
Thatcham URC - Worshipping Together (Gathered & Separate)  
A Short Reflective Service: Sunday 27th February 2022 @ 10.30 
                            TRANSFIGURATION 
 
Welcome and Introduction 
 
Welcome to our Reflective Service today, whether here at church, online or read at home. It’s good, once 
again, to be together as we worship God. Today we will be looking at the TRANSFIGURATION – Jesus with 
his chosen disciples on the mountain. We will, again reflect in wonder at the vision that appeared to the 
disciples. 
 
Call to worship & Gathering Prayer. 
 
We are called to love our enemies. Memories are important to us. There are many people who have gone 
before us, they are the pillars of our faith; and Jesus is our greatest example. Let us come together to 
worship him today 
 
God, thank you that as we journey with you, you are transforming us. Thank you for the mountaintop 
experiences as well as the everyday journeys. We ask to know your presence and your power as we live 
each day for you. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Adoration, Confession, Praise & Thanksgiving & Lord’s Prayer 
 
Lord of change of transfiguration and transformation, yet whose essence remains always the same, we 
worship and adore you and we kneel in awe before you. Amen  
 
Father we confess that we are always desperate for mountaintop experiences 
We want our faith to be fuelled by awe and excitement 
 
We admit that our faith becomes jaded when life is difficult or just mundane 
We want to feel spiritually uplifted all the time 
 
Forgive us, Father, for failing to keep the faith when we descend from the mountain 
Forgive us for failing you when everyday life returns 
 
We recommit ourselves to walking with you every inch of the way, every moment of the day, whether it be 
fair or foul, knowing that you will be faithful to us even when we lack faith in you. Amen. 
 
Father, this time two years ago, the world began to change as the pandemic took hold. It set us on a path 
we could not have imagined, a rollercoaster of fear and despair. We thank you for being with us every step 
of the way. Thank you for the times when we witnessed the best of humanity; for those who selflessly 
worked to save lives, produce vaccines and keep the country running; for those who raised funds and spirits. 
For every time you sent someone or something to lift us up, O Lord, we give thanks and praise; for every 
day you helped us to carry on when the tunnel was long and the light at the end of it dim, we praise your 
holy name. The world has changed, and we have been changed; let us take what we have seen learned to 
light our pilgrim way ever more. Amen 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy Kingdom come, thy will be done; on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trepass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power 
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen 

 
Hymn: MP 327: Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,  

Most blessed, most glorious, almighty, victorious 
Thy great name we praise. 

 
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
Thy justice like mountains, high soaring above 

Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love 
 



To all life thou givest, to both great and small 
In all life thou livest, the true life of all; 

We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
And wither and perish – but nought changeth thee. 

 
Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 

Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
All laud we would render; O help us to see 
‘tis only the splendour of light hideth thee 

                                                                                  W.Chalmers Smith (1824-1908). 
 
Dedication of our Offerings 
Almighty God, as we give you thanks for all that you provide for us, again this day accept the offerings, 
made through various means, that we dedicate to you that they may be used widely and well for the sake of 
your kingdom, through the work of your church and be a blessing to others. Amen. 
 
Reading: Luke 9: 28-36 
About a week after this he took Peter, John and James and went up a mountain to pray. And while he was 
praying the appearance of his face changed and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there were 
two men talking with him – Moses and Elijah – who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, the 
destiny he was to fulfil in Jerusalem. Peter and his companions had been overcome by sleep; but when they 
awoke, they saw his glory and the two men who stood beside him. As these two were moving away from 
Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it is good that we are here. Shall we make three shelters, one for you, one 
for Moses, and one for Elijah?” but he spoke without knowing what he was saying. As he spoke there came 
a cloud which cast its shadow over them; they were afraid as they entered the cloud, and from it a voice 
spoke; “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him.” After the voice had spoken, Jesus was seen to be alone. 
The disciples kept silence and did not at that time say a word to anyone of what they had seen. 
 
Reflection: 
How, I wonder, would we have reacted if we had been part of the “mountaintop experience”? Peter, James 
and John would have known that Jesus was someone special. Now they were to experience something 
totally unexpected, they would not have expected, or been prepared, for Jesus’ praying to bring him into the 
company of those heroes of faith Moses and Elijah. Peter’s, who else, reaction seemed to be practical in that 
there should be some way of erecting dwellings to commemorate the three people, Jesus, Moses and Elijah, 
meeting. Yet he does not yet grasp the truth that Jesus is more. He is the Son of God, and soon he and his 
disciples will turn their attention towards its full implications: Jerusalem and the Cross that lies at the end of 
the road. The kingdom into which Jesus invites us subverts our every expectation. 
 
The concept of a “mountaintop experience” has entered common parlance. It is used to suggest intense 
experiences or moments when we are so taken away from ordinary life that we encounter something greater 
than ourselves. I was fortunate enough, during my time in the RAF to visit Cape Town and while there to go 
up Table Mountain. The view from the top looking down on the city was spectacular, before, without any 
warning the cloud, known as the table cloth, descended and blocked the view, the following descent in the 
cable car was an awesome experience, into and then out of the cloud. 
 
Whether or not we have experienced such a thing what value should we put on such powerful experiences. 
Can they teach us things and as such be treated as gifts to help us on our journeys, how can we carry the 
moment with us in every day life. Personally having experienced other powers of nature it certainly made 
me more aware of the wonder of God’s creating power as I witnessed things in nature. What then does the 
Gospel reading suggest as answers to the questions. 
 
