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D O N A T I O N

Have you found us
on Facebook?

Dear Friends,
The sign was quite specific: Leicester 45
miles. Still a long way to go, but having driven
over 75 miles already, at least we were over
halfway. I set the milometer to zero so that I
could keep track of our progress as we pressed
on. Twenty miles further on, and another sign:
Leicester 32 miles!! To our dismay, an extra
seven miles had crept in somewhere, and to
cap it all, the children were starting to wake up.
In a couple of recent services, we looked at
Christ’s pattern for living and his example to
us. ‘If anyone wants to be great, they should
become a servant’. Jesus calls us to serve and
not to be served, just as he came to serve.
Here is a few different ways of looking at it.
Matthew 5:41: If anyone forces you to go one
mile, go with them two miles. Give to the one
who asks you.
To go further on our journey to Leicester
than we had expected was a bit of a headache.
But when Jesus spoke to the crowd in the
Sermon on the Mount, he had in mind
something far more demanding than that. A
Roman soldier had the right, in law, to compel
any subject to carry his armour and
accessories for one mile. It was quite a heavy
load to bear, but in Jewish eyes what was
worse was the way it emphasised their status
as an occupied nation, an enslaved people.
Yet here was Jesus telling them not just to
do what was required but to go beyond it, and
willingly. That advice applied not just then but
is equally valid now. ‘Don’t just do what we
have to do’, Jesus tells us: look whenever you
can to do more, to do that little bit extra, to
put yourself out for the sake of others. It’s not
easy advice, as most of us prefer to serve
ourselves before thinking of anyone else. But
the way of Christ is the way of sacrifice: it is
serving, of giving without counting the cost,
of always being ready to go the extra mile.
Proverbs 11:2425: One person gives freely,
yet gains even more; another withholds unduly,
and ends up suffering want. A generous person
will find enrichment.

Do you remember the old advertising
slogan, ‘Quality Street, made for sharing’? It
had a point didn’t it, for like most pleasures, a
box of chocolates is indeed all the better for
being shared. To enjoy something on one’s
own simply doesn’t bring quite the same
satisfaction; it somehow feels more like
indulgence and greed.
In much the same way as a problem shared
is a problem halved, so a pleasure shared
brings double the happiness. It’s not just true
of chocolates but of most things; in fact, of
people in general – we are all made for sharing.
Receiving may bring happiness but giving
brings a far greater joy. Generosity of spirit is
a rare quality that doesn’t come naturally to
many of us, yet it is one of the most precious
gifts we can ever have. If we learn to let go of
what we have, to share from our little or our
plenty, we will discover what enrichment
really means. This is serving.
Matthew 5:13: You are the salt of the earth;
but if salt has lost its taste, it is no longer any good.
The salt of the earth – – how often have
you heard that expression used of someone?
What a great compliment it is! To be
somebody who adds that little bit of extra to
life, who brings help and happiness to others,
who is trustworthy and dependable. So,
would people describe you and me in those
terms? Well, they should do, according to
Jesus. We should be those who exhibit
precisely such qualities, those whose way of
life blesses others. This is serving.
In trying to follow Jesus’ example of
servanthood, asking God to give us a love for
others and a servant heart might be the way
forward and really resonate with us. And it’s
this way that can lead us to a life so
transforming and fulfilling, in serving God by
serving others even in small ways, only to
discover that God sees that you are a generous
servant.
With love in the Servant King
John
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REMEMBER IN
YOUR PRAYERS
Allan Crichton & family; John,
Rachel & family; the Browning
family; Dorothy & family; Janice;
Tess Smith & family, Rose & Bruce;
Monica Curtis & family; Alan &
Jackie Tarry & family; John
Eggleton’s family; Ernest Smith;
Norma Soper; Jane Staunton &
family; Margaret Wilson & family;
Margaret Gill; Julia Bowry; Viv &
Jon
Wilding;
Karen
Fakes
Rosemary King; Iris and family; the
Sugden
family;
Amanda
Macmanus and family; Muriel
Macauley; the family of Nina
Vokins; and any others known to us
individually.
Put peace into each other’s hands
and like a treasure hold it,
Protect it like a candle flame, with
tenderness enfold it.
Put peace into each other’s hands
with loving expectation;
Be gentle in your words and ways, in
touch with God’s creation.
Put peace into each other’s hands
like bread we break for sharing;
Look people warmly in the eye, our
life is meant for caring.
Amen

EMBRACE the Middle East
(extracts from Prayer Diary)
7 November – Pray with us for the people of Lebanon, who are living through
an acute financial crisis that has seen food prices rise to unsustainable levels.
An unfair tax system and political turmoil are exacerbating the situation,
making employment opportunities scarce, particularly for the younger
generation. Those in poverty struggle to afford to eat. Please pray for leaders
of integrity, a stable government and an end to the crisis.

Give thanks for the ongoing work
in Colombia to forge a peaceful future
for everyone living there.
Thomas Mortensen, the country
manager, has asked that we pray for
protection for human rights
defenders since there are many who
have been killed.
Join in the
ecumenical prayer vigil across the
globe on the 24th of every month, a
vigil that will continue until we all can
celebrate an end to occupation and a
just and lasting resolution to the
PalestinianIsraeli conflict.
God of peace lead those who
engage in violence to put down their
weapons and to live in peace with one
another. Amen

28 November – This week (29th) marks the UN Day of Solidarity with the
Palestinian People, please pray for our partner East Jerusalem YMCA who
provide mental health support for children affected by traumatic situations
such as home demolition, illegal detention and settler violence.
‘For you have been a stronghold to the poor. A stronghold to the needy in his
distress. A shelter from the storm and a shade from the heat’. (Isaiah 25:45)

ST MUNGO’S EVEN LESSER
To Uncle Eustace
Rector
St James the Least of All

Dear Uncle Eustace,
It was with much disappointment that, on reading your latest epistle, I
learned that the filming went ahead without my having availed the film crew
of my huge experience. In the field of pretence there can be none with more
opportunity to practice, than here at St Munro’s Even Lesser.
When the film crew return for the Elizabethan Poverty project, I expect
to be notified well in advance. Please forgive my insistence. I will spend
longer on my knees this evening.
Your loving nephew, Darren
PS The 8 missing youths were found, in unhygienic conditions, but luckily
alive. They are experiencing much humility. God be praised.

