Thatcham URC - Worshipping Together (Gathered and Separate)
A Short Reflective Service

Sunday, 6" February 2022, 10.30am

And Baptism Service for William John

Welcome and Introduction

Welcome to our Shorter Reflective Service today, here at church, online or read at home. It's good to
be together again.

Welcome also to William Johr who has come to be baptised. But he is not by himself,
William has brought along, his Mum and Daa - Karen and Mark, and family and friends.

We here at Thatcham URC are honoured to witness and support this Baptism in our service this
morning, and it is my honour to preside over the celebration of the sacrament of Baptism. So welcome
William, Karen and Mark, Godparents: Jody, Alison, Michaela and Adrian, and family and friends.
The Baptism part of the service takes place within our morning service for today.

Our Theme today is God’s Love and the fact that God knows us. And of course, the Baptismal theme is
the water, the symbolic cleansing of Baptism and newness of life, and again symbolically, the life giving
water offered to us in Jesus himself. God himself through our Lord Jesus Christ welcomes each of us,
accepting us and loving us just as we are. We don’t have to earn that love. This is the Grace of God.

Call to Worship:

In Calling us to Worship this morning, it says in Ps: 139.

17 "How precious are your thoughts concerning us, O God! How vast is the sum of them! & Were we to
count them; they would outnumber the grains of sand”.

Prayers of Thanks and Praise, and The Lord’s Prayer:

Almighty God, we praise you for your greatness, which holds our smallness; for your majesty, once
clothed in our humanity; for your sovereignty, which embraces our frailty; for your love which gives us
life; for your Son, who claims us for his own.

Loving God, thank you for your love that formed each one of us. We praise you that we can come to
you just as we are, in the full assurance that we know we are excepted by you.

Father God, we are your handiwork — you designed us for goodness, love and compassion. Forgive us
for every self-righteous attitude, and every condemnation of others. Lord, out of your grace and
kindness, cleanse us, renew us and give us hope, that through your love, we shall be transformed into
the likeness of Christ and bring glory to your name. Amen

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy Kingdom come, thy will be done; on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen

Hymn R&S 549: One more step along the world I go

1. One more step along the world I go, 3. Give me courage when the world is rough,
One more step along the world I go, Keep me loving though the world is tough;
From the old things to the new Leap and sing in all I do,
Keep me travelling along with you: Keep me travelling along with
you:
And it’s from the old I travel to the new;
Keep me travelling along with you: 4. You are older than the world can be,
You are younger than the life in me;
2. Round the corner of the world I turn, Ever old and ever new
More and more about the world I learn; Keep me travelling along with you:
All the new things that I see
You'll be looking at along with me: Sydney Carter (1915-2004)

Dedication of our various Offerings

Almighty God, as part of our worship today, we give thanks to you for all your gifts to us and your
provision for us. And in our thanksgiving, we have offered our gifts to you. Please accept our offering
of money, given by various means and at different times. We pray they may be used wisely and well
for the sake of your kingdom here, through the work of your church, to be a blessing to others. Amen
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Baptism of William John

INTRODUCTION
We now come to celebrate the sacrament of Baptism in which God has called Karen and Mark to bring
William to be baptised and become a member of Christ’s body, the whole Church.

The Lord is here. His Spirit is with us.
Jesus Christ came that we might have life, and have it in all its fullness.

In John’s Gospel we read that Jesus said to Nicodemus: 'no one can enter the kingdom of God without

being born of water and Spirit.’
John 3:5

God loves us even before we come to love God ourselves. Though we cannot understand such love,
God invites us in baptism to accept it with the openness and trust of a child.

In the waters of baptism, God sets us as a seal upon his heart, for his love in Christ is stronger than
death. Christ’s journey from death to resurrection life is the pattern of our lives, in union with him.
Jesus himself was baptized by John in the Jordan river. His baptism found fulfiiment in the cross,
where he gave himself for the life of the world.

Paul writes: ‘Do you not know that all of us who have been baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised into
his death?
Therefore, we have been buried with Christ by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

Romans 6:3-4

Whether we are infants or adults, baptism marks the beginning of our lives as Christians and as
members of the whole Church. In baptism we are called to take up the Cross and follow Christ in the
company of all God’s people from all times and places.

Because we cannot do this without help, we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, to enable us to live as
God'’s people and to serve God’s purposes in the world. We acknowledge one baptism, in obedience to
Christ. After his rising from the dead, Jesus said to his disciples:

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.

Matthew 28:18-20a
And so, we do likewise in baptising William today.

THE PROCLAMATION OF FAITH

Let us proclaim the faith of the Church through the ages.

The Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy universal Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

STATEMENT OR TESTIMONY

Karen and Mark, you have come for the baptism of: William John

in response to the call of Christ, and the leading of the Holy Spirit. Let us hear that you confess your
faith in Christ.



Do you believe and trust in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit, maker of heaven and earth,
giver of life, redeemer of the world? We do

PRAYER
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation. In your goodness you give us water to sustain our life and
renew the earth. May it be for William the water of new birth.

Gracious God, we thank you for your love in all creation, especially for the gift of water, to sustain,
refresh and cleanse all life.

In the beginning at creation you moved over the waters and to a formless void brought light and life to
this planet.

You led your people using Moses through the waters of the sea from slavery in Egypt to freedom in a
land of promise.

Your Son Jesus was baptised by John in the waters of the Jordan river.

You sent your Spirit upon him. He fulfilled his baptism upon the cross and was raised from the dead to
life, that we might have eternal life.

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this water, that William, being born anew of water and the

Spirit, may remain for ever in the number of your faithful children, through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom with the Father and the Holy Spirit be all honour and glory, now and forever. Amen

THE BAPTISM

We now come to the baptism of William. Will the Godparents: Jody , Alison ’
Michaela and Adriar ' please stand.
William John s: I baptise you in the name of the Father... and of the Son... and of the

Holy Spirit... Amen

William; I sign you with the Sign of the Cross, which is the sign of Christ. Amen

DECLARATION OF BAPTISM
William; child of God, God receives you by baptism into the one, holy, universal and apostolic Church.
Amen

Let us all sing together the Blessing:

The LORD bless you and keep you;

the LORD make his face to shine upon you,
and be gracious to you;

the LORD lift up his countenance upon you,
and give you peace.

William John Sugden-Moss; I now pronounce you to be baptised (introduce to the congregation)

THE PROMISES
From early times the Church has received the children of believers by baptism, so that with help and
support, they may grow up in Christ, and by the grace of God serve Christ all their days.

Karen and Mark, and Godparents: Jody, Alison, Michaela and Adrian:
This child belongs to God in Christ. Tell William of his baptism that he may know he is baptised and
may come one day to make his own response of faith and love.

Karen and Mark:
Do you promise, trusting in God’s grace, by prayer and example, to teach William the love of God and

bring him up in the life and worship of the Church? I do, with God’s help

Godparents: Jody, Alison, Michaela and Adrian:



Do you promise, trusting in God'’s grace, to pray and care for William, and his home and family, and to
support them as far as you are able, as though to minister Christ’s love yourselves? I do, with God’s
help

Promise by the Congregation:

As a community of faith, representing the whole Church, and trusting in God’s grace, do you welcome
William and promise to share with him, as far as you are able, what you yourselves have received, the
gift of God’s love revealed in Christ? We do with God’s help

THE STRENGTHENING IN FAITH

God of all grace, as William grows up, strengthen him in the power of the Holy Spirit, that he may be
your servant in the world, keeping faithful to Christ. Guide and bless him on the paths that you will
take him. May he be a blessing to all those he comes to know, in the family, in friendships, and in the
community. And finally, may he see your glory in the world to come. Amen

William, in the name of Christ we welcome you and we present to you a Children’s Bible and a
Certificate of Baptism.

Godparents, we present to you special Cards that certify the commitment you have made today to
William to be his Godparents.

May we all grow together in unity, and be built up into the body of Christ in love, to the glory of God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION FOR THOSE BAPTISED:

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, we give you thanks for receiving William by baptism into the life of
the body of Christ, your Church. Keep William always in your love; grant that he may grow strong in
body and mind; protect him in all dangers and temptations; and bring him to faith in Jesus Christ as his
Friend, Saviour and Lord.

We ask your blessing on the parents, family, and friends of William. Help them to surround William
with love and security, give them love and wisdom to show him your truth and your ways. And finally
may William bring such joy into the lives of his parents and family. May he know much joy and peace
in his own life. Amen
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The Reflective Service continues with the Bible Reading below



Bible Reading: Psalm 139 (abridged) God Knows us

10 Lord, you have searched me, Lord, and you know me. 2 You know when I sit and when I rise; you
perceive my thoughts from afar. 2 You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with
all my ways. “Before a word is on my tongue you, Lord, know it completely.

6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me... 7 Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from
your presence? ?If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 1° even there
your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.

13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. *1I praise you
because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful; I know that full well. 16..all
the days ordained for me were written in your book before they came to be.

17 How precious concerning me are your thoughts, O God! 23 Search me, O God, and know my heart;
test me and know my anxious thoughts. 24 See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the
way everlasting. Thanks be to God for his word.