Moses returning from the mountaintop with the Ten Commandments represented a definitive moment of 
change for the Hebrew nation. The new covenant between God and his people had been established, 
because of Moses’ appearance the people are afraid. What are the moments of change in the life of the 
communities in which we are set. 
 
Moses and Elijah are two great pillars of the faith. Peter, James and John recognised them. Their legacy 
continues today because the stories of their lives are still told. Who are the pillars of our faith today. Who 
are the heroes. Remember not all heroes are well known, often they go unnoticed at least in their own 
generation. Should we be working harder to recognise them and what can we learn from such people. Just 
stop and think of any such person who has been your hero. There are numerous situations that have 



produced such heroes – think of people who can openly forgive others who have carried out crimes against 
their families especially in acts of terror where lives have been lost. 
 
Another example is. During the pandemic the story emerged of a North Belfast pastor (Lee McClelland) who 
encountered God while he was in intensive care fighting for his life against Covid-19. As he began to feel 
better he craved crisps and Coca-Cola. However, he knew that no one was allowed access to him. He 
remembers praying about his craving. The next morning a cleaner came to him and handed him a packet of 
crisps and a bottle of juice. Pastor Lee believes God heard his prayer, and he encountered God – through 
the cleaner. He later discovered the cleaner had been a missionary in Nigeria for 14 years. Pastor McClelland 
created a social media clip sharing his encounter with God. The clip went viral, appearing on many media 
outlets, and is now in the process of being made into a Netflix movie! He describes his encounter with God 
as a moment in his life that transformed him. We don’t know how and when we will encounter God and be 
transformed all we can do is be prepared and when it happens to follow it through. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymn: MP 445: Shine, Jesus, Shine 
Lord the light of your love is shining 
In the midst of the darkness, shining 

Jesus light of the world, 
Shine upon us, 

Set us free 
By the truth you now bring us 

Shine on me, shine on me 
 

Shine, Jesus, shine, 
Fill this land with the Father’s glory, 

Blaze spirit blaze 
Set our hearts on fire 

Flow river flow, 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy 

Send forth your word Lord 
And let there be light 

 
Lord, I come to your awesome presence 

From the shadows into your radiance 
By your blood 

I may enter your brightness 
Search me, try me 

Consume all my darkness 
Shine on me, shine on me 

 
Shine, Jesus, shine……. 

 
As we gaze on your kingly brightness 

So our faces display your likeness, 
Ever changing from glory to glory, 

Mirrored here, 
May our lives tell your story 
Shine on me, shine on me 

 
Shine, Jesus, shine……. 

                                                                                Graham Kendrick 
 
Intercession: 
Heavenly Father, let the light which shines from the crucified and risen Christ continue to have its effect in 
the darkness of human life. Let his light be shed on the impossibilities of politics and economics so that lives 
may be saved from the misery of starvation and hopelessness; so that bodies and spirits may not be broken 
any more by hatred and violence. 



Give new vision, new commitment, new and strange humility to the politicians of our own country and the 
world. 
Give them a vision of a world at peace, and such yearning for it that it may be their chief desire to find the 
way to peace with justice 
Deliver them from the temptation of imagining or pretending that they have all the answers, and help them 
to listen to each other and be open to fresh insight from eavh other’s truth, discovering answers never 
dreamed of yet. 
Give new vision, new commitment and new confidence to your people in the Church. Keep us always open 
to truth from whatever source it comes, and yet keep us true to the light we have in Christ, so that we may 
take our stand with him and share his sacrifice. 
Save us from losing ground by any shallowness of commitment; save our society from the effects of faith 
worn thin and the motivation of your love in us forgotten, ignored and lost in the darkness of human 
selfishness, greed and fear. 
And now, Father we offer ourselves as a family of your people, to be light for men and women here where 
we live. Heal us and help us. Shine in us, and make your glory known, as you have already in Jesus Christ 
our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

 
 

Hymn: R&S 69: Lord of all being throned afar 
Lord of all being, throned afar, 

Thy glory flames from sun and star, 
Centre and soul of every sphere, 

Yet to each loving heart how near. 
 

Sun of our life, thy quickening ray 
Sheds on our path the glow of day; 
Star of our hope, thy softened light 

Cheers the long watches of the night. 
 

Our midnight is thy smile withdrawn, 
Our noontide is thy gracious dawn, 
Our rainbow arch thy mercy’s sign, 

All, save the clouds of sin, are thine. 
 

Lord of all life, below, above, 
Whose light is truth, whose warmth is love, 

Before thy ever blazing throne 
We ask no lustre of our own. 

 
Grant us thy truth to make us free, 

And kindling hearts that burn for thee, 
Till all thy living altars claim 

One holy light, one heavenly flame. 
                                                                                         G.W.Holmes (1809-94) 
 
Thank you for joining us today, here in church, reading at home or online. It is good that we have rejoiced 
together in worship and shared God’s blessing celebrating the Transfiguration of Jesus Christ. 
 

A sending out prayer and blessing: 
Father, thank you that you are transforming us every day. We pray that, not only will we have mountaintop 
experiences, but also that we will know your presence with us in our everyday and ordinary moments. May 
we be continually astounded at your greatness, and may it show in our lives. Amen 
 
Now to you, dear Church Family and Friends: May the Lord bless us and keep us, and make his face to 
shine on us and be gracious to us this day and for ever more. Amen. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