Remembrance Sunday
14 November at Thatcham URC

Revd David Witts
will lead a Service of
Remembrance at
9.30am

Father, In these short, dark days of November, with all the uncertainties
and complications in our new Covid 19 landscape, help us to feel the
reassurance of Your presence in the gift of each new day. Help us to be guided
through the darkness by Your light – by Jesus, who will never leave us or
forsake us. In His name  the name above pandemics and shortages and rising
bills and all anxieties – we pray. Amen.
By Daphne Kitching

Please see local press for
road closures on the day
and park accordingly

ST. JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL
from The Rectory

You really should not worry about
having reversed your car into the
bishop’s gatepost, knocking it over
and destroying his rosebeds. It gives
him an opportunity to exercise
Christian forgiveness. Your real
mistake was scribbling a note of
apology and pushing it through his
letterbox. Far better would have been

On the 20th day of October
In the Year of Our Lord
2021

to have sent an anonymous letter (and
to have written it on lined notepaper
in capital letters, preferably in green
ink, to make it look truly authentic)
saying that you had seen the
archdeacon do it, and then you had
watched him drive off without
stopping. That would have taken the
minds of the senior clergy away from
parish matters for quite some time.
No, never worry about the wrath
of bishops; dangers lurk much nearer
home. For a start, never incur the
displeasure of your flower arrangers.
I only crossed their path once – and
arrived in church the following
Sunday, to see a tenfoothigh floral
arrangement at the front of church. I
assumed it was by way of making
amends, until I discovered it had been
placed in front of the pulpit. I was

obliged to preach, hidden behind a
large multicoloured hedge, while the
congregation listened to what were
apparently talking chrysanthemums.
A colleague offended his own
ladies and arrived to find that the
contents of the safe had been
removed and replaced with all those
exotic pieces of equipment that seem
to be indispensable for arranging
flowers. He was obliged to administer
Communion using a small vase until
peace was reestablished and his
chalice returned to him.
Similarly, organists are a delicate
breed. Congratulate him on the
anthem, and if it happened to be
unaccompanied, he would assume
you were implying that the services
were better without his playing.
Offend your organist and you can be
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guaranteed that hymns will be played
at either half or double speed,
stopping one verse short and that the
final piece of music as you process out
will stop, leaving you and the choir
stranded halfway down the aisle.
And finally, never, ever upset your
verger. One forgotten Christmas
present and you can be sure you will
get halfway through a baptism to
find he hasn’t put water in the font; at
marriage services, the sheets for last
week’s funeral will have been
accidentally put out and when you sit
in your stall you will discover where
he now stores the mop and bucket.
No, bishops are warm, fluffy
bunnies; real dangers lurks much
nearer home.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace

— hands’ (2 Corinthians 5:1) (5)
3 Uncommon excellence (Proverbs
20:15) (4)
4 ‘You have exalted my horn like
that of a wild ox; fine — have
been poured upon me’ (Psalm
92:10) (4)
5 — Homo (‘Behold the Man’) (4)
6 ‘He has given proof of this to all
men by — him from the dead’
(Acts 17:31) (7)
7 ‘Our — is in heaven’ (Philippians
3:20) (11)
8 ‘This is a day you are to — ’
(Exodus 12:14) (11)
12 Assault (Psalm 17:9) (6)
14 ‘Jesus found a young donkey and
— upon it’ (John 12:14) (3)
15 Liverpool dialect (6)
19 ‘Remember the — day by
keeping it holy’ (Exodus 20:8) (7)
20 Nineteenthcentury German
physicist after whom the unit of
electrical resistance is named (3)
24 Nazirites were not allowed to
eat this part of a grape
(Numbers 6:4) (5)
25 ‘If anyone would come after me,
he must — himself and take up
his cross and follow me’ (Mark
8:34) (4)
26 Evil Roman emperor from AD54
to 68, responsible for
condemning hundreds of
Down
Christians to cruel deaths (4)
2 ‘We have a building from God, an
eternal house in heaven, not built by 27 See 18 Across

Across

1 In David’s battle with the Arameans,
700 of these were killed (2 Samuel
10:18) (11)
9 ‘No — , impure or greedy person
has any inheritance in the kingdom
of God’ (Ephesians 5:5) (7)
10 City on the banks of the River Nile (5)
11 Stamped addressed envelope (1,1,1)
13 Taverns (4)
16 ‘Be on your guard; stand — in the
faith’ (1 Corinthians 16:13) (4)
17 ‘He will not always — , nor will he
harbour his anger for ever’ (Psalm
103:9) (6)
18 and 27 Down Where the magi came
from and what guided them
(Matthew 2:1–2) (4,4)
20 Ancient Celtic alphabet of 20
characters (4)
21 She married Esau when he was 40
years old (Genesis 26:34) (6)
22 A greatgrandson of Noah (Genesis
10:7) (4)
23 Title accorded to certain Roman
Catholic clerics (abbrev.) (4)
25 ‘My house will be a house of prayer;
but you have made it a — of
robbers’ (Luke 19:46) (3)
28 Annie (anag.) (5)
29 Plead with (Zechariah 7:2) (7)
30 Tenth foundation of the new
Jerusalem (Revelation 21:20) (11)

Throughout December, West Berks Foodbank run a Reverse Advent
Calendar, this is where you give something each day from a list, instead of
receiving. Copies of the list will be available soon. There will be a collection box
in the vestibule throughout Advent, I can also arrange to collect anything for
anyone unable to make it to church.
Thank you for your support
Esther

