Jesus, thou hast promised, 
to all who follow thee, 

that where thou art in glory 
there shall thy servant be; 

and, Jesus, I have promised 
to serve thee to the end; 
O give me grace to follow 
my Master and my friend. 

 
J E Bode (1816-74) 

 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Reception Of New Members 
Ernest Smith, Samantha Coney and Nicola Pizzey 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
 

We come now to celebrate the Sacrament of Communion 
 

A Simple Communion 
We are still scattered but we are brought together as we remember.  Let these symbols of bread and wine 
help to make Jesus real to us in his body and blood.  A body that was broken for us and blood that was 
shed for us.  In this sacrament, we are made one with him — delivered from the power of death into his 
Kingdom of life and love. 
 
Almighty God, we remember that Jesus was born of Mary; he lived our common life on earth; he 
revealed your love as a Father; he showed us the way to live; he suffered and died for us; on the third 
day you raised him from the dead; and he is present with us now through the Holy Spirit.  In his 
presence, and in the company of all your people, we celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  Amen 
 
On the night before the crucifixion, when evening came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table.  And 
he said to them, ‘I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover meal with you before I suffer. 
And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is my body given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.’ 
In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, ‘This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you, for the forgiveness of sins.’  When they had 
sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

 
 

Sung words to help us reflect 
 

With all my heart I thank you, Lord. 
With all my heart I thank you, Lord. 
For this bread and wine we break, 

For this sacrament we take, 
For the forgiveness that You make, 

I thank you, Lord. 

With all my soul I thank you, Lord. 
With all my soul I thank you, Lord. 
For this victory that You’ve won, 
For this taste of things to come, 
For this love that makes us one, 

I thank you, Lord. 
 



 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Sharing – The Bread 
We give thanks to you, O God, that from the earth you cause the grain to come for the making of bread.  
We praise you for Jesus, the bread of life, whose body was given for us. 
By your Holy Spirit sanctify us and this bread, that the bread which we break may be to us the 
communion of the body of Christ, and that we may be made one in him.  As of old you fed your people in 
the wilderness, so feed us now that we may live to your praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
When Jesus had given thanks, he broke the bread and said: 
‘Take, and eat: this is my body given for you.  Do this, in remembrance of me.’ 
The Body of Christ broken for us.  (let us take the bread and eat) 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Sharing – The Wine 
We give thanks to you, O God, that you cause the vine to yield fruit.  We bless you for Jesus, the true 
vine, whose blood was poured out for us. 
By your Holy Spirit sanctify us and this wine, that the cup which we bless may be to us the communion 
of the blood of Christ, and that through abiding in him we may bear fruit that lasts.  As we share the 
sufferings of Christ, so give us grace that we may know the power of his resurrection; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
When Jesus had given thanks, he gave the cup to his disciples and said: 
‘Drink this, all of you; for this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many, for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, in remembrance of me.’ 
The Blood of Christ shed for us.  (let us take the wine and drink) 
 

Thanks be to God for these gifts beyond words, the bread of life, the cup of salvation, 
this lasting memorial.  Amen 

 
Gracious God, we praise you for what you have given and for what you have promised us here.  You 
have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.  You have fed us with the bread of life, 
and renewed us for your service.  Now we give ourselves to you; and we ask that our daily living may be 
part of the life of your kingdom, and that our love may be your love reaching out into the life of the world; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession for Ukraine 
“Our prayers can go where we cannot.  While many things may seem impossible from a human standpoint, in the 
realm of prayer there are no impossibilities"   Brother Andrew 
 
God of All, we join with Christians around the world with alarm and concern; we bring before you the 
military invasion in Ukraine.  In a world you made for peace and flourishing, we lament the use of armed 
force and aggression.  We mourn every casualty of this conflict, every precious life extinguished by war.  
We pray comfort for those who grieve and those who are fearful. 
Hear our longing that leaders and nations will honour the worth of all people by having the courage to 
resolve conflict through dialogue.  May all our human failings be transformed by your wonderful grace and 
goodness.  We ask this in the name of Christ, the author of peace and sustainer of Creation.  Amen 
 
Eternal God, as we are overshadowed once again by war, we lift up before you the innocents and 
vulnerable, the victims of violence and cruelty, along with all who continue to sow the seeds of hate.  In 
the fog of war where truth is the first victim, may your light, which cannot be overwhelmed, reveal the 
truth. 
Grant to world leaders and all in positions of power today not only the wisdom but also the courage to do 
what is right in your sight.  Grant all who turn to you your strength and fortitude, your inner peace, along 
with a continuing faith in your sovereign power, in the face of such military might.  All this we pray in the 
name of the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ, our living Lord and Saviour.  Amen 
 
Almighty God, may those who have lost their homes find new places to stay, give the hungry food, 
comfort those who weep, unite those who are separated.  We pray for those fleeing for their lives.  We 
pray for the refugees leaving the country, that they will find welcome, shelter, food and warmth, and 
above all peace.  We pray for those countries receiving refugees that you would bless them with the 
resources, food and compassion they need to provide refuge.  Amen 
 



Holy Spirit, we pray for the church in Ukraine, a nation in which 70% of the population call themselves 
Christian.  Give our many brothers and sisters in that nation courage in this crisis that they may proclaim 
the good news of your kingdom, bind up broken hearts, and bring comfort to all who mourn, and make 
them instruments of your peace and righteousness, and equip them with all that is necessary to serve 
their fellow human beings.  Above all, strengthen their faith, revive their hope and teach them to love, to 
your praise and glory.  Amen 

 
 

Hymn: Church of God, elect and glorious 
 

1. Church of God, elect and glorious, 
holy nation, chosen race; 

called as God’s own special people, 
royal priests and heirs of grace: 

know the purpose of your calling, 
show to all his mighty deeds; 

tell of love which knows no limits 
grace which meets all human needs. 

 

2. Once you were an alien people, 
strangers to God’s heart of love, 

but he brought you home in mercy, 
citizens of heaven above: 

let his love flow out to others, 
let them feel a Father’s care; 

that they too may know his welcome, 
and his countless blessings share. 

 
3. Church of God, elect and holy, 

be the people he intends; 
strong in faith and swift to answer 
each command your master sends: 

royal priests, fulfil your calling 
through your sacrifice and prayer; 

give your lives in joyful service 
sing his praise, his love declare. 

James Seddon 1915-1983 
 
 

Thank you for joining us today, here at church, online or reading at home.  It has been good to rejoice 
again in God and worship together as God’s people in Christ. 

 
A Prayer and Blessing 

Loving God, thank you that through faith, we are your people and we belong to you.  As we experience 
the joy that belonging to one another brings, may it bridge the distance between us and serve to 

strengthen our love for each other.  Amen 
 

And so, to you, our dear Church Family and Friends 
The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; The 

Lord turn his face towards you and give you peace.  Amen 
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