Reflection: God Knows Us So Well

God knows all about our physical, mental and spiritual condition. He knows what we do and even what
we think. He knows where we go and what we are about to say even before we speak it. He knows
every thought, word, action and motive, and his knowledge of us is complete. How do we react to that?
David, the psalmist, perhaps surprisingly, doesn’t try to hide, like Adam and Eve did in the garden of
Eden. Rather, he responds with amazement that God should know us so well, and yet never leaves us.

We are not the chance result of a random combination of chemicals and physical forces; we are God’s
creations: 'you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.’ David reflects
with wonder that 'all the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to
be’. When we grasp all this truth, like David, we will want to praise God.

After reflecting on the greatness of God and the miracle of human life, David looks around at the world
and gets angry about its cruelty. He asks God to search his heart to see if there is any offensive way in
him and lead him 'in the way everlasting’. Lead him down the right way or better way with God beside
him.

How can we understand ourselves, our thoughts, motives and instincts? Who can really explain how we
are wired? We can find great relief and peace in knowing that there is a God who made us, who loves
us, who really knows us and who wants us to know him in a deeper and personal relationship.

Wherever we go on God'’s earth, 1%even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me
fast’. It's the same security that Jesus promised to all who follow him: 'I give them eternal life and they
shall never perish; no-one can snatch them out of my hand’. (John 10:28). Is there anywhere safer in
this unsafe and uncertain world, than in the shelter and presence of a loving God, in a relationship with
him through faith in Jesus Christ.

Just as Karen and Mark want Isabelle, Charlotte and William to trust them; they know their children so
well. God wants us to totally trust him; he knows us so well. Right now the children totally trust their
Mum and Dad. God is totally trustworthy. And today William you have been baptised, a symbol of
washing, a symbol of new life, a symbol of becoming part of the universal Church. And God has, in the
waters of baptism, set you as a seal upon his heart. William, you are known to God, and hugely loved.
Amen

Hymn: O God, you Search Me and You Know Me

O God, you search me and you know me, 3. Before a word is on my tongue, Lord,
All my thoughts lie open to your gaze. You have known its meaning through and
When I walk or lie down you are before me: through.
Ever the maker and keeper of my days. You are with me beyond my understanding;

God of my present, my past and future, too.

2. You know my resting and my rising, 4. For you created me and shaped me,
You discern my purpose from afar, Gave me life within my mother’s womb,
And with love everlasting you besiege me; For the wonder of who I am I praise you,
In every moment of life or death, you are. Safe in your hands, all creation is made new.

©1992 Bernadette Farrell. Published
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Prayers of Intercession for the world around us

We pray for all those who are fearful under oppression. We bring before you those caught up in the
ever-rising tensions between Russia and Ukraine. We ask that you place your hand on the volatile
situation and bring about peace and harmony.

We pray for the people of Afghanistan. The families struggling to cope and find money for food, the
girls no longer being educated, the women no longer able to work freely. We pray for all the hopes and
dreams squashed by those yielding power, to still come true. Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for all in this country. For all in our local communities as we attempt to return to some
normality after the covid restrictions. We pray for the lonely, those still anxious about mixing with
others. We pray for the jobless and the bereaved. Surround them with your love.

We pray for all who are in leadership. In parliament, in our local councils and communities. For all
leaders of the church. We pray for the weary, those who are sinking beneath the heavy load of
responsibility. Give them wisdom and strength we pray. Lord, hear our prayer. Amen

Hymn R&S 96: Great is thy Faithfulness

1. Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 2. Summer and winter, and springtime and

There is no shadow of turning with Thee; harvest,
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail Sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
not Join with all nature in manifold witness
As Thou hast been Thou for ever wilt be. To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy 3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
faithfulness! Thine own dear presence to cheer and to
Morning by morning new mercies I see; guide;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided— Strength for today and bright hope for
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! tomorrow,

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

Thomas O Chisholm (1866-1960)

Thank you for joining together today. It has been good to worship together and rejoice again in God
who makes his love and knowledge of us known. And it has been good to be here with family and
friends to celebrate the Baptism of William.

A Prayer and Blessing
Lord Jesus, you have revealed to us the Grace of our Father God. Thank you for your presence with us
this morning and at the baptism of William. Lord, as we go from here, bless to our Families, bless our
Homes, and may we be a blessing to other. Amen

And so, to you, dear Church Family and Friends
As we blessed William, so a blessing for each of us.
The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious
to you; The Lord turn his face towards you and give you peace. Amen

And may you have the power to understand,
as all God’s people should, how wide, how
long, how high and ha is i