Harvest Festival

Answers next page

Our Harvest Festival was on Sunday 3 October, celebrated with Communion
with 22 people, finishing with singing ‘Come, ye thankful people, come’ outside
the church in the front garden.
All food given for the Harvest Festival was donated to Foodbank, whilst
monetary offerings were donated to Commitment for Life.
It has been a wonderful opportunity on the dry days to finish our services
outside as a witness to God; and several people have stopped to enjoy the
singing and final prayer.
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All in the month of November
200 years ago, on 11th Nov 1821 that Fyodor Dostoevsky, the Russian
novelist, short story writer and journalist was born. Best known for his novel
Crime and Punishment.
150 years ago, on 10th Nov 1871 that Welsh journalist and explorer Henry
Morton Stanley located the missing missionary and explorer Dr David
Livingstone near Lake Tanganyika in presentday Tanzania. He might or might
not have greeted him with the words: “Doctor Livingstone, I presume?”
125 years ago, on 16th Nov 1896 that Oswald Mosley, British fascist politician,
was born. Imprisoned for three years in 1940 for founding the British Union of
Fascists.

Prayers for our Partners
Suzanne Pearson

100 years ago, on 11th Nov 1921 that Remembrance poppies were sold for
the first time in British and Commonwealth countries to commemorate military
personnel who died in war. In the UK they are sold by the Royal British Legion
to raise funds for current and former members of the British Armed Forces.
Around 30 million poppies are sold each year.

Gracious God, creator, provider and sustainer of all things; we have not
taken good care of the wondrous creation that you gave us to oversee. We
have not loved as you commanded, but have allowed selfishness, self
importance, injustices and inequalities to invade our societies leading to
climate disruption, social and economic disparities. Through our actions
people all over the globe have been left vulnerable, desolate and open to
disease and poverty.
We pray that you will bless the work of organisations such Christian Aid,
Global Justice Now, Fairtrade, Jubilee Debt Campaign and other groups as
they seek to respond to global spiritual, moral, social and economic issues to
make it a fairer and more equal world. In your mercy, hear our prayer. Amen

90 years ago, on 30th Nov 1931 that the Crystal Palace in London was
destroyed by fire.
80 years ago, on 13th Nov 1941 that the British aircraft carrier HMS Ark Royal
was torpedoed by a German submarine in the Mediterranean Sea near Gibraltar.
It sank the following day.
65 years ago, on 5th Nov 1956 that Premium Bonds went on sale in the UK.
They were designed to encourage people to save, and they offered cash prizes
instead of interest.

Crossword Answers

50 years ago, on 14th Nov 1971 that NASA’s Mariner 9 spacecraft (launched
that May) reached Mars. It was the first spacecraft to orbit another planet. Mars
was engulfed in a planetwide dust storm at the time, but 85% of the surface
was eventually imaged. Mariner 9 was deactivated in October 1972.

ACROSS: 1, Charioteers. 9, Immoral. 10, Cairo. 11, SAE. 13, Inns. 16, Firm. 17,
Accuse. 18, East. 20, Ogam. 21, Judith. 22, Seba. 23, Msgr. 25, Den. 28, Inane. 29,
Entreat. 30, Chrysoprase.
DOWN: 2, Human. 3, Rare. 4, Oils. 5, Ecce. 6, Raising. 7, Citizenship. 8,
Commemorate. 12, Assail. 14, Sat. 15, Scouse. 19, Sabbath. 20, Ohm. 24, Seeds.
25, Deny. 26, Nero. 27, Star.

40 years ago, on 12th Nov 1981 that the US Space Shuttle Columbia was
launched on its second flight into space, becoming the world’s first reusable
manned spacecraft.
30 years ago, on 5th Nov 1991 that Robert Maxwell, Czechborn British
newspaper publisher, media proprietor and politician, was found dead at sea
off Tenerife. Following his death, he was found to have fraudulently
misappropriated the Mirror Group’s pension fund.

and (later) English and British monarchs. Scotland agreed to loan the Stone to
Westminster Abbey for future coronations.
20 years ago, from 12th to 13th Nov 2001 that the Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban
abandoned the capital without a fight, as a coalition of US/NATO and Northern
Alliance forces entered the city.

Also 30 years ago on 18th Nov 1991 that the Church of England envoy Terry
Waite and American educator Thomas Sutherland were released by Islamic
Jihad in Lebanon after being held hostage since January 1987 and June 1985
respectively.

Also 20 years ago, on 29th Nov 2001 that George Harrison, British rock
guitarist, singer and songwriter with the Beatles, died.

25 years ago, on 30th Nov 1996 that England officially returned the Stone of
Scone to Scotland after 700 years. It was the coronation stone of the Scottish

15 years ago, on 13th Nov 2006 that Google acquired the videosharing site
YouTube

Easy sodoku

Wordsearch for November
Amid the mud, blood and carnage of
trench warfare in World War 1, tens of
thousands of bright red poppies had
grown, marking the graves of the fallen.
This led John McCrae, a Canadian army
physician who had lost a colleague, to
write “In Flanders Fields”,
In Flanders fields, the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row
That mark our place, and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly.
This image inspired the adoption of
a red poppy as the symbol of all soldiers
who had died in conflict. In the UK they
are sold by the Royal British Legion to
raise funds for current and former
members of the British Armed Forces.
Around 30 million poppies are sold each
year.

Remembrance
Poppies
Sold
Countries
Commemorate
Thousands
Military

Bright

Personnel

Red

Mud
Blood

Graves

Carnage

Fallen
Flanders
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Trench

Fields

Warfare

Symbol

Change is inevitable, except
from a vending machine.

Shared by John Baron:
An Obituary printed in the London Times …
Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, Common Sense, who
has been with us for many years. No one knows for sure how old he was, since
his birth records were long ago lost in bureaucratic red tape. He will be
remembered as having cultivated such valuable lessons as:
– Knowing when to come in out of the rain;
– Why the early bird gets the worm;
– Life isn't always fair; and
– Maybe it was my fault.
Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don't spend more
than you can earn) and reliable strategies (adults, not children, are in charge).
His health began to deteriorate rapidly when wellintentioned but
overbearing regulations were set in place. Reports of a 6yearold boy charged
with sexual harassment for kissing a classmate; teens suspended from school
for using mouthwash after lunch; and a teacher fired for reprimanding an unruly
student, only worsened his condition.
Common Sense lost ground when parents attacked teachers for doing the
job that they themselves had failed to do in disciplining their unruly children. It
declined even further when schools were required to get parental consent to
administer sun lotion or an aspirin to a student; but could not inform parents
when a student became pregnant and wanted to have an abortion.
Common Sense lost the will to live as the churches became businesses; and
criminals received better treatment than their victims.
Common Sense took a beating when you couldn't defend yourself from a
burglar in your own home and the burglar could sue you for assault.
Common Sense finally gave up the will to live, after a woman failed to realize
that a steaming cup of coffee was hot. She spilled a little in her lap, and was
promptly awarded a huge settlement.
Common Sense was preceded in death,
– by his parents, Truth and Trust,
– by his wife, Discretion,
– by his daughter, Responsibility,
– and by his son, Reason.
He is survived by his 5 stepbrothers;
– I Know My Rights
– I Want It Now
– Someone Else Is To Blame
– I'm A Victim
– Pay me for Doing Nothing
Not many attended his funeral because so few realized he was gone.
If you still remember him, pass this on. If not, join the majority and do
nothing.

INTERMEDIATE

In filling out an application, where it says, 'In case of
emergency, notify’: I put 'DOCTOR.'
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1) St Mark’s Church in the old town of Zagreb dates
from the 13th century. In the 2nd half of the 14th
century the church was radically reconstructed
converting it from Romanesque to Gothic style.
However, the impressive colourful tiled roof was
added in 1880.
2) The Arts & Crafts museum was founded in 1880.
Its total collection numbers about 100,000 items from
the 14th century to modern times. There are 14 rooms
on three floors in the building.
3) Most trams in Zagreb are blue. The first tram ran
in 1891 and the tramways are still much in use. The
network has 30 miles of track, used by 15 daytram
routes and 4 nighttrams routes. The total rolling stock

Roy Tubb in Croatia
includes 124 new lowfloor trams.
4) The Cathedral of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. Of neoGothic style, it is the tallest building
in Croatia at 354 feet. The first cathedral (11th century)
on this site was damaged by a great fire in the 13th
century. It was also seriously damaged in an
earthquake in 1880 and restored in today’s NeoGothic
style. The scaffolding around one of the towers today
is there for repairs made necessary due to earthquake
damage in April 2019. There was another earthquake
about 24 miles from Zagreb in December 2020.

5) The Croatian National Theatre was moved to this
new building in 1895 in Republic of Croatia Square.
AustroHungarian emperor Franz Joseph was at the
unveiling of this building.
6) Looking up Petrinjska Street towards St Mary’s
Cathedral: photo taken a short distance from my hotel.
7) My hotel in Petrinjska Street. My room was on
the 7th floor, accessed by one lift (recommended to
carry one person only unless in a ‘bubble’) or by means
of a staircase with 120 steps.
8) The national colour of the Post Office in Croatia
is yellow. Opening times: weekdays 7am till 8pm,
Saturdays 8am till 1pm.
9) Zagreb is in the route of the Orient Express from
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Paris to Istanbul. This is one of the early locomotives,
now on show at the railway station.
10) Note the long tie outside this tie shop. The word
cravat is said to derive from Croat, due to the first
cravats being worn by Croatian mercenaries in the
court of King Louis XIII of France. Croatians refer to
their country as Hrvatska. The name Croat is believed
to derive from Medieval Latin Croatia, itself a
derivation of northwest Slavic Xrovat from earlier
Xorvat and possibly before that from Old Persian
Xaraxwat (try pronouncing that).
11) The Old Stone Gate in Zagreb is the only
remaining gate of four to Zagreb’s old fortifications. It
dates from the 13th century Originally constructed

mainly of wood, it was often damaged by fire, the
latest in 1731 when only one painting remained
unscathed, that of the Virgin Mary with baby Jesus. It
is no surprise then that the gate has become a shrine.
12) The other side of the Stone Gate today. It bears
the date 1760, when it was rebuilt in stone.
13) Waterfalls at Radstoke, west of Zagreb.
14) This gallant young lady must be fit and strong –
I didn’t interrupt her progress to learn of her name!
15) Plitvice Jezera, which means Plitvice Lake. There
are in fact 16 interconnected lakes, descending from
2,087 ft to 1,650 ft over a distance of about five miles.
The depths vary form just three feet to 154 feet. The
Plitvice Park was founded in 1949 and is now on the

UNESCO world heritage list.
16) Plitvice Park again.
17) Crossing the lake via a low walkway (with no
railings).
18) A couple of Argentinians from our small group.
No, they did not travel from Argentina to Croatia, just
from Germany where they were working.
19) To prove I was there, taken by the Argentinian
lady in previous picture.
20) I rested here with a welcome cup of cocoa, after
hitching a lift on that boat After all that walking over
some rough ground, I deserved a rest in the heat of 80F.
I saw one lady with an injured arm that was caused by
a fall: first aiders were escorting her back to the start.
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21) Tomislav was the 1st King of Croatia. He became
a duke about 910 AD and King of Croatia by 925. During
his kingship Croatia forged an alliance with the
Byzantines during their war against the Bulgarian
Empire. It is not known when Tomislav died – he
vanished from the scene in 928.
22) The Croatian language is written in the Latin
script like English. The Serbs speak the same language
but write it in Slavic Cyrillic script.
23) Just look at the opening hours of banking in
Zagreb: weekdays 8am till 7pm, Saturdays 8am till 12
noon.
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From the loft to the RAF museum, Cosford
1

When my MotherinLaw moved
from Reading to Nevil Court,
Thatcham we stored some boxes in
our loft where they lay forgotten until
September 2018 when during a clear
out we found a box which contained
a Gas Mask. Further investigation
revealed that it belonged the Hilary’s
Uncle Sidney who, during the Second
World War, was an Air Gunner
deployed with 207 Squadron, 5 Group
flying in Lancaster’s.
We realized, on further inspection,
that it was in brilliant condition for a
piece of equipment used some eighty
one years ago. This resulted in a trip
to the DDay Museum in Portsmouth
where having spoken to the Senior
Curator he confirmed that the gas
mask was an early Second World War
type (with the filter on the side of the
mask rather than on the end of a tube)
and was only issued to members of
the armed forces and not one issued
to civilians (not even if they were
carrying out a role as air raid wardens
etc.). As it was a different type to that
issued to the army for the DDay
landings they did not wish to acquire
it for the DDay story. However
because of its condition they
suggested we send photographs to
the RAF Museum in Hendon to see if
they wished to acquire it. RAF
Hendon were delighted with the
photographs and contacted the RAF
Museum at Cosford who confirmed
that they would love to receive the
gas mask as part of their handling
collection.
Sidney lost his life, together with
that of the crew returning home from
a raid in France which is documented
in a book written by Squadron Leader
Jack Currie DFC, entitled “Battle

reason to expect disaster.
The tragic end to the story is that
Bomber
Command
lost
42
Lancaster’s that night (11.6% of the
force employed and seen as an
unacceptably high rate of loss), and
255 air crew lost their lives. Some fifty
escaped by parachute and the author
of the book is generous in his praise
for the Members of the French
Resistance who helped over half that
number to remain at liberty.
Uncle Sidney’s Lancaster Bomber
was one of those shot down and sadly
he, and the remainder of the crew lost
their lives as explained in a letter
(translated version reproduced below)
from the Mayor of the nearby village of
DonnemarieDontilly.
They were
buried in the Dontilly Cemetery and as
you will see in the letter the inhabitants
of the town were very grateful to the
Captain who by his skill managed to
avoid the village. A Memorial was also
erected at a later date and is to this day
the grave and memorial is still
maintained by the Villagers.
In his summingup, Jack Currie
reflects, “What has to be
remembered about MaillyleCamp is
that, with all hell bubbling up around
them, and their fabric of existence
hanging by a thread, the great
majority of captains and crews
gritted their teeth and waited for the
order. In that, they won a greater
battle than the one for which they
had been briefed. When at last they
were allowed to turn their sights
towards the target, there were no
more malfunctions and no more
mistakes. Then the bomber crews
kept faith with their tradition, and
with their comrades – with the fifty
thousand who had died or were to die
in other battles, and with those who
were to fly on until the war was won.”
Our daughter Tracy did manage,
some years ago, to visit the grave and
Memorial and she told us that despite

Under the Moon”. A brief summary
of the raid is as follows:
On the night of May 3rd/4th 1944,
RAF Bomber Command mounted a
mediumstrength attack on a German
battletank depot and military
barracks at MaillyleCamp, south of
Rheims in Northern France, as part of
the ‘softeningup’ process for the D
Day landings. Bomber Command
objectives in France were regarded as
‘soft’ targets and, as such, were rated
as only a third of an operation. There
was at the time no reason to suppose
that Mailly would be any different –
until sadly disaster struck.
Some 363 bombers – Lancaster’s
and Mosquitos from Nos. 1 and 5
Groups, supported by Halifax’s from
100 Group, took part in the raid. But
as the Author says “that a planning
staff could contemplate, or a
commander countenance, any plan
of action in which a possibility existed
– even a remote one – of several
hundred fullyladen Lancaster’s
orbiting a marker. In bright
moonlight, within striking range of a
least four nightfighter bases,
staggers the imagination. But that is
a criticism formed with the
advantages of hindsight for it is clear
that, at the time, noone saw any
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it being a very sad occasion it will still
hold a place in her heart forever. Each
year just before Remembrance Sunday
we place a wooden cross at the War
Memorial in Thatcham in memory of
Uncle Sidney and in doing so we are
reminded of the poignant words said
each year by the British Legion
President “We will remember them”
Hilary and I were due to deliver
the Gas Mask to the museum during
the first week of October but because
of the ongoing fuel crisis we had to
cancel. We now hope to rearrange
our visit in the Spring or earlier,
weather permitting.
David Weller

Letter from the Mayor of
Donnemarie-Dontilly
(Translated Version)
The first Monument has been
erected at the spot where the plane
fell. A few days later the bodies were
carried to the Cemetery.
The
inhabitants are very grateful to the
aviators for having avoided by the
skill to fall on the village which may
have proved disastrous as the plane
was on fire. The Germans from their
observation post at Donnemarie shot
at the plane when reaching the
ground which is the reason the boys
were killed. The Germans prohibited
the inhabitants to convey the bodies.
The Tomb was erected afterwards by
the inhabitants and a ceremony was
held under the auspices of the Mayor
and Padre. Processions of Souvenie
are held at fixed dates, the Last one
took place on 4th May 1947. These
details were given by eye witnesses
such as the oldest inhabitants and the
Town Cryer.
1 Gas Mask
2 Pilot Oﬃcer and Air Gunner
Sidney Hulbert Willes
3 The Grave
4 The Memorial
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URC Wessex
Synod: Sharing-the-Vision
Advent Box 2021 for children
and families
Inside is a wealth of material to
enable people of all ages to respond
to God’s invitation to come and see
the birth of Jesus. The contents are
organised into four weeks so that
each week we see the story through
the eyes of a different eyewitness.
Each week there is an envelope to
open containing a creative retelling
with ways to pray, things to do, links
to explore and conversation starters
to engage all ages, ranging from
simple to more complex (and tasty!).
Boxes cost £5.50 ea selfassembly
(packs of 10, 50 or 100) or £7 ea ready
assembled plus postage and packing.
Order from https://urcshop.co.uk/
comeseeadventkit/

Daily Devotions
We are all aware that finding
people to lead worship is something
of a challenge; we've not got as many
ministers as we'd like, we rely heavily
on lay preachers and retired ministers.
Worship teams in churches might find
it a manageable challenge to put a
service together but often don't want
to try and develop a sermon.
For some time I have had a steady
trickle of people asking if it is possible
to use the Daily Devotions Sunday
Service for pulpit supply and I've
always said "yes, of course!" The
service we send out each Sunday
morning, however, has more of a Radio
feel about it. I've also been asked if it
was possible to produce video versions
of the services for pulpit supply.
The preachers for the Advent and
Christmas run of services have all
agreed
to
provide
their
introductions, sermons and blessings
in video format so we can experiment
with a video version of the Sunday
Service. The service could be used in
a number of ways:
• The congregation could use all
the service on the screen and sing
along to the hymns  the words
will be in the Powerpoint.
• An elder could lead the prayers
and play the Powerpoint for
hymns, introduction, blessing and
sermon. Someone authorised by
the Synod could preside at a
celebration of Holy Communion.
• An elder could do as described
above and the local musician play
for hymns  or substitute hymns.

some fab theatrical family fun! It's
mayhem in Bethlehem the night
before the first Christmas and
everyone is busy, especially
industrious innkeeper Babs. But with
angels at the window, wise men at
the door and preparations
underway for a mysterious ViP
guest, will Babs ever be able to slow
down enough to notice what really
matters? Songs and jokes aplenty
plus a little food for thought...Babs
of Bethlehem is suitable for ages 7
700!
And Bread and Starlight This
poignant and beautiful onewoman
show tells the story of Elizabeth,
mother of John the Baptist, and a
very special Advent visitor. Bread
and Starlight combines storytelling,
song and space for reflection in a
grownup pause for breath before
Christmas. For more details of both
shows and how to book see
www.lampscollective.com

This is an experiment and we've
not been this technical before so I
would be grateful for feedback, in
January, about how many churches
used the services as a form of pulpit
supply and what the reactions were.
Those who wish to have these
services ahead of time can do so by
signing up for the Early Bird list here
http://eepurl.com/gWJ8vn
The Rev'd Andy Braunston, Co
ordinator, URC Daily Devotions.

Sight Loss Friendly Church
Tasters
Every 6 minutes someone in the
UK starts to lose their sight. Sight
Loss Friendly Church (SLFC), from
Torch Trust, the UK Christian sight
loss charity, are pleased to announce
further dates of our popular Tasters.
These 30 minute Zoom sessions offer
the opportunity to hear all the
benefits of SLFC, meet the SLFC team
and ask your questions. Sessions
available are: Wed 10 Nov at 2pm; Tue
16 Nov at 11am; Wed 12 Jan at 2pm;
Mon 24 Jan at 2pm
For more information please
email SLFC@torchtrust.org.uk

Journey of the Magi
Journey of the Magi – a festive,
lighthearted, joyful event with a
moving and profound message.
Following a sellout year in 2019,
Journey of the Magi is back, for
churches to host for Advent 2021.

Living Church, exploring God’s
gift and calling – online event

Share the joy and wonder of
Christmas with your church and local
community through this exhilarating,
critically acclaimed performance. The
show offers a bridge between
contemporary life and Jesus’s birth,
comparing our own personal journey
to Christmas day with the journey
that the wise men took. With sparkle
and songs to keep the children
entertained and bags of good
humour for the grownups, Journey
of the Magi delights audiences of all
ages and offers a chance to reflect
and refocus.
“Absolutely fabulous show.
Wonderful mix of fun, wit, and
meaning. It made me laugh and it
made me cry all in a couple of
minutes. (Hope you'll come back.)”
Richard, Poynton Methodist Church
Springs is inviting churches to
host a performance of Journey of the
Magi, which we are planning to tour
nationally in December 2021.
Further information can be found
on the Springs Dance Company
website page https://springsdance
company.org.uk/productions/
journeyofthemagi/, by emailing
touring@
springsdancecompany.org.uk
or by calling 07876 752 910

First
Session:
Tuesday
2
November, 2.00 to 3.30 pm
Concluding Session: Wednesday 3
November, 10.00 to 11.30 am (BST)

News Update
News Update is seeking anything
of interest for the denomination as a
whole from across the country – and
the nations. Any news/photos/event
information for the next edition
should
be
sent
to:
ann
marie.nye@urc.org.uk You can
subscribe to News Update via the link
on the URC website.

We invite you to join us at our

Vintage Adventure
A time of fun, making friends, singing, informal Christian
worship, activities, tea and cake
For the young at heart in our community
Inclusive and dementia friendly

URC Wessex Synod - Big Day
Out

Led by the Churches in Thatcham
Theme: Advent

Date:
7th May 2022
Time:
11am till 5pm
Venue:
Hollycombe Steam Fair
and Museum near Liss (Wessex will
have sole use of the whole site)
Theme: Jubilee: 50th anniversary
of the URC

Thursday, 18 November 2021
(3rd Thursday each month)

2.30-4.00pm
Thatcham Methodist Church
(Chapel Street, RG18 4QL)

Advent showtime

Book your place: contact Karen on 07444 851606 or email:
pastoraldevelopmentworker@outlook.com

Babs of Bethlehem It's time to bring
everyone back together again for
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point for many was the ordination of
women. Bishop NazirAli, on the
other hand, was often associated
with evangelicals. He represents a
group of Anglicans who are jumping
ship not because they feel the C of E
is too Protestant but because they
see it as departing too far from
scriptural authority, particularly on
moral matters. NazirAli was one of
the
last
prominent
social
conservatives in the Anglican
firmament.
The irony is that he joins the
Catholic Church at the very moment
when
Pope
Francis
seems
determined to make Rome look a bit
more like Canterbury, having
launched an openended Synod
process that conservative Catholics
fear will lead to the process of
liberalization that NazirAli has just
‘escaped’.
He is joining the Ordinariate, a
group for exAnglicans that has its
own liturgy. This is a coup for them: it
shows they can attract more talent
while trying to develop a distinctly
English brand of Catholicism and they
are widely regarded as intellectually
highpowered. But, again, parts of
the
Church
hierarchy
are
uncomfortable with the Ordinariate’s
very existence, because many of their
priests are married, or else because
the hierarchy under Pope Francis
does not see itself in competition
with the C of E  and isn’t keen to be
seen to be ‘stealing’ its priests.
Justin Welby will now come under
renewed pressure. His own theology
leans liberal but he feels a personal
responsibility to hold the Communion
together and this becomes harder as
the fundamental questions  gender,
sexuality and the purpose of the
parish church  come under scrutiny.
Conservatives of the stamp of
NazirAli clearly feel their loyalty has
been tested.

What the papers say…
Anglican bishop resigns to join
Catholic Church
By Gabriella Swerling, Social &
religious Affairs Editor, Daily
Telegraph, 15thOctober 2021
An Anglican Bishop who has
previously criticized the direction of
the Church of England has converted
to Catholicism. Bishop Michael Nazir
Ali, 72, who was Bishop of Rochester
from 1994 until 2009, told The Daily
Telegraph that he felt “sad” about
leaving Anglicanism behind, and that
he had been considering the move
“for some years”.
He is now set to become a Catholic
priest, saying the new role will “best
maintain” his religious desires. He
added that the switch was “about
belonging to a church where there is
clear teaching for the faithful”.
He said that there was a “lack of
teaching authority in Anglicanism, a
lack of a sense of belonging to a
worldwide church where everyone
has to do things in step, rather than
everyone doing whatever they want
to do”.
This is not the first time that the
bishop has spoken out about the
Church of England. He has previously
accused it of “jumping on faddish
bandwagons” amid ongoing debate
around
cancel
culture
and
“wokeism”.
He criticized the plans to remove
statues linked to slave owners from
churches, saying “where do we start
and where do we stop”.
He has also accused the
archbishops of failure to care for
parish churches after a document
leaked earlier this year suggested
that the Church of England would cut
clergy numbers.
Bishop NazirAli’s conversion to
Catholicism comes just weeks after
Bishop Jonathan Goodall, the Bishop
of Ebbsfleet, who opposed women
priests, defected to the Roman
Catholic Church.
It is rare for a bishop to leave the
Church of England. In 2010, five
bishops quit the Church because of
their dissatisfaction over the
introduction of women bishops.
Gavin Ashenden, a former C of E
priest and royal chaplain to the
Queen and traditionalist Anglican
bishop,
said
that
NazirAli’s
conversion was “shocking”, adding:
“He’s been part of a worldwide
attempt to defend conservative

Anglicanism and he’s clearly
discovered that’s not possible”.
The Catholic Bishops Conference
in England and Wales confirmed that
Bishop NazirAli was received into the
full communion of the Catholic
Church by Monsignor Keith Newton
on the Feast of St Michael and All
Angels.
With the permission of the Holy
See, he will be ordained to the
Catholic
priesthood
for
the
Ordinariate in due course.
Bishop NazirAli added: “I am
looking forward to receiving from the
riches of other parts of the Church,
while perhaps making a modest
contribution to the maintenance and
enhancement of Anglican patrimony
within the wider fellowship”.
The Archbishop of Canterbury,
the Most Rev Justin Welby, said he
was “grateful” for Bishop NazirAli's
“decades of devoted service to the
Church of England and the Anglican
Communion”
Defection is a comment on C of E’s
liberal drift
By Tim Stanley, daily Telegraph, 15th
October 2021
We weren’t supposed to know
that Bishop Michael NazirAli had
become a Catholic just yet: it was
meant to be a big secret but someone
leaked it. Even the religious can’t
resist a little gossip. Bishop NazirAli is
wellknown, highly respected, once a
candidate for Archbishop of
Canterbury and his journey will be
taken as a comment on the liberal drift
of the Church of England. It’ll ruffle
feathers in Rome, too, where public
conversions are not encouraged,
even seen as embarrassing.
NazirAli has been at the centre of
recent debates about the C of E’s
handling of sexabuse cases,
bureaucracy and the rise of woke,
described by the bishop as “jumping
on to every faddish bandwagon
about identity politics, cultural
correctness and mea culpas about
Britain’s imperial past”. His friends
tell me that he feels there has been a
longterm decline in the Church's
seriousness about theology. He has
chosen instead, in his words, “clear
teaching for the faithful”.
Previous waves of Anglican
converts tended to belong to the
high church or AngloCatholic
tradition: in the Nineties, a tipping

UK falls behind rivals as electric
vehicle charger rollout stutters
By Rachel Millard, Daily Telegraph,
4th October 2021
The UK is lagging behind China,
Sweden and Germany in the shift to
electric vehicles, according to a
study, which warns more chargers
and local battery supply are needed
to support the transition.
The report by EY (Ernst & Young)
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found that the UK has a lower than
average ratio of chargers to electric
vehicles (EVs). The availability of
charge points is seen as vital to

encourage people to switch to
electric.
Petrol and diesel cars are being
pushed out to try to cut carbon
emissions, with the UK set to ban the
sale of new petrol and diesel cars by
2030.
EY’s first “EV Country Readiness
Index” pus the UK fourth against ten
leading global car markets. China,
Sweden and Germany lead the
rankings because of their strong
presence of EV caretakers, supportive
policies and supply of batteries.
The UK’s charger to parc ratio,
which measures the number of
chargers available against the
number of EVs on the road, was
found to be 0.08, which is slightly
below the global average of 0.1.
Meanwhile, in 2020 the UK had
around two gigawatthours of
battery manufacturing capacity, just
4% of European capacity, the study
found. Battery manufacturing is
considered
important
as
manufacturers tend to want to be
close to battery supplies.
I
Plans are in place to increase this,
with startup Britishvolt planning a
gigafactory in Blyth, and Nissan
extending battery production in
Sunderland.
Maria Bengtsson, partner and
electric vehicle lead for EY in the UK,
said: “,With the right industry partners,
corporates and policymakers can play
a significant role in derisking the EV
investment outlook, helping the UK to
become one of the global leaders of
the EV transition”.
Social care needs 10% rise in council
tax to ‘stand still’
By Daily Telegraph Reporter, 15th
October 2021
Council tax would need to be
raised by 10% on average next year if
social care is to “stand still”,
according to a charity calling for an
urgent central government cash
injection.
Chancellor Rishi Sunak’s decisions
in the autumn spending review will
determine whether social care
services “wither and die”, stand still
or get stronger, Age UK warned.
Money the Government is
planning to raise from a national
insurance rise will mainly go to the
NHS over the next three years, with
the charity saying this will leave social
care “desperately short of funds”. A
rise in council tax in England has been
suggested as a potential way to
increase social care funding.

The charity is calling for Mr Sunak
to give the sector the money it needs
from a central pot, rather than
through councils raising their taxes
individually.
In October 2020, the Health and
Social Care Select Committee said the
sector
needed;£3.9billion
of
additional annual funding by 202324
“as a starting point” to meet
demographic changes and a rise in
the national living wage.
Schoolrun parents in pyjamas given
slippering by head
From Daily Telegraph, 5th October 2021
Parents have been told by a head
teacher to dress “appropriately”
when dropping off their children at
school after some were seen arriving
in pyjamas and slippers.
Ayresome Primary School in
Middlesbrough warned on its
Facebook page that “dressing gowns
on the school yard are not
appropriate”.
However, some parents still
arrived at the gates in nightwear
yesterday morning, with several
mothers appearing to be wearing
pyjamas under their coats as they
walked their children to school. One
father said: “I'm absolutely sick of it.
It’s not hard to get dressed in the
morning. Imagine how much those
children are going to be ridiculed
when they get into school. A lot of the
parents are disgusted by it”.
One mother said: “The children all
have to wear their uniforms and they
look smart when they come to school
so there’s no reason why the parents
shouldn’t look smart either. Some of
the states you see here are
unbelievable”.
Charlotte Haylock, executive
head teacher of the school, said: “We
encourage our children to
be appropriately dressed at all
times and we feel it is important for
parents to do likewise”.
People at my workplace have
started a funny new tradition
where they give names to the
food in the office fridge.
Today I ate a sandwich called
Mark, followed by some cake
called Rosie.

Don't worry about avoiding
temptation...as you grow older,
it will avoid you.
Winston Churchill

i will get hate mail but people can’t
change sex, says biologist
By Gareth Davies, Daily Telegraph,
16th October 2021
Lord Winston has said he fears he
will be inundated with hate mail after
backing a professor at the centre of a
trans controversy by saying people
“can't change sex”.
The biologist, who is professor of
science and society at Imperial
College London, warned Fiona Bruce,
the host of Question Time, that
producers would need to edit the
programme after he aired his views.
During
a
debate
about
universities’ ability simultaneously to
promote free speech and protect
their diverse student body, the
discussion swung to Kathleen Stock,
a professor of philosophy at the
University of Sussex, who has faced
calls to be removed from her position
amid accusations of ‘transphobia’.
Backing his fellow academic, Lord
Winston said: “I’m about to say
something that will mean you’ll
probably want to edit the
programme when I’ve finished. I shall
say this – a person cannot change
his/her sex. One’s sex actually is there
in every single cell in the body. We
have chromosomal sex, genetic sex,
hormonal
sex
and
brain
[psychological] sex: they Are all
different and we are very confused
about
this,
unfortunately.
Progressively, it’s gotten into this
argument that people will now
accuse me of being ‘transphobic’.
Challenged that others say people
can change sex, Lord Winston
doubled down on his views.
He went on: “One can’t say this
publicly but this is one of the big
problems. [Saying] this on this
programme undoubtedly will result
in me getting a huge amount of hate
mail  it always does”.

Christmas gifts that go on giving

https://charity-gifts.christianaid.org.uk/
How it works
Do you get an actual gift?
When you buy a virtual gift from Christian Aid Charity Gifts, you or your lucky
recipient(s) don’t get an actual goat or a pair of chickens (although we know it
would be pretty cool if you did).
What you do get for each gift is a physical card. Each card explains a bit more
about the gift, and tells a story about someone – a real person – who benefited
from a similar contribution.

How does buying a gift work?
• Choose and buy gift(s) for your loved one(s).
• Your money acts as a donation; it goes into a fund for each area of
Christian Aid’s work. So if you buy the gift of a goat, your money goes into
our Agriculture & Livestock fund, and so on.
• Every gift is represented by a card. You can write a personal message inside
it. Then you can arrange to either have it sent to you, or to whoever you’ve
bought the gift for.
• The gift delights them and everybody feels good.
• Our local partner uses the money you’ve donated to work on a particular
programme or project – like supplying goats to families in Ethiopia.

Some examples from the website

Addition from Graeme:
'That humanitarian assistance
must continue only if women feature
as normal in the provision,
conditionality that women and girls'
rights
under
international
agreements signed under the law, are
fully implemented and monitored on
the ground, (e.g. Secondary Schools,
Universities and Health Services).
The UK aligns itself strongly with
the UN Agencies that focus on human
rights, especially on Women's Rights
and Gender Equality.
Graeme

We remember
The Somme, Dunkirk and
Passchendaele
Cause us to think of times of war,
When men and boys went bravely out
They fought, some died and
returned no more.
They gave their all that we should live,
We never should forget such cost,
Remembering with thankful hearts
Our freedom gained as lives were lost.
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Another Man gave up His life,
Another war, another fight,
With all mankind held fast in chains
As darkness fell as black as night.
The cost was high, a sinless life
To break the chains and set us free,
The Lamb of God on Calvary’s cross
Paid that price for you, for me.
By Megan Carter

Facebook favourites
Please submit your Facebook favourites to thatcham.urc@ntlworld.com
Be sure to download them and then send as attachments – copying and pasting
into an email will not work!
